Online Courses on Grant Administration from USED
Our Risk Management Service division recently released newly developed online courses about grant administration for our grant recipients.  All of these courses are about 45 minutes unless you read instead of listen and then they could go a bit quicker.  I have reviewed them and I think they’re great refreshers, go over the basics and reference helpful documents including links to the Discretionary Grant handbook and other things you utilize in your daily grants administration duties.  I would like to encourage all of you to review them whether a seasoned CSP project director or brand new.  Given some of the recent findings in our OIG report it reminds us all that it never hurts to have a refresher about what our responsibilities are.  As always, Leslie and I are here to answer any questions but taking advantage of these resources is highly encouraged.  Please note, this is a discretionary grant program so unless you work on formula grants as well you probably don’t need to review the formula grants administration training.  There are also different rules for formula vs. discretionary so if you choose to review both trainings you should take this into consideration.  The courses are available at http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/about/training-management.html or search www.ED.gov for “Grants Training and Management.”  

The five available courses are described on the web site in more detail.  

1. Discretionary Grants Administration provides an overview of grantee responsibility for discretionary grant administration.

2. Formula Grants Administration  provides an overview of grantee responsibility for formula grant administration.

3. Internal Controls describes grantee responsibilities for implementation and maintenance of internal controls over their grant management activities.

4. Cash Management provides an overview of cash management guidelines, regulations and requirements concerning grant draw-downs and accrued interest.

5. Indirect Costs describes indirect costs concepts and applications, including the difference between indirect costs and direct costs and the types of costs that comprise indirect costs.  

Please let us know if you have questions about any of these resources or opportunities.  Once again, we highly encourage you to disseminate the Facilities Institute Webinar Series information to your subgrantees and to take advantage of the trainings above to increase your awareness of proper grant management.  Please feel free to share this with your team, only Project Directors were included on this email.  

