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Functional Behavioral Assessment 

Optional Worksheet 
The purpose of this optional worksheet is to help organize the FBA process and document the findings. It includes: 

● Documentation of the process components, including: 

○ Team member roles and responsibilities for data collection 

○ Operationally defined behaviors 

○ Educationally and developmentally relevant questions 

○ Synthesis of FBA data collection to answer educationally relevant questions 

● Documentation of team analysis of data collection 

● Documentation of team identification of function, root cause, and next steps 

This Functional Behavioral Assessment was completed as part of: (check any that apply) 

 Annual IEP or Review and Revise   

 When the student’s behavior impedes their own learning or the learning of others 

 Following a manifestation determination  

 Following the second use of seclusion or restraint incident during current school year 

❑ Special Education Initial Evaluation or Reevaluation 
❑ When the student’s behavior impedes their own learning or the learning of others 
❑ Following a manifestation determination 
❑ Following the second use of seclusion or restraint incident during current school year 

 

Team Member Title Roles and Responsibilities 

  Example: Responsible for coordinating 
process and assigning specific tasks. 

 Parent  

 Student   
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Observable and Measurable Behavior(s): 
Describe behaviors that interfere with student learning or the learning of others that are clear, 
specific, objective, observable, and measurable. (What is the problem the team is trying to solve?) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Educationally and Developmentally Relevant Questions: 
Questions used by the team to determine the data to be collected to investigate function and root 
cause of behavior. The questions should address how the target behavior affects access, 
engagement, and progress in the general education curriculum or progress toward IEP goals.  

1.  

2.  

3.  

 
Data and Information Sources: 

Standard data: 
 Student interviews 
 Parent interviews 
 Teacher interviews 
 Previous interventions and effects of interventions  
 Observations 
 Record Review 

Additional data: 
 Standardized rating scales 
 RIOT/ICEL Matrix 
 Dynamic Assessment 
 Other: ASUP, Think:Kids, etc. ____________________________________ 

Procedures and Tools used for Data Analysis: 
 RIOT/ICEL Matrix 
 Evaluation Report form or Individual team member reports 
 Competing Behavior Pathway 
 Antecedent-Behavior-Consequence (ABC) charting 
 Scatter Plots, RTI progress monitoring, or other behavior tracking and charting tool 
 Other: _______________________________________________ 
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Summary of Patterns Identified and Discussed During Data Analysis 
Include some or all of the following: 

● common themes across respondents, environments and data sources,  
● the student’s perceptions, thoughts, feelings and actions, 
● patterns in the student’s response to different academic, behavioral and social expectations, 

instruction, relationships, and environments,  
● the ways adults and other students in the environment respond and interact with the 

student, and  
● patterns in the events that happen before the behavioral response occurs (antecedents or 

triggers) and the events that happen immediately after the behavioral response occurs 
(consequences or outcomes). 

 
 
 

 
Hypothesis of Function of Behavior  
What the student gets or avoids from the behavior. Function may be related to attention-seeking, 
escape or avoidance, access to tangibles (gain something), and sensory stimulation. Summarize 
discussion and data used to reach this conclusion. 

 
 
 
 

 
Hypothesis of Root Cause(s) of Behavior 
Why the student engages in the behavior or is communicating with the behavior; the underlying 
reason for the behavior. Summarize discussion and data used to reach this conclusion. Root causes 
may be related to an unmet need, an emotion the student cannot yet identify or manage, missing or 
undeveloped skills, an expectation that exceeds the student’s capacity, or other needs that require 
environmental changes or support for the student to access, engage, and make progress. 
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After reviewing the FBA and following the IEP Team discussion, the IEP Team will (check all 
that apply): 

❑ Review and Revise the IEP, as appropriate, to address the function and root cause of 
behavior, including positive behavioral interventions and supports as required by IDEA.  
34 CFR §§ 300.324(a)(2)(i) 

❑ Develop Behavioral Intervention Plan (note: required when behavior is determined to 
be a manifestation of a student’s disability)  

❑ Consider other supports and services. (e.g., health plan; if student is found not eligible 
for services under IDEA, consider 504 plan) 

❑ No additional follow-up required (provide explanation) 
 
Under some circumstances, use of this worksheet may require IEP team discussion and 
parental consent. For more information see DPI Bulletin 23.01 on use of FBAs. 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/information-update-bulletin-2301
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