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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



Charter school developers and authorizers are encouraged to explore options under state law to create governance structures to foster the independence and flexibility required by the federal law. 
Governance Options:  Neither federal nor state law requires a specific method of governance for a charter school.  Under Section 5210 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, a charter school is defined as follows:

(1) CHARTER SCHOOL- The term charter school' means a public school that — 

(A) in accordance with a specific State statute authorizing the granting of charters to schools, is exempt from significant State or local rules that inhibit the flexible operation and management of public schools, but not from any rules relating to the other requirements of this paragraph;

(B) is created by a developer as a public school, or is adapted by a developer from an existing public school, and is operated under public supervision and direction.

Non-stock Corporation:  Chapter 181 Wis. Stats., allows for the creation of a non-stock corporation to operate a charter school. The advantage of this form of governance is two-fold:
1) the non-stock corporation survives as a legal entity to run the charter school even when a teacher or principal who founded the charter school retires or leaves for another job; and
2) the directors of a non-stock corporation have the independence and legal authority to sign a charter with the authorizer, usually a school board. 

Independent Governance concerns that may arise in grant applications:  

1) The charter school has an Advisory Board rather than a Governance Board that offers advice, but it has no explicit power to manage the school;

2) Governance boards include a majority of members who are school board members or district administrative staff, including principals; 

3) Governance boards have no parent members; 

4) Governance boards that do not manage operations including personnel, expenditures and budgets.

5) Governance boards that rarely meet.  
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