SPECIAL EDUCATION
RESOURCES

Statewide and Community Resources for
Families with Children with Disabilities

IEP teams are encouraged to provide families information and community resources to help
support their child’s needs in and outside of school.

Educational Family Support and Advocacy Organizations
ALAS es una organizacion sin fines de lucro dedicada a promover la independencia de las familias

de nifos y jovenes con diversas capacidades en Milwaukee brindando talleres educativos, grupos
de apoyo para padres, eventos familiares, actividades de desarrollo comunitario y referencias de
servicios, entre otros servicios y apoyos.

WI FACETS is the federally funded Parent Training and Information Center for Wisconsin. They
provide information on special education and IEPs, referrals to agencies and resources, parent
support groups, parent and youth leadership development, and online webinars, training, and
recorded on-demand presentations.

Disability Rights Wisconsin is a private non-profit organization designated by the Governor to
ensure the rights of all state citizens with disabilities through individual advocacy and system
change. DRW is part of a national system of federally funded independent disability agencies and
has staff who can provide legal advocacy.

Wisconsin Family Ties is a statewide organization run by families for families that include children
and adolescents with social, emotional, behavioral, or mental health challenges. They match
parents with a local WFT parent peer specialist who help families get the information, services, and
support they need. WFT staff have specialized expertise in dealing with challenging behavior and
school disciplinary processes. WFT'’s programs include the annual Children Come First
Conference.

Wisconsin Statewide Parent Educator Initiative (WSPEI) is all about partnerships. WSPEI helps
families and school districts build positive working relationships that lead to shared decision-
making and children's learning. WSPEI Coordinators are parents of children with disabilities who
work for CESAs (Cooperative Educational Service Agencies) through a grant from the Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction (DPI).

Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities: The mission of the Wisconsin Board
for People with Developmental Disabilities (WI BPDD) is to unite ALL of Wisconsin in supporting
our citizens with developmental disabilities to lead their most independent lives. BPDD offers
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resources, programs and grants, including a summer Youth Leadership Forum and a statewide Self
Determination conference. BPDD has a Self Determination YouTube channel with hundreds of
videos about people with disabilities making choices about their lives.

For additional organizations such as autism societies, Down syndrome association, and many
others, see the Wisconsin DPI Family Support and Advocacy Organization webpage.

County Community Services and Supports for Families

Wisconsin Wayfinder connects families of children with delays, disabilities, special health care
needs, or mental health conditions with children’s resource guides. These guides are helpers who
assist families, caregivers, professionals, and organizations in finding a wide array of supports and
services available through the Children’s Resource Network. Get started at the Wisconsin
Wayfinder webpage or call (877) WiscWay.

Children’s Services Program offers programs for children with delays or disabilities including the
Children’s Long-Term Support Program, Birth to 3 Program, Katie Beckett Medicaid, Care4Kids,
and the Children’s Community Options Program.

Community Partners and Resources for Families and Children is a Department of Health (DHS)
web page that lists partners and organizations from Wisconsin communities that offer access to
legal advocacy, educational resources, and specialized support for those with disabilities, mental
health conditions, and special health care needs.

Comprehensive Community Services (CCS) is a program that helps people of all ages who live with
amentalillness or substance use disorder.

Coordinated Services Teams Initiatives (CST) helps provide a complete, personalized system of
care for kids with complex behavioral health needs. It is based on the Wraparound model of care.

Email Lists, Newsletters, and Video Resources

Children’s Long-Term Support: Program Information for Families has links to a handbook and email
list to provide you with the latest Children’s Long-Term Support and Birth to 3 Program news,
highlights, tips, and resources.

Collaborative Support for Students with Disabilities is a DPIl email list and can be accessed along
with other DPI email lists from the DPI email list webpage.

WI FACETS has a variety of resources including email lists, recorded training webinars, and family
engagement newsletter.

WI BPDD monthly newsletter sign up and WI BPDD Self Determination YouTube channel

Wisconsin Wayfinder video.

Find additional email lists and website resources from each organization listed on the DPI Family
Support and Advocacy Organization webpage.
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