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___________________________________ SCHOOL DISTRICT

[If you need this notice in a different language or communicated in a different way, or have

questions about this notice, please contact _________________________ at ____________________.]

Dear _______________________________ (parent(s)) & _______________________________ (student)
According to our records, ______________ (name of student) will soon turn 17 years old. We wanted to let you know of a change that is coming when the student turns 18.  

All parental rights under state and federal special education law will transfer to the student on their 18th birthday including all of the procedural safeguard rights. At age 18, the student will be responsible for making all decisions related to future educational services, unless a legal guardian has been appointed. The parent(s) will continue to receive any future notices required by state and federal laws and rules regarding educational programming. 

There are a number of different legal decisions that you should consider as you make this transition.  

If the student has a functional impairment and would like to have additional support as an adult student, your family can consider entering into a supported decision-making agreement. The student could enter into a supported decision-making agreement with the parent(s) or another trusted adult. Information about supported-decision making, including the language needed to create a supported decision-making agreement, the definitions, and the termination process for the agreement is located in Chapter 52 of Wisconsin Law (https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/52.pdf). If you would like more information about supported-decision making, please see Disability Rights Wisconsin’s support-decision making webpage at http://www.disabilityrightswi.org/resources/supported-decision-making/
You may want to consider whether the student needs a guardian or limited guardianship. Guardianship is when the court appoints a person to provide for the student’s health and safety and to manage their finances. The court could also appoint a guardian for the student in some, but not all areas, which is called a limited guardianship. Information about guardianship and limited guardianship is located in Chapter 54 of Wisconsin Law (https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/54). 
Regardless of what your family decides to do regarding the legal rights of the student at age 18, it is important that the adult student remain active and involved in their education. The student has the right to a free, appropriate, public education until the student receives a regular high school diploma or the end of the school year in which the student turns 21. One of the most important things the student can do is attend and participate in any school meetings about their education. The student should ask questions if they need help or do not understand. Please speak with the student’s teachers at the IEP meeting about strategies to remain engaged the student’s education. This will also be discussed when the IEP Team completes the student’s post-secondary transition plan (PTP).

If a guardian has been appointed or you have any questions about this notice, please contact [District Contact] at xxx-xxx-xxxx. 
Sincerely,

_____________________________________________________

Name and Title of District Contact Person
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