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Agenda

• Review of statewide assessments

• Information on Alternate Assessment-DLM 

• 1% Participation Threshold Procedures

• Assessment and Instruction Planner

• Alternate Academic Achievement Standards 

• Other Updates and Resources



Wisconsin Statewide Assessments 
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Statewide Assessments in WI

● Overview

● Forward Exam

● ACT 

● PreACT Secure

● ACCESS / Alt ACCESS

● DLM



The Assessment Web Page

State Assessments

Assessment Information 
for Families

DAC Corner

Correspondence

http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment 

http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment


Individual Assessment Web Pages

Each assessment has a 
homepage 
and almost identical 
subpages that includes:
● information about that 

assessment
● a “What’s New” section 

for that assessment
● specific assessment 

quick contacts



Individual Assessment Web Pages

Each assessment has a calendar 
web page which contains a list 
of important dates specific to 
that assessment.



Assessment Correspondence Web Page

The Assessment Correspondence 
web page archives all information 
emailed to districts. The main 
forms of correspondence include:

● DAC Digest

● OSA News Flash.

● Assessment and 
Accountability Newsletter 



Assessment and Accountability Newsletter

• The DAC automatically receives every 
issue of the Assessment and 
Accountability Newsletter

• All issues are archived at 
http://dpi.wi.gov/osa-oea/newsletter

• Anyone may join the list serve for the 
newsletter by subscribing at the link 
provided on the Newsletter web page 

http://dpi.wi.gov/osa-oea/newsletter


Test Dates

Testing Window dates for 
2023-24 are available at 

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment 

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment


Wisconsin Forward Exam

● grades 3-8 in English Language Arts 

(ELA) and mathematics,

● grades 4 and 8 in Science and,

● grades 4, 8, and 10 in Social Studies.



Forward Exam Accessibility Resources

● Accessibility Guide
● Accessibility Training Video
● Multiplication Table
● Read Aloud Guidelines
● Scribe Guidelines
● Translator / Interpreter Guidelines
● Word-to-Word Bilingual Dictionary

Forward Exam Accommodations and Supports webpage:

http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/accommodations

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/accommodations


Forward Accessibility Guide

The Accessibility Guide provides 
information for educators and 
related services personnel to use 
in selecting and administering 
universal tools, designated 
supports, and accommodations 
for students who need them.

Be sure to review the current 
guide completely with staff.

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/accommodations 

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/accommodations


Forward Accessibility Changes

● Text-to-Speech (TTS) is now a Universal Tool for all content areas 
(with the exception of the reading passages in the ELA Reading 
Session). Students will be able to decide for themselves if they 
would like to utilize TTS as they test.  

● Closed Caption and Listening Script accommodations have been 
removed as the ELA test design has changed (see the August 15, 
DAC Digest) and the Listening session has been removed. 



  Forward Accessibility Changes Cont.        

● Stacked Translation (Spanish) will now have two options for TTS 
available to assign for students. One version will provide 
students with TTS for the English content on the form, while the 
other option will provide students with TTS in Spanish for the 
Spanish content on the form. Educators must determine which 
will be most useful to the student prior to assigning Stacked 
Translation in the Portal. 

● Magnifier Tool has been increased from 200% to 400%. 



ACT with Writing

The ACT® with writing

Wisconsin high school students in 

grade 11 will take the ACT with 

writing® which includes Reading, 

Math, English, Science, Writing. 



ACT 

● ACT Accommodation Resources can be found on Wisconsin 
ACT Webpage and the DPI ACT Accommodations and Supports 
webpage

● ACT and DPI communicates important testing information 
through program emails and the weekly DAC Digest. It 

important to read these emails timely and disseminate to 

appropriate testing staff. 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/wisconsin/the-act.html#step3
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/wisconsin/the-act.html#step3
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/accommodations
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/accommodations
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/correspondence


ACT Accommodations

● ACT no longer offers testing materials in English Braille 
American Edition (EBAE).

● All accommodations and support for the ACT must be 
requested and approved by ACT prior to a student testing with 
supports. Students who test with unapproved 
accommodations/supports will receive an invalidated score. 



ACT Accommodations Cont. 

● Test Accessibility and Accommodations Portal (TAA) - ACT’s 
portal for requesting accommodations.  - Opens September 11, 
2023

● Accommodation/Support request must be entered by the 
deadline outlined in the Schedule of Events (coming fall 2023)

● 2024 ACT Accessibility Supports Guide has been posted. 
Testing staff should review this document thoroughly each 
year, as changes are made annually

● Accommodations/TAA training coming fall 2023

https://success.act.org/s/


PreACT Secure

PreACT Secure is a summative assessment given to 9th 
and 10th grade students, that is aligned to the ACT and the 
ACT College and Career Readiness Standards. 

PreACT Secure measures what students have learned in 
the areas of English, Reading, Mathematics, and Science.



PreACT Secure 

● PreACT Secure  Accommodation Resources can be found on 
Wisconsin PreACT Secure Webpage and the DPI PreACT 
Secure Accommodations and Supports webpage

● Accommodation and support resources coming winter 2023

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/wisconsin/preact.html#step3
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/accommodations
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/PreACT/accommodations


PreACT Secure cont.

● Accommodations and support for the PreACT Secure  are 
entered directly into the PreACT Secure PearsonAccessnext test 
administration portal.

○ Do not require prior approval from ACT
○ Must be entered by deadline outlined in Schedule of Events  

● 2024 PreACT Secure Accessibility Supports Guide  - coming 
winter 2023.

● ACT no longer offers testing materials in English Braille 
American Edition (EBAE).

https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action


ACT & PreACT Secure Contact 

Questions related to ACT or PreACT Secure 
may be directed to: 

Nikki Braconier
608-266-1075

nicole.braconier@dpi.wi.gov 

mailto:nicole.braconier@dpi.wi.gov


ACCESS for  ELLs

ACCESS for ELLs | WIDA

No changes for ACCESS

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access


AltACCESS

What's New for AltACCESS

WIDA has completely revamped the 

Alt-ACCESS assessment, and it will be 

administered for the first time this year. If 

you will be administering it this winter, 

please pay close attention to the updated 

training for the new assessment.



AltACCESS Cont.

● Kindergarten is added

● Spans the whole range of proficiency 

○ DPI will set exit criteria in fall 2024

● Standard setting in summer 2024

○ Score reports will be delayed until Fall of 
2024



Alternate Assessment-DLM



New for DLM

● DLM has an easier path to access the DLM training site

● Educator Portal has a new look

● New training on “How to Interpret and Use Score Reports”

● First Contact Surveys have been revised 

https://educator.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
https://vimeo.com/831610049/ef343e83d5


What Should Be Done Now

● Add users to Educator Portal

● Create Rosters 

● Teachers can begin their training

● Teachers can complete:

○ First Contact Surveys and 

○ Personal Needs and Preferences can be completed

● Instruction and Assessment Planner can be accessed



What Can be Done During Testing

Test observations using an 
app called KITE Collector 

Monitor test administration 
using the “Test 
Administration Monitoring 
Report

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/protocol


DLM Score Reports

 PDF student reports through Educator Portal

● Wisconsin Summary report

● Performance Profile-helpful for IEP meetings to further 
explain the Summary Report with can-do statements

● Learning Profile-helpful for curriculum planning

● Be sure teachers have access to Score Reports



Questions/Thoughts



All Things Alternate 

Alternate 
Assessment 



Alternate Assessment Requirement(ESSA)

1. With the reauthorization of ESSA in 2015,   states are required 
to define and establish criteria on identifying students with the  
most significant cognitive disabilities:

2. Alternate standards and assessment is only for students with 

the most significant cognitive disabilities.

3. States must ensure that no more than 1.0 percent of assessed 

students in the state take alternate assessments.

https://www.ed.gov/esea


Wisconsin Definition 

Determine alternate assessment based on 

● State Definition
● Sample Special Education Forms: I-7-A
● IEP Team Discussion and Decision

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/students-most-significant-cognitive-disabilities
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/doc/form-i-7-a.doc


Suggestions for Providing Evidence for I-7A

First Section:

• Cognitive functioning
• Adaptive behavior functioning
• Accommodations/Modifications
• Instruction/Achievement

Second Section:

• How long instruction is aligned to alternate standards
• Review of DLM scores



Provide Evidence for I-7A cont.

Third Section

• Share difference in standards/expectations
• How you will measure achievement

 grading, earning credits, report cards

• Explain district policy on graduation and type of diploma



Evidence for Section Three

Document that you discussed and provided 

Resources for Families:

Parent Guide on Essential Elements     

DLM Assessment  Brochure              

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/parent-guide-essesential-elements2018.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/DLM_Brochure_for_Families.pdf


IEP Team Meeting

● Careful consideration
○ Instruction and standards drive the 

decision
○ All subject areas 

● Make an informed decision
○ using information form previous 

evaluations
○ presume competence
○ error on the least dangerous assumption 



Not for all students with Intellectual Disabilities 

Students with Intellectual Disabilities can participate 
in general education assessments with 
Accommodations:

● in and access to the general education curriculum 

● and supports for districtwide testing

● and state testing



Assessment for Everyone

• Most students with IEPs take the same statewide 
assessments  as their peers without IEP

• Some students with IEPs take the same statewide 
assessments as their peers without IEP, with 
accommodations  These accommodations are 
provided and used during instruction

• Very few students with IEPs take alternate 
assessments, which are based on grade-level 
alternate academic achievement standards.        
Less than 1% statewide



Opting Out 

● Assessment FAQs 
● 95% participation of all and of students with disabilities 

● NCEO Tool Kit on Participation

● DLM Student does not respond  entry

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/faq
https://nceo.info/Resources?text=nceo+tools+on+participation&topic=11.119
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dlm/faq


Time for Sharing or Questions



1% Participation Threshold Procedures

1% 
Participation Threshold 

Procedures



1% Participation Threshold

   Less than 1% 

Statewide

on 

Alternate 
Assessment 



1% Participation Threshold

ESSA

For each federally required subject for 

which assessments are administered, the 

total number of students assessed in that 

subject using an alternate assessment 

aligned with alternate academic 

achievement standards may not exceed 1.0 

percent of the total number of students in 

the state who are assessed in that subject.



Test Participation Statewide



Districts Exceeding the 1% Threshold

34 CFR Part 200.6(c)(3) 

A State must—

(ii) Require that an LEA submit information justifying the 

need of the LEA to assess more than 1.0 percent of its 

assessed students in any such subject with such an 

alternate assessment;

(iii) Provide appropriate oversight, as determined by the 

State, of an LEA that is required to submit information to 

the State; and

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-II/part-200


Districts Exceeding 1% cont.

iv) Make the information submitted by an LEA under 

paragraph (c)(3)(ii) of this section publicly available, 

provided that such information does not reveal personally 

identifiable information about an individual student.

34 CFR Part 200.6(c)(3)

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-200.6#p-200.6(c)(3)(ii)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-200.6#p-200.6(c)(3)(ii)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-II/part-200


Districts Exceeding 1% Participation Threshold

Districts must verify students taking the alternate 

assessment (DLM)  are indeed student with the most 

significant cognitive disabilities.



Notification Letter
Districts exceeding the 1% cap

●  Receive a notification email mid to end October

○ directing to WISEGrants for your districts data

● Posted on DPI website sometime in October 

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dlm/1-percent-participation  

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dlm/1-percent-participation


Subjects and Grades in 1% Calculation



Justification Process

Districts exceeding the 1% cap
● Districts superintendents must submit assurances and 

justifications to DPI via online application due in 
November.

● Justifications are to be made available to the public

● Directions on web page:  One Percent (1%) Participation 
Threshold

● Contact iris.jacobson@dpi.wi.gov with any questions.

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dlm/1-percent-participation
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dlm/1-percent-participation
mailto:iris.jacobson@dpi.wi.gov


Questions Anyone?



Assessment and Instruction Planner

Assessment 
and 

Instruction Planner



Instruction and Assessment Planner 



Instruction and Assessment Planner



Instruction and Assessment Planner

Available NOW

computer-delivered alternate 

assessments that are intended 

to be integrated with 

classroom instruction 

throughout the school year.



Instructionally Embedded Assessment

● Optional and available to all districts 

● Teachers selected Essential Element to be assessed
○ Choose student, subject, EE, linkage level

● Administer Assessment in Fall and Spring  and end of year
○ Assesses only on the selected EE’s 
○ Test year end as entire test.



What we can do NOW

1. Review with staff DLM score reports from 2023
2. Update user list

○ add new staff
○ remove staff no longer needing access

3. Create Rosters
4. Test Administrator training is available
5. First Contact Surveys and Personal Needs and Preferences 

Profiles
6. Us the Instruction and Assessment Planner



What are you thinking about?



Alternate Academic Achievement Standards

Alternate Academic 
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Statewide Standards and Competencies

Wisconsin   
Academic 
Standards

Alternate 
Academic 

Achievement 
Standards 

(Essential Elements )

Early
Learning 

Standards
(WMELS)

Social 
Emotional 
Learning 

Competencies

https://dpi.wi.gov/standards
https://dpi.wi.gov/standards
https://dpi.wi.gov/standards
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/essential-elements
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/essential-elements
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/essential-elements
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/essential-elements
https://dpi.wi.gov/early-childhood/practice
https://dpi.wi.gov/early-childhood/practice
https://dpi.wi.gov/early-childhood/practice
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/mental-health/social-emotional-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/mental-health/social-emotional-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/mental-health/social-emotional-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/mental-health/social-emotional-learning


Essential Elements

Wisconsin Alternate Academic Achievement Standards

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/essential-elements


Mathematics in Wisconsin

Wisconsin Standards for Mathematics

https://dpi.wi.gov/math/standards


Questions/Comments



Other Updates and Resources

Other Updates 
and 

Resources



Taking the Alternate 
Assessment Does 

NOT 
Mean Education in a 

Separate Setting! 

The General Education Curriculum

Not an Alternate Curriculum! 

(TIES Brief #5)

https://files.tiescenter.org/files/Mdg9JhH6n-/ties-brief-2
https://files.tiescenter.org/files/Mdg9JhH6n-/ties-brief-2
https://files.tiescenter.org/files/Mdg9JhH6n-/ties-brief-2
https://files.tiescenter.org/files/Mdg9JhH6n-/ties-brief-2
https://files.tiescenter.org/files/Mdg9JhH6n-/ties-brief-2
https://files.tiescenter.org/files/TNcTi9iMCX/brief5-the-general-education-curriculum-not-an-alternate-curriculum


More on Best Practices

WCASS Tomorrow

Supporting Best Practices for 

Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities

September 21st 10:15-11:30
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BEST PRACTICES FOR STUDENTS WITH
SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES

This Long Awaited Workshop Includes:
● DLM Assessment Administration training
● Increased understanding of best practices of:

○ Instruction 
○ IEP writing
○ Progress monitoring 

● Access to Instructional Resources 
Click here for more information.



Coming Soon

● New additional Science EE’s 
● Science workgroups
● Opportunities to participate in DLM work 

https://atlas.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mcform&view=ngforms&id=2045842#!/


SWiFT

National Center on Inclusion Toward Rightful Presence 

New federal awards to SWIFT Education Center will fund projects that move 
schools from inclusion to rightful presence 

Partners announced for KU initiative to move toward rightful presence in regular 
education classrooms 

https://swiftschools.org/what-we-do/towardrightfulpresence/
https://today.ku.edu/2022/09/21/new-federal-awards-swift-education-center-will-fund-projects-move-schools-inclusion
https://today.ku.edu/2022/09/21/new-federal-awards-swift-education-center-will-fund-projects-move-schools-inclusion
https://today.ku.edu/2023/08/25/partners-announced-ku-initiative-move-toward-rightful-presence-regular-education
https://today.ku.edu/2023/08/25/partners-announced-ku-initiative-move-toward-rightful-presence-regular-education


Thoughts/Comments/Questions



Thank You and Contact Information

Michael Peacy
Office of Student Assessment
michael.peacy@dip.wi.gov
(608) 267-1288

Iris Jacobson
Special Education Team
iris.jacobson@dpi.wi.gov
(608) 264-9557

mailto:michael.peacy@dip.wi.gov
mailto:iris.jacobson@dpi.wi.gov

