WELCOME TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!
DPI has two Outreach Programs designed to support districts in serving children with sensory disabilities – Wisconsin Educational Services Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (WESP-DHH) and Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired (WCBVI).  Many of the services and supports through Outreach Programs are free-of-charge to districts.  For more information about WESP-DHH, contact Outreach Director Marcy Dicker at marcy.dicker@wesp-dhh.wi.gov or 262-787-9540.  For more information about WCBVI, contact Outreach Director Stacy Grandt at stacy.grandt@wcbvi.k12.wi.us  or  608-758-6145.
· NEW THIS YEAR!   To obtain Outreach services, WESP-DHH and WCBVI now have an online Student Information Sheet (SIS) to be completed.  This SIS will help us better keep track of students in our states who are deaf, hard of hearing, deaf-blind, blind and visually impaired.  The SIS can be found on our websites.  Just go to:
 http://www.wesp-dhh.wi.gov/referral/forms-sis.cfm (WESP-DHH) 
http://www.wamp.k12.wi.us/online-forms/StudentInfoform.html (WCBVI)
· SERVICES AND SUPPORTS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE DEAF, HARD OF HEARING, AND DEAFBLIND THROUGH WESP-DHH OUTREACH
· Consultations    Do you need more information about a student? Does your educational team need support or training in an area related to hearing loss?  Our team of specialized consultants provides school districts with an opportunity to obtain in-depth information from highly qualified and experienced educational personnel regarding the array of educational needs and supports for children with hearing loss. Outreach Staff can also provide technical assistance to school districts regarding the array of service delivery options, best practice models, curricula and application of Least Restrictive Environment in a Free and Appropriate Public Education, specific to children with hearing loss. This service is free of charge.    To make a referral for consultation, go to: http://www.wesp-dhh.wi.gov/consultserv/ .
· Coaching   To further enhance the consultation process, WESP-DHH has developed and is piloting a coaching program for a limited number of referrals.  The Coaching Program will support educational team members through interactive dialogue and self-reflection.  WESP-DHH Consultants will provide mentoring and guidance with the goal of increasing educational team members’ ability to meet the needs of their student/s identified as deaf, hard of hearing, and deaf-blind.  The Coaching Program incorporates a collaborative process designed to improve student outcomes and is also free-of-charge.  For more information, contact Marcy Dicker at marcy.dicker@wesp-dhh.wi.gov. 
· Newsletter   Our quarterly newsletter contains a variety of information and events pertinent to educating children with hearing loss.  For the Fall 2011 “Reaching Out” newsletter, go to:  http://www.wesp-dhh.wi.gov/cms_files/resources/Aug-Sept-Oct_Newsletter.pdf  
· Specialty Programs   WESP-DHH Outreach offers a variety of specialty programs designed to serve students in your district with hearing loss, their families and the professionals working with those students.  In March, consider supporting your staff in attending our largest professional development and networking opportunity – the Annual Statewide Professional Conference (March 8-9, 2012).  For more information about all our specialty programs and an events listing, check out our updated website:  http://www.wesp-dhh.wi.gov/wesp/
· SERVICES AND SUPPORTS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED THROUGH WCBVI OUTREACH
· Teacher of the Visually Impaired and Orientation and Mobility listserv:  A listserv that provides information to teachers working with students in Wisconsin who are blind or have low vision.  
· Short Courses: Provision of intensive individualized instruction in the areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum (includes daily living and independence skills, braille and Nemeth, technology, vocation and career, visual efficiency skills, social skills, recreation/leisure, and self-determination).  IEP-driven outcomes provide the structure and timeframe for each individual student, and is determined by the team.  Additional week-long, topic-specific (such as money management, bus travel, technology, relationship-building and social awareness, cooking) class are also offered throughout the year.  For more information please see the following web address:

http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach/oushortcourse.html
· Little PEANUTS (Practices, Environments for Addressing  Needs Unique To Sensory Impairments):  This environment is specifically designed to facilitate development of all children who are blind or have low vision, including those with additional disabilities.  Used in two ways, this environment is home to the Little PEANUTS Program offering direct service through an early childhood program, and also a model environment for Birth – 3 teams and families supporting babies who are blind or visually impaired. 
For more information please see the following web address:
http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach/littlepeanuts.php 
· Assistive and Instructional Technology Loan Program:  Provides short and long-term loans of Braille, near and distance vision aides.  Equipment that can be borrowed includes, but is not limited to handheld and desktop CCTV’s, braille notetakers, audio and electronic book readers, and embossers.
For more information please see the following web address:

http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/technology/ouinvent.html 
· Evaluations and Consultations: Consultants travel across the state to provide evaluations and consultations at the request of school districts and other county agencies.  Evaluations include: evaluations to inform IEP teams of specific strategies that may improve student outcomes, functional vision, assistance with Learning Media (braille, Large print, auditory, digital) assessments, active learning , problem-solving to provide access curriculum, Birth to three home/agency assessments for IFSP, Assistive Technology assistance with Transition Planning, Orientation and Mobility, Low vision and Refraction Clinics, Ocular Health Screenings.
· Accessible Instructional Materials: Accessible instructional materials (AIM) are specialized formats of curricular content that can be used by and with learners who are unable to read or use standard print materials. They include formats such as braille, audio, large print, and digital text.  Students with “print disabilities” can access no and low cost textbooks through Wisconsin  Accessible Media Productions (WAMP)

For more information please see the following web address:

 http://www.wamp.k12.wi.us/
