MILWAUKEE PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM (MPCP)

MPCP Facts and Figures for 2007-2008
As of March 2008
In January 2008, there were 120 private schools participating in the MPCP, with a total enrollment of 18,882 students or 18,205.1 full-time equivalent (FTE) in the program.*  In the 2007-08 school year, the MPCP state aid for a student enrolled full-time in the MPCP is $6,501 or the private school’s operating and debt service cost per student, whichever is less.  The operating and debt service cost per student at the school is determined by an independent auditor in a report due to the DPI by September 1 after the school year.  The school’s costs per student determined in that audit will be compared to the MPCP state aid amount and, if less, the school will owe the difference back to the state.

Starting with the 2003-04 school year, the MPCP state aid payment increase over the prior year’s payment is the amount of the percent change in the general school aids appropriations from the prior school year to the current school year.  If the percent change is a negative number, the per pupil payment amount would not change from the prior year.  There was no increase in the general schools aids appropriations for the 2007-08 school year; therefore, the 2007-08 MPCP state aid amount is the same as the prior year amount, $6,501 per FTE student.  In prior years, the MPCP state aid amount increased over the prior year’s amount by the statewide per pupil increase allowed under the revenue limits imposed upon public school districts.  
Currently, the state’s general fund pays for 55% of the MPCP, with the remaining 45% coming from a reduction in state general aid to MPS.  The program is estimated to cost $120,268,500 million in 2007-08 for an estimated 18,500 FTE students.  MPS can replace the reduction in state aid with an increase in its property tax levy.  
The table below shows the MPCP enrollment by grade level for the 3rd Friday in September 2007 count date and 2nd Friday in January 2008 count date.

MPCP 2007-2008 Enrollment by Grade Level*

	
	
	3rd Friday in September
	2nd Friday in January

	Grade Level 
	
	Headcount
	FTE
	Headcount
	FTE

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 Year-Old Kindergarten
	
	1,576
	894.5
	1,557
	882.6

	5 Year-Old Kindergarten
	
	1,856
	1854.5
	1,813
	1,810.5

	1st Grade
	
	1,815
	1,815
	1,770
	1,770

	2nd Grade
	
	1,713
	1,713
	1,696
	1,696

	3rd Grade
	
	1,586
	1,586
	1,539
	1,539

	4th Grade
	
	1,508
	1,508
	1,483
	1,483

	5th Grade
	
	1,452
	1,452
	1,442
	1,442

	6th Grade
	
	1,511
	1,511
	1,502
	1,502

	7th Grade
	
	1,414
	1,414
	1,397
	1,397

	8th Grade
	
	1,369
	1,369
	1,336
	1,336

	9th Grade
	
	1,125
	1,125
	1,080
	1,080

	10th Grade
	
	1,007
	1,007
	975
	975

	11th Grade
	
	726
	726
	729
	729

	12th Grade
	
	575
	575
	563
	563

	Totals
	
	19,233
	18,550.0
	18,882
	18,205.1


* These are unaudited numbers and are subject to change.


