School District Consolidation – Timeline Options (Dates used for EXAMPLE Only)
1. The first step in the consolidation process is the adoption of a resolution to “consider” consolidation, as required in s.117.08 (1), Wis. Statutes.  This resolution may be adopted at any time.  
2. If the resolution to consider consolidation does not specify a timeline, the standard timeline for the remainder of the process shown in Row I of the table below will apply.  (A consolidation order issued in July becomes effective the following July).
3. Districts adopting resolutions to consider consolidation may choose an alternative timeline for the process.  
· The timeline described in s.117.08 (5) (a) (Row II below) provides 18 months between the consolidation order and the consolidation effective date. (A consolidation order issued in December would not be effective until a year and a half later on July 1).  

· The timeline described in s.117.08 (5) (b) (Row III below) provides 14 months between the consolidation order and the effective date.  (A consolidation order issued in May would not be effective until July 1 of the next year).  
4. A district wishing to use either of the alternative timelines authorized in s.117.08 (5) must specify one or the other in the resolution to consider consolidation adopted under s.117.08 (1). 
The examples in the table below show the three timelines for the consolidation process that are available AFTER a district has initiated the process by adopting a resolution to consider consolidation. Go to http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_rgconsld for a detailed explanation of all the steps in the consolidation process.
	
	
	December 
2014
	February 2015
	April

2015
	May

2015
	July

2015
	September 2015
	November 2015
	July

2016

	I
	117.08 (2)
	
	
	
	
	Resolution Ordering Consolidation
	Petition for Referendum  Deadline
	Referendum Held, if Required
	Consolidation Effective Date

	II
	117.08 (5)(a)
	Resolution Ordering Consolidation
	Petition for Referendum  Deadline
	Referendum Held, if Required
	
	
	
	
	Consolidation Effective Date

	III
	117.08 (5)(b)
	
	
	
	Resolution Ordering Consolidation
	Petition for Referendum  Deadline
	Referendum Held, if Required
	
	Consolidation Effective Date
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