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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



February 2, 2012
To – District Administrators and Open Enrollment Coordinators

From – Mary Jo Cleaver, Open Enrollment Consultant

Subject – Implementation of the Extended Application Period in 2011 Wisconsin Act 114
As you know, 2011 Wisconsin Act 114 (Senate Bill 2) has extended the three-week open enrollment application period to three months.  The upcoming application period will run from February 6 until April 30 at 4:00 pm.   As a result, the schedule for acting on applications and sending approvals and denials has also changed.   The department has created a matrix (attached) indicating each required action, the required date under previous law, and the new required date under Act 114.  
The new law also includes some procedural changes, as follows: 

1. Previous law does not specify a date by which school boards must determine the number of available spaces.   Act 114 requires a school board to establish the number of regular and special education spaces during the January board meeting.  Since January has passed, boards should establish the number of spaces at the next available board meeting, if they have not already done so.    

2. Under previous law, the resident district must promptly provide special education and expulsion records upon request by the nonresident district.  Act 114 requires the resident school district to provide them by the first Friday following the first Monday in May (May 11, 2012).   If the student is not attending the resident district, the nonresident district needs to request records from the school district the student is previously attending.  
3. Under previous law, the nonresident district must provide an estimate of special education costs by March 15, but there is no remedy if the nonresident district fails to do so.  Under Act 114, if the nonresident district has received a copy of the IEP, it must provide the estimate by the third Friday following the first Monday in May (May 25, 2012).  If the nonresident district fails to provide the estimate by this date, it may not charge any additional costs. 
4. Under previous law, the resident and nonresident districts have the same deadline for approving and denying applications.  Under Act 114, the nonresident district must approve or deny the application on or before the first Friday following the first Monday in June (June 8, 2012).   If the resident district denies the application it must do so on or before the second Friday following the first Monday in June (June 15, 2012).  

5. Previous law specifies different dates by which the nonresident district must approve an application and assign the student to a school.   Under Act 114, the nonresident district must notify the parent of the school assignment at the same time the district notifies parents that the application is approved (by June 8, 2012).  

6. Under previous law, the last date on which a nonresident district may offer a space from the wait list is the third Friday in August.   Act 114 allows a nonresident district to offer a space from the wait list up until the third Thursday in September, as long as the student is in attendance in the nonresident district on the third Friday in September.  
7. Under previous law, a parent must notify the nonresident district within 10 days of receiving an offer from the wait list whether the student will attend the nonresident district.  That is still the case for students who are offered space from the wait list prior to the beginning of the school term.   Under Act 114, if the student is offered a space after the beginning of the school term, the parent must immediately notify the nonresident district whether the student will attend the nonresident district.  

8. Under previous law, once a student has attended school in her or his resident school district, the student may not then attend the nonresident district.   Under Act 114, if a student is offered a space from the wait list after the beginning of the school term but on/before the third Thursday in September and after the student begins attending the resident district, the student may transfer to the nonresident district.   However, if the student has already begun attending a different nonresident district, the student may not transfer to the nonresident district that has offered the space from the wait list.  

Administration of the application period will be complicated by the ability of parents to request exceptions to the application period.   We will provide information and procedures about administering exceptions to the application period as soon as possible.  

Note:  Act 114 has also amended Wis. Stats. § 118.22 (2) to change the date by which a school board must notify a teacher whether the teacher’s contract will be renewed from March 15 to May 15 and changes the date by which the teacher must accept or reject a contract from April 15 to June 15.   
If you have any questions, please contact Mary Jo Cleaver, 608-267-9101, maryjo.cleaver@dpi.wi.gov or Merry Larsen, 608-266-2146, merry.larsen@dpi.wi.gov.  

2011 Wisconsin Act 114
Changes to the Open Enrollment Application Period and Timelines

2011 Wisconsin Act 114 (Senate Bill 2) made extensive changes to the open enrollment application period and timelines for processing open enrollment applications.  Following is a table showing the “old” timelines and those provided in Act 114.  Note that there are several required actions in Act 114 that are new:

	Action
	Previous Law
	Act 114
	2012-13 Dates

	School boards must designate the number of regular and special education spaces
	Before acting on open enrollment applications
	January board meeting
	Since January has passed, at the next available board meeting, if the board has not already done so. 

	Open enrollment application period
	First Monday in February until 3rd Friday following 1st Monday in February
	First Monday in February until last weekday in April
	February 6 – April 30, 2102

	Nonresident district must send copy of application form to resident district
	Fourth Monday in February
	First weekday following last weekday in April
	May 1, 2012

	Resident district must send copy of IEP to nonresident district.
	Upon request of the resident district. 
	By 1st Friday following 1st Monday in May.  No longer necessary to wait for request from nonresident district. 
	May 11, 2012

	Nonresident district must provide estimate of special education costs. 
	By March 15.  
	By third Friday following the first Monday in May.   If the nonresident district fails to provide the estimate by this date, the nonresident district may not charge additional costs (unless it has not received an IEP).   
	May 25, 2012

	Nonresident district may not act on applications…
	…until after the 3rd Friday following the 1st Monday in February
	…prior to May 1
	Nonresident district may begin acting on applications on May 1, 2012

	Nonresident district must notify (postmark) applicants, in writing, whether the applications are approved or denied.  
	On or before the first Friday following the first Monday in April.
	On or before the first Friday following the first Monday in June.
	June 8, 2012

	Resident districts must notify (postmark) applicants, in writing, if the applications are denied.  
	On or before the first Friday following the first Monday in April.
	On or before the second Friday following the first Monday in June.
	June 15, 2012

	Nonresident school district must notify accepted applicants, in writing, of specific schools or programs to which pupils are assigned.
	On or before the second Friday following the first Monday in May.
	On or before the first Friday following the first Monday in June.
	June 8, 2012

	Parents whose applications were approved must notify nonresident school districts whether the students will attend in those districts.
	On or before the first Friday following the first Monday in June.
	On or before the last Friday in June, or within 10 days of receiving notice that the pupil was selected from a waiting list.
	June 29, 2012

	Nonresident school districts must notify resident school districts of students planning to attend.
	Annually by June 30th
	Annually by July 7
	July 7, 2012

	Last day on which nonresident school districts may accept students from waiting lists.
	Third Friday in August
	Third Thursday in September, but only if student will be in attendance on the 3rd Friday in September.


	September 21, 2012
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