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Building and Sustaining Teachers as Leaders
June 22, 2016 — 8:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
 Monona Terrace Convention Center-Madison

Keynote Speaker
[image: ]Dr. Kathleen King Thorius is an assistant professor of Special Education in Indiana University’s School of Education at IUPUI. She also directs the strategic and research efforts for The Great Lakes Equity Center, which provides technical assistance, resources and professional learning related to equity, civil rights, and systemic school reform for a six-state region. 
Dr. Thorius’ work as an instructor and researcher is concerned with educational access, participation, and outcomes for students, focusing on ways in which systemic factors—including how educational policy and educator practices converge in the classroom—shape the experiences of underrepresented students, including those identified with disabilities.

Unpacking and Repacking to Eliminate Barriers
Barb Novak, literacy consultant with the Literacy and Mathematics Team at the Department of Public Instruction, will lead school cohort teams in a process to develop a deep understanding of standards, identifying the content, knowledge demands, behavior demands, vocabulary, and rigor of standards in order to design instruction and assessment that eliminates barriers. This process can be applied to both developing and using data from common formative assessments.

WI FACETS
Vicki Davis Dávila will present best practices in leveraging families to improve outcomes for students with disabilities, as well as provide a “sneak peek” for the fall/winter training dedicated to building relationships with families and communities. 

Team Celebrations
Dedicated time will allow teams to share celebrations, and successful strategies, and problem solve with one another to address challenges in scaling up and sustaining PLC practices beyond the original school site. 
Registration
Teams from the SPDG School Cohort have already preregistered for this event (refer to the preregistration list attached).  If you are not yet preregistered but wish to attend, please contact Judy Sullivan by phone (608-267-9175) or email (judy.sullivan@dpi.wi.gov).
There is no registration fee for this event.  DPI will provide all materials and lunch for participants.

Lodging
No lodging room block has been established for Continuing the Conversation.  Participants requiring overnight lodging may reserve a room at prevailing rates at the Hilton (adjacent to Monona Terrace). Other fine Madison hotels, which may honor state government rates are:
· Holiday Inn Express, 610 John Nolen Drive – (608) 709-5050
· Comfort Inn Madison-Downtown, 722 John Nolen Drive – (608) 255-7400
· Sheraton Madison Hotel, 706 John Nolen Drive – (608) 251-2300
· Crowne Plaza, 4402 East Washington Avenue – (608) 244-4703   
· Comfort Inn Madison-Airport, 4822 East Washington Avenue – (608) 244-6265


The Quality Educators Convention (QEC), presented by AWSA and WASDA, will take place at Monona Terrace on June 23-24. If you wish to attend the QEC, you must register separately and pay a registration fee.
Click this link to obtain additional information and register:
http://tinyurl.com/jnmvrqp










Continuing the Conversation is presented by Wisconsin Department of Public Instructions with funds from the US Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs.
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