
 

Greetings Assistive Technology (AT) Forward Community of Practice Members, 

We apologize for the delay in getting out the April and May updates, so this email contains 
information and resources for the last few months. 

Congratulations on all your hard work and getting to the end of the school year! Whoever 
said teaching was easy was never a good teacher. Teaching takes time, continual learning, 
forethought and lots of patience. This time of year, it is important to close out the school 
year with good data, take care of our equipment that will be stored over the summer and 
make sure our students who are leaving us are prepared for independence with their 
technology.  At the end of the year, this is when progress monitoring is essential. Take the 
time to look at how your students are using their assistive technology to not only help 
with your goals and objectives, but to also look towards the next year. Assistive 
Technology is all about looking Forward.  Forward to the next school year or major 
transition event.  Ask yourself and others on the students’ team questions such as:   

• Do I need to order digital or braille textbooks to provide for AEM needs ? 
• Do I need to teach any new teachers about how the student uses their technology? 
• Does the student have access to tools for summer school? 
• Is the AAC device personal or school owned backed up in case of damage over the 

summer?  
• Is the technology making a difference in terms of increasing, maintaining or 

improving their capabilities? 
• Is the student able to advocate for use of their Assistive technology? 
• Is the student ready to transition to work or more education and if so do they know 

what tech they use and why? Consider writing a letter to DVR for support of their 
AT needs.  

Thinking ahead and planning for the next year now will save time, energy and frustration. 
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Assistive Technology Lending Center (ATLC) Updates 

The state lending library will soon be closing for the summer. The last day to checkout an 
item is May 14th with all items needing to be returned by June 14. The Lending library will 
reopen in the fall after Labor Day.  

We wanted to take a minute to wish Donna Hudson a wonderful retirement. Donna, who 
has run the lending library for years,  will be retiring in August. Thank you Donna for all of 
your hard work, dedication and assistance. You will be missed!  

Below are some tips and reminders for returning ATLC devices. 

• If you have a district lending library of devices remember to remove all batteries 
from devices for proper summer storage 

• Devices that require charging should be charged before storage 
• Students / parents need contact information for vendors if their personal devices 

need repair or updates over the summer  
• Students who are leaving you need written information on items they have used 

including manufacture, information and reasons they need the technology. Need 
an example or two? Transition letter one and two.  

• Documentation of what technology was trialed with a student and the data driven 
outcome  

WisTech 2024 Trainings: Sneak Peak 

We are getting the 2024 WisTech webinars lined up and you can look forward to the 
following topics: 

• The ABCs of AAC by Abygail Marx and Jennifer Schubring 
• Artificial Intelligence (AI) and AT Ethics 
• Outdoor Recreation AT 
• Assistive Technology for Executive Functioning, Mental Health, and Cognition 
• Assistive Technology and Party Planning 

To register for any of the above  trainings please follow this Zoom link.  

All WisTech trainings offer FREE CEUs and CRC hours. Don’t miss out by signing up for 
the WisTech Listserve. 

Wisconsin Center for Blind and Visually Impaired (WCBVI) Update 

Monarch Waitlist is Open! 

The Braille Metamorphosis has begun! The Monarch Waitlist is now available to join. 

This game-changing refreshable braille display from the American Printing House for the 
Blind (APH), which can also render tactile graphics, will be soaring into classrooms this 
fall!  Secure your spot on the Monarch Waitlist today to stay in the loop on important 
updates and be among the first to know when the Monarch is available for purchase. Stock 
is limited, so don’t miss out! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IZuGtnA9ZvXPqtHLb9_qJsPMSdnTi-VdGvh0VRwh6Qg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16r55ApDDX3Llpj2ZwVkUTjL2dWZBAukhT8Juks1twJc/edit
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wistech/wistech-assistive-technology-trainings.htm
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/subscriber/new?topic_id=WIDHS_539
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1tE0mP9lBMeIzvbuXa0H0aaWgnwO92pfIyrwsd6RFxvjJbrJ3CjOb84qRFj-7UGvb2gcdOR1Lac0xfIpy5jZYTmhh21mbx3VzFSLAIKGBmMf-8rGpMgUhUSoLwjCtFUNZ2KOJHpedZDMv_6fX4LZfz7JlI4p1QXamU_tzqvygHf9ppyaTcSa0Xz1ZAWYaTQYhIFB6NwNBap65DhvKzDFS5lC54orizeB4x6VShAP88zl0atkz6mbBQ8OK--7XYli-479FMMukC1G-aIPqyzNS_X-gC0H3HuS0a_mkMz4wqIXBUbZcX4b1R2GqdufM3S55/https%3A%2F%2Faph.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df36877787e431c3edc0020ff5%26id%3D875218bd6b%26e%3De38df09c6a
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1O-x4kSmsbnO1cdXRRJhI4xIhoMkfOy7T_3t65F0QsY1LLX_8C7q0i_0boJiGOFqRsnpoWvoAoilUR0tIH85Ph6ltSJPSPZiQGs44iSBZmLUJ_qUoUYVi8wls1VwtTpSplrfQ6Z8dsHk0gj4Nb8tAJsd8hO2mYzvC72SVuziAynWtnzZxXL4gNqCA-BzUnG3A8_5xW-UYYVxIS3ElqtxtcNaIxrfpySsXAhVjuxlIpzu0zWII692_E7UcUv516C29WjbklzPK3bRi5GPsJe30tMm6giq74Z5WHOFKWIWvLiCkpsO32H0Jgh1PeQpfOeJp/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aph.org%2Fmonarch-waitlist%2F


What is the Monarch and why is it going to level the playing field in the classroom for 
students who are blind or low vision? Meet Monarch and learn all about the Monarch’s 
Development. 

Assistive Technology Resource Suggestions 

AEM: Notice of Interpretation Regarding Digital Instructional Materials 

In 2020, the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Center (NIMAC) issued the 
Notice of Interpretation (NOI) permitting the National Instructional Materials Access 
Center (NIMAC) to accept files derived from digital instructional materials. What does 
this mean for me? The NOI clarifies that the term ‘‘print instructional materials,’’ with 
regard to the scope of NIMAS in IDEA 2004, includes digital instructional materials. This 
includes digital learning management system platforms, digital textbooks and other digital 
learning materials. These materials must be accessible to all students and they are 
considered AEM. For more information, please review the NIMAC and Digital Materials: 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Who doesn’t like a free resource!  

The Coalition for Assistive Technology in Oregon (CATO) is pleased to announce that 
Education Tech Points: A Framework for Assistive Technology and its related publications 
are now available as free downloads from https://educationtechpoints.org/ . Education 
Tech Points publications, authored by Gayl Bowser and Penny Reed, have been a resource 
to the field of assistive technology since 1995.  The third edition of the manual was 
published in 2012 and was updated in 2023.   

Education Tech Points and its companion publications help AT teams and School Districts 
to define effective and efficient processes for the provision of AT services to students who 
need assistive technology.  In 2023, the CATO board of directors made the decision to 
offer the content of the Education Tech Points manual and companion publications as free 
downloads.   

Downloadable files include materials for professionals, parents, and students. 

Education Tech Points: A Framework for Assistive Technology (Updated chapters from 
the third (2012) edition) 

The ABCs of Assistive Technology series: 

• ABCs of Effective AT Consideration 
• ABCs of AT Case Management 
• ABCs of Effective Administrator Support of AT Services 
• ABCs of Effectively Evaluating AT Use 
• ABCs of Understanding Assistive Technology Devices 
• ABCs of Improving AT Services 
• Assistive Technology Pointers for Parents (English and Spanish) 
• Hey! Can I Try That? (English and Spanish) 

That could work for me!  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/18Vk7X3W66FwmQgBV57FV293YFU-U4pfUpMDQkLtWckNVibUgwfAWnABQTLcUpK1irnPCeU6wbDO0gubUQbxyZeQhzniXiMolG41uDR3E-2U99vv5iLoJ6MslYWQ6sC-aGZZNqmXb-O67MC-DdS54HGJlKqlzselipsDDS_g2luRx1YmYdI0xVtOoZnPDyf5Kgj51lEfQxGbaYw6_oNuwhbA-5dn3sd4_YoHIAsuug9NX085nX_9CNUZ5xjxoM2zbrxhdOoF9TaspjL42wJTHP5qt7JI-Zvx_UCql6OmbJRQbDFQibFMRiidF7YnZ8dri/https%3A%2F%2Faph.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df36877787e431c3edc0020ff5%26id%3D984f0101bf%26e%3De38df09c6a
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1G8bAxvtWvmSG4La16rDwLE8QZTKjVt1dDXw8YfFTqIPCNDrHSR3Y_XfdJzj4s9uMC3VXQPuDFKdun_b5RiqUY7ae4SVafUP0r9EsLZHFIVg4Tzm_CBNVC8aDAWHfokIpXJ6ATySh0m5_Aiy5znkhBXc5WtL_X_cCDf_EM8c3tiXCNCGlG75mMTJlOeqB8PFTOCH4JbRM0xwNNgh1VoeN2u2AqIxi0ERs268De6LtVr8t3tJCu-AWOVraQouFX8SDGA3otlHwLkmK4pDz3F7mxXlsBAGgcZzb-B7aOL2k2Bj8T1_SE75jeyljTJ6tfDkK/https%3A%2F%2Faph.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df36877787e431c3edc0020ff5%26id%3Da3b939b587%26e%3De38df09c6a
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1G8bAxvtWvmSG4La16rDwLE8QZTKjVt1dDXw8YfFTqIPCNDrHSR3Y_XfdJzj4s9uMC3VXQPuDFKdun_b5RiqUY7ae4SVafUP0r9EsLZHFIVg4Tzm_CBNVC8aDAWHfokIpXJ6ATySh0m5_Aiy5znkhBXc5WtL_X_cCDf_EM8c3tiXCNCGlG75mMTJlOeqB8PFTOCH4JbRM0xwNNgh1VoeN2u2AqIxi0ERs268De6LtVr8t3tJCu-AWOVraQouFX8SDGA3otlHwLkmK4pDz3F7mxXlsBAGgcZzb-B7aOL2k2Bj8T1_SE75jeyljTJ6tfDkK/https%3A%2F%2Faph.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df36877787e431c3edc0020ff5%26id%3Da3b939b587%26e%3De38df09c6a
https://www.nimac.us/notice-of-interpretation-regarding-digital-instructional-materials/
https://www.nimac.us/notice-of-interpretation-regarding-digital-instructional-materials/
https://www.nimac.us/
https://www.nimac.us/
https://www.nimac.us/nimac-digital-materials-faq/
https://www.nimac.us/nimac-digital-materials-faq/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1aZbre4I4YzIMkB9-iBVBMUL0yhW_279TP49PRtvKFkIz0FmbpgVooa4MVutR4clcmJZ40dCU_gL4Eqy3tgca1bEg26_mTOkIzw6_YDzRSrXgdPl8xu-TsOuLsuwpyTRqFJzfhHmVTjTysMvHuU6OCQGe3Y7WJ7hdBsCZaoXyhnYVw6lrwkLT5GMThBNt9otfPUjqbH6gZEJIjSk8fHMlX0vAUmMgYZq8bGdcVlKxVDA72uzWWvWLDaXAPS0U2mk919X_djWSu8KvIyZYHzY7pWlYwL2Ch1s_SPMRK7yOFh8ntJvWFQ89jWW_38hwY3d-/https%3A%2F%2Feducationtechpoints.org%2F


Thanks to all of you who have purchased CATO publications over the years.  All proceeds 
have been used to provide assistive technology devices for Oregon students with 
disabilities through a grant application process.   

Visit the Education Tech Points website to review these publications and many other 
resources to help in developing your assistive technology services. Penny and Gayl will 
continue to add resources to the website, so check back frequently to see what’s new. 

The Case for #CamelCase 

Hashtags on social media seem to go in and out of vogue, at least as far as what I’ve seen. It 
also depends on the platform being used. But one thing that has been consistent, and is 
thankfully getting better, is the use of Camel Case for hashtags. 

So what is a Camel Case? Imagine you are reading a hashtag that says #makeitaccessible. 
It’s a longer hashtag, and it can take time to pick it apart to determine where the spaces 
are supposed to be. Screen readers will read this as a large word and more than likely it 
will be unrecognizable. Those with learning differences may look at the string of letters 
and get a headache. 

Now imagine the above hashtag says #MakeItAccessible. Much easier to read isn’t it? And 
if you are using a screen reader or other assistive technology, it will pick out the words and 
read the hashtag much better. 

So the next time you’re on Instagram or Facebook (or honestly, whatever social media or 
circumstances would use hashtags) try using Camel Case to make your hashtags more 
accessible to everyone! #CamelCaseForTheWin! 

Sometimes All We Need To Do Is Start A Conversation…. 

April Resources 

The month of April had us engaging in a variety of areas. If you missed these, please take a 
moment to look at the Awareness areas for last month in April. 

• April 17th is Assistive Technology Awareness Day:  Educate yourself and others 
about the essential benefits and vital role AT plays in the lives of those with 
disabilities.  

• World Autism Awareness Day: Observed on April 2nd, World Autism Awareness 
Day aims to raise awareness about autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and promote 
acceptance and inclusion of individuals with autism.  

• Occupational Therapy Awareness Month  OT’s help our students become 
independent, enhance their performance in daily life, and encourage  participation 
in different activities. Assistive Technology plays a huge role in the therapies OT’s 
deliver.  

• National Deaf History Month and National No Limits for Deaf Children Day . The 
assistive technology that is available today for those who are deaf or hearing 
impaired is astounding. Take a few minutes to look at what tools are available to 
help those who are deaf live independent and productive lives.  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1aZbre4I4YzIMkB9-iBVBMUL0yhW_279TP49PRtvKFkIz0FmbpgVooa4MVutR4clcmJZ40dCU_gL4Eqy3tgca1bEg26_mTOkIzw6_YDzRSrXgdPl8xu-TsOuLsuwpyTRqFJzfhHmVTjTysMvHuU6OCQGe3Y7WJ7hdBsCZaoXyhnYVw6lrwkLT5GMThBNt9otfPUjqbH6gZEJIjSk8fHMlX0vAUmMgYZq8bGdcVlKxVDA72uzWWvWLDaXAPS0U2mk919X_djWSu8KvIyZYHzY7pWlYwL2Ch1s_SPMRK7yOFh8ntJvWFQ89jWW_38hwY3d-/https%3A%2F%2Feducationtechpoints.org%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rIuIQYv-muNjRQp7KQV2X6teADpUT4svk9nFiKo_XkHOjlk-gnYhBcHjgBaCu3cmHO2vPX1gZoooTftfK-UQtIGHvIukssLiy1DqOu35bAwpLydkNL45_ubHxzu2S37WpjY2dOsopdzZo_F5MLcHKidm7eWr7folvN6O-duEll7pKRoP4bKbrTG7hPnlJ393-H-iGMU7mtmU6bS85XIhk09-aniW_Hw2oBrsayHazPDX3Uj1-RfRsXaoZGcyBZWHgHXoVLIX9tzfgZk_j0G5RUX9YEL6IjPrhJ8SibuPmlOKQJX60jxJV1jpTBBT720n/https%3A%2F%2Fataporg.org%2Fpolicy-and-advocacy%2Fnational-at-awareness-day%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rw8WM1B9cVIJamqR1elFu-2ZlJnfT3fIsdUPNah-6rVoZZHSo6DCusqLFoLFsyH2kMtusDeaIUVkDsjR0GquY4nqJCiQ-zD0Vl-XmISH9TVLz3RIMKt4IsGVUdbyiH6TWA9woCoOxvTns-eVOMzehfoMBMcHVYpJDM4P9ExsvNqqEAXJlcl6tsP-_TTFqncZuocMJmsOjJFVNyvGwtmTbRnPtXLIRsO_qH_TiBwdCMwWtIolqNjahmSP4Mr7_rscRzfXS08HIXBNzegSRY_rFbOjSzmi7DyHLjUH5E6DQZVaHB0BOPevZeyXDOh8G1Y4/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.autismspeaks.org%2Fworld-autism-awareness-day
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1hrOTKrSsKP6i8rt-PafKR0PiEWtwihKNS7nH4m9q3qwbwEaMpJDYkRBXzq42PD5YwyfWWVBlq00AM1YlIh2KWHOkjUO1pbY_RNL8FBubYkhGIEoxBWDyUUAEPxu6v8RQ0NcSDjCdoUBc2VH1TSNjHbkfgvSlYKBJiCdRIetPqg6pj9iJZ4tevHEnmT7-JQ3ocWd2Ouh-HG257cXGdX4wmpLkPaR0HV2GB7BrrAHGELUZUv8k7XXfpZEb3xLOltn7ezXBFPKReID_tI6asKqDDul_Q6Eo788-4eP3NcUQN5xebMPBBylKBuJ62SumBiqO/https%3A%2F%2Fnationaltoday.com%2Foccupational-therapy-month%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-Xe477lqpHQ83B1oTwOGFEyaugr9ptJgU7bSxlpXM_FpWUe9PifUVJKoBodVvcUEkpb5282q7CipzIyXzTO80Cmp8hvZFFlcGBSMuPMDBLSMwAgsJECC7b9afBOribBJRbE0xvG2EYemP4Dw_3pra_au4PGYFdZXcgEJUDvYeJ0rsgJcg398UA183X5mb9RX6TAYdzdUY8EzGLRSQeAhHou-j5auTFLWPninMbVSnkBKTMxjt2qffv8joeB7ilOzyVkob9lOPIsV3hTlW6o3CXhMzEoHVXnK243aJ7QAp84RcYp9UrRx2SrIf6uawCps/https%3A%2F%2Fnationaltoday.com%2Fno-limits-for-deaf-children-day%2F


• Do you have students who think they can’t do something due to their physical 
disability? Take a moment to watch this inspirational video.  

May Updates 

The month of May is awareness for: 

• Mental Health -Mental health is an area we should not ignore. Sometimes assistive 
technology can be very helpful for individuals who need help with executive 
functioning skills, time management skills and medication management.  

• Arthritis - We often do not think about arthritis and students, but it can and does 
occur. Students with physical disabilities may need AT support in terms of carrying 
items, turning pages, participating in art, PE or tech ed classes. Take a minute and 
think about all of the things we do every day that require physical effort ( locker 
management!)  

• Global Accessibility Awareness Day  
• Please take a moment to look at the Awareness areas for the month of May. Think 

about what activities you could encourage or staff and students for the summer 
months. Learning does not stop just because school is out.  

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) Corner   

The lending library has a new vendor. We would like to welcome Talk To Me Technologies 
as a new AAC vendor to our state lending library. Talk To Me Technologies offers a wide 
variety of AAC devices including eye gaze systems , Zuvo  and Wego. Checkout their 
webpage to learn more . The lending library has purchased the Zuvo 12 with Vida Go, the 
Talk Pad Wego 8 and the Talk Pad Wego 10.  Contact Donna Hutson for more 
information.  

Assessment in any area can be difficult, but conducting an AAC assessment can appear as 
a daunting, overwhelming task. Knowing  where to checkout a few tools can assist you 
with this task. The Tobii Dynavox Company created a free resource called the DAGG-3 
(Dynamic AAC Goals Grid, edition 3). The tool was created by Tobii Dynavox but is not 
specific to their device. It helps professionals assess needs, track goals and create an 
implementation plan. The tool is available at no cost.    

Another tool is the Pragmatics Profile of Everyday Communication Skills in Children. This 
is an interview type tool to assist SLP’s and other team members in identifying current and 
emerging  communication skills.  

Summer time can be a great time for students and families.  But it can also be a time when 
students might lose skills. To assist parents with helping their child who uses AAC think 
about creating a list of ideas and core vocabulary they could use to maintain skills. For 
example the site Clinician Connect has free materials that parents can use to help with 
learning core vocabulary. Tobii Dynavox offers free materials for clinicians and 
parents  too that includes books, teaching materials and everyday implementation ideas. 
PrAACtical AAC supports is  another site that offers great free resources for teachers and 
parents.  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rbQJ1STo4mLWo7qNiYrUhQBY3EAI7ZGG1RH1dGyKXNCvd2YsBWollNoUsB-PkgQdyxmLIuJg_klKaseg7ruC5v1SjZtW7G80NHkIEbQ0X8KKH6HKPVnDNBszcP65Zqk3sPRPChKgfuY-5UN1f2u-2CJ7PdgRQOzxnbOJhRLTe1E9OKQ2pfpdfESjzvqN-SF7WngPhsmsQvBxTgYjrbzQpODLgbcB8gvU-6tf83cMvfwvKNeBG-Df5fkYx-c2yF8m6sp_T4y36kDjwcZIELQWgvNb5BdXCSzSKX9oxptWs-2Iee9MOUTRzpsW62PJDvjl/https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2FraMyyCsatx%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1hDxnQLSFrxB-jFoQ7-LClM7-NA2qduUzkUc9kBrKUyVq-2p7h-6csGMmc4FRUm4XcH6Yx90uyPtacLwN0dlbpTF6oNsqsxv2XZaV9MYvxx2pc9HL37b7KnSfDFAcM36U-7kNBJ6i28TNSNoQ6TW8mBGmg44yax9TEH0dDEGxBX3KYaGoavgBWyrHoFaNirmpf26j4g9kZwq51-yJ0BC4e7NQ1Ze2NnmG05dmxitz-2U_txlYxIR1E8SkXxh3IkftQMUUAmBVTHynKBW8j90OC9AzZUjRQE5HO88Aj73JWipKCwuTxzO5Rsk2mzGLv0cl/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nami.org%2FGet-Involved%2FAwareness-Events%2FMental-Health-Month
https://www.cdc.gov/arthritis/communications/features/arthritis-awareness.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/16-AnN2scdxhxJ8ojd33Xeyyl0ENfpDFyC7AqVMkzQWRlWCj0zikWEPSucyamjhrPYLThc9S1b9Dx57bgphYBtAbVAXtX8OjxCqixxLU8n_RT_Vigw8Xo4DGef4ntU0fG9L38PpCCku2v-pXaDb682oQVhK6b4ZQc0uPhSPkIJDP_jVrPpeul-4J_6Th3WRm_DA9D9-Z5vLUTjWFbod8DkGxAQCvYP4nbMP4VD-Fs5sJc1wQgEpBQNs1Jq2Uvw3mYpegmNJTI_A-YVJc3PGQ1-CEac3p7hy2g214-s_DtOWKC7sdPeGMWPxHbYCVLKH6w/https%3A%2F%2Fglobalaccessibilityawarenessday.org%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/17frDQbSbEoWRJCAg0kfJJDhxu5cRUsCrWLGN_-E32vfR4yJKDs3aSR3rvKDL0stgLOBZbAZgSs25XDE0hn12ALZx0jgQE3i0QwrzXdsSRyB3sjLB3xn-FS12zEiP6i7TqcWce2YK6Zj-x9uSEjTtRgUoBRvqwxqas3qgWtIGrDSjaBV3B8A7Zf43i5bLuHMuGe74mjbBG9Gty6bVb-wA-6_wm89DfXFx-z9mgLv8W_bLkPLukD9p1nwy-2VFd8yWRUMS2AO2_wZlh-5tXS0T8VUD1s6ycGOn4k1Hl1kIdGJUxv6fUEebtiZjlVxbHp8n/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.talktometechnologies.com%2Fpages%2Fallaacdevices
mailto:donna.hutson@cesa2.org
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1lYeb7h-tQTZwuqQlXPyRlGkb1mwF6lrfxMNXcJOmoqQ9TyzFfOFTQqzJVGHYBSpbhF342N1LxmVeh_iFakvsD_O_iuDjlfvypk2ZKZmC9CbnnHBdDcnxdMllu46HtVKc6Sg7RoEzSAqPfXRX1CHT0Cv0Xs1pqEm1nGwmchuZsG2Hd9BxxuKB10YdQUd9SYhqyeVrD5bkUCvy3IQSKODgP6sS28KWNgDCZealxLHeY-clZMF7XBcqfRS_sYIvITZaV_AT61UG3-r8Q9qHZaPUcAZxZklYfxATYqozHTW5t57wXDtchuLBHojkRl8AA63_/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tobiidynavox.com%2Fproducts%2Fdagg-3
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1lYeb7h-tQTZwuqQlXPyRlGkb1mwF6lrfxMNXcJOmoqQ9TyzFfOFTQqzJVGHYBSpbhF342N1LxmVeh_iFakvsD_O_iuDjlfvypk2ZKZmC9CbnnHBdDcnxdMllu46HtVKc6Sg7RoEzSAqPfXRX1CHT0Cv0Xs1pqEm1nGwmchuZsG2Hd9BxxuKB10YdQUd9SYhqyeVrD5bkUCvy3IQSKODgP6sS28KWNgDCZealxLHeY-clZMF7XBcqfRS_sYIvITZaV_AT61UG3-r8Q9qHZaPUcAZxZklYfxATYqozHTW5t57wXDtchuLBHojkRl8AA63_/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tobiidynavox.com%2Fproducts%2Fdagg-3
https://secure-web.cisco.com/19IUapfjwU3ff6Nsb8CWvvlHcPKMT1IlU7qp2W3nO6KFIyl_vEf6DM7uQrZxxO9K7yLk6VNraI7XPGhNDTakb-b2WhjjlhpCblfPVIlhRYaXtpcx0n3dDmqTQziPUSdIEstMiYiiqNB5sTBijdNZ6sLeCiLmIfsBmnt8LNpfYvDMGAfpTDSB5liFZ5zKCPaXvZRjkbcZ51s7Jr_nHEGwOvJy9TRqACaFkZ9JwDHTdfkKlaQS0_k1ZgrWrqpoEGZhUgPjiVCwfQP01n6BcMupSDM8kTRKL1t8z32S_8sUJmnLw6RxuL394Aj0GnqACrfra/https%3A%2F%2Facecentre.org.uk%2Fresources%2Fpragmatics-profile-people-use-aac
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1z7MOCBMQiPX3GYy3NPlx08bvMumkLwiD0HR7IpUdt_ck52kBO82AxDdPeF7ZcMtCreqi-ewS6Bjl5arkDvAYXb3F9SdHAgJHS1gz0ZHgvbrIzuv4E48nPk4__9BSIDlkzayrt_x_7ZctW0ez1OTKXpW40QgWoJ1S0r67EwcxjK1vx5ExShEu-CDiPAA0zxi9KWkkXLUvSaX_cTEuHvaZkq1N7PnHbfb68kloQfh6z8QM7RrrQjU2zd_H6nCdUcF21thKPHHx7DNhzLdaNY9dy-LA4VFCHN6i0sQS4pNjRlTZVCjRyNNK5mChddeYZNs8/https%3A%2F%2Fcommunicationcommunity.circle.so%2Fc%2Fmonthly-newsletter-freebies%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Ac22sY-iQ2PpLnw2OrKh_Am6d4Pt7muO0dGmFMQrv9fPXsbisoQcLFGKoYbxlFBITjopqchpD2s63-L2dmKNf7mUe0ehBZtv-R4PK4-iyCsPh66I5CRnRpuhetvWpJh1hXkxq4dXHY_FNtKZOnjj0VVjfz2qp4xmQ3UwsJuVBURPZpJJ52eYjkq3O7LKhuoiURkAZWUJq86qWyzg0dk5QaNM9vEAN-svRMp24QeU07px0J_XZ84KoXukCB_DJK7VHMp127x4Oj1zNkE5b5RJQVpnBxDNKwZnXihWaTlJkhv07qN0gDKXZzG02Cinvmcz/https%3A%2F%2Fus.tobiidynavox.com%2Fproducts%2Fcore-first-learning
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1932Rpnd_KExmZGAxz0buWqsYQpG67rL_nx7lqMt9nARqJxWxT8qVy7ghiyU5UK3obq3com29i4Af6Jsay4l-AH-nbKicHod-pWPQ73B5K5wYKWrZVZ8fe62TGfyaVWLSsTZr7b4IP_pS6ZKAAboR6-rfK_a-_W8nyy34V7u5fmSX4Xrdpiy4k3wQpC2oYLbnOxmb-0CYqFqF9A5dvhXOGHZZAxpOop8SKu3fyp1uOBdUdSwR6zyBChQ1U3ygM5VHqEUmjvPMt-He1aUzEJ7rTL8bUXAOukCYzPi1_w0n-SCeJxA_mogDvqbdcd4OECva/https%3A%2F%2Fpraacticalaac.org%2Fpraactical%2Ffree-resources-for-making-aac-and-visual-supports%2F


Another great way to assist students with learning more about their AAC devices to 
encourage parents to explore their child's device. If parents are more familiar with the 
device  they can assist their child in finding specific vocabulary. Lastly,  encourage parents 
to keep photos of special events that take place over the summer, so that in the fall the 
student can answer the question “ What did you do over the summer?”  

From the desk of Mike Hipple, an adult who uses AAC  

April: Wow, can you believe it is April already?? I know I can't. This month I decided to 
write about when a student finishes up their school journey, what do you do and how to 
support them, their family, and of course their assistive technology needs. No matter if the 
student is leaving for college, the world or work or staying at home, transition is a hard 
time for everyone. For many  students who have been in the same district for 15 to 
18  years, they might have known their OT, PT, speech, and special P.E. teacher for five 
years or more, and they might have the same aide or aides for years. It is understanding 
that the student might feel scared or frustrated when they leave the school community, 
how would you think you would feel if someday a person would tell you this. I was so 
nervous because that was my assistive technology community for 15 years.  

I remember thinking where to go when I have questions, need to get something new, and 
brainstorm ideas about how I can do things. I had a community of friends who use a 
communication device but they weren't professionals who went to conferences and 
workshops who had many many ideas and brought back some cool stuff for me to try. It 
took me around three or four years until I started learning about assistive technology and 
going to events like closing the gap to start my new assistive technology community.  

Meeting people like Kelly Fonner, Penny Reed, and Joy Zabala changed my life. What if my 
school team asked my parents and I to go to Closing The Gap with them or tell me about 
QATI email list? Will I start learning about assistive technology earlier? Maybe, but I don't 
know. If you have a student who might be interested in the field of assistive technology, 
please tell them about QATI email listserv and our forward community. If they are using a 
communication device, please tell them about Wisconsin AAC Network and the United 
States Society of AAC [USSAAC]. Tell them about how to get an assistive technology tool 
to try through the state's assistive technology libraries aka Independent Centers so they 
know where to go to get some support. Talk to them if they are planning to go to any state 
university, help them to contact the university's disability center. A reminder that 
Wisconsin universities might use different programs to help the students, please ask the 
student if they would like to start using the university's programs so you can help them 
learn about the new programs and tools that they will be using.  

Let's talk about the students who are in self-contained classrooms and their parents. First 
I am going to be guessing here but I did some researching. It is so important that students 
get out of the ordinary classroom as much as you can, because being in a classroom isn't 
the student's LRE{I just learned this when I looked things up}. The community is their 
classroom and in my blog, we will talk about it. Don't be afraid to have fun with this part of 
their education. Some assistive technology tools that you might like to look to have in your 
18 to 21 program are switch appliances like a mixer and blender, a switch when you are 



out in the community for quick hit messages, and some low tech and no tech assistive 
technology tools to use to communicate in the community. 

I want to talk about writing down directions and where to turn for assistive technology 
support. We touch on this throughout, but I want to talk about one more thing. Families 
might not understand why their child needs to use the assistive technology device and the 
device is in a closet. Please do follow-up and if you can stay in touch with the family so 
they feel supportive. Let's hope everyone has assistive technology tools that they need to 
use so they have a great life!! Enjoy what I found to do with the 18 to 21 programs and 
because April is Autism A month I found some blogs about Autism and assistive 
technology. High School/Adult Transition Life Skills Classroom Tour 

Transition Programming Beyond Age 18 

Assistive Technology for Autism: Tools and Benefits 

Examples of Assistive Technology in the Classroom 

May: Well, we are almost done with the school year, can you believe it? I know that I can't 
believe it. Please take some time to celebrate your assistive technology goals. You might 
have started an assistive technology team for your school district, you might have learned 
about a new feature on Google Chrome, you might have attended Closing The Gap or 
ATTIA. Whatever it was you should celebrate it! I believe that little wins like when a 
student wants to use their communication device, they drove their power chair safely to 
the end of the hallway, they advocated that they needed their walker, or they met their 
goal for standing. These wins are important especially  to the student. Remember the buy-
in for students to get them want to use their assistive technology tool is so important. 
Little wins for the school district could be, educating professionals who might not be in 
special education and assistive technology, having a parent night to educate them on what 
assistive technology is and why does my child need to use this, or have a chat with a 
principal about what does this student need to have. Remember to share with them our 
AT Forward Program, and  please tell them about micro-credentialing programs. Maybe 
they will take some of the classes to learn more about assistive technology over the 
summer. That will be awesome!!  

Now, I know some of you have attended Closing The Gap before, but maybe some of you 
didn’t or haven't heard about this conference. Closing The Gap is an excellent three days 
conference on assistive technology that takes place in Minnesota. All of the assistive 
technology stars will be there doing workshops on different topics such as AAC, assistive 
technology in math, assistive technology in reading, positioning, how to work with 
families, and many more topics. They have the best exhibit hall with a lot of the assistive 
technology and special education companies. They always find some new company or 
companies which are fun to learn about! I think my favorite part of the conference is 
seeing my friends that I have known and met there. I hope you will consider going. And if 
you see me, please say hello. I hope you will have a relaxing summer and take some time to 
learn about assistive technology.  

Who doesn't love attending a conference to learn more about assistive technology??? 
These are two amazing conferences coming up. The AAC In The Cloud is free and virtual. I 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/15G5UbtgoeABtJNxbe4KTqB4wTCJJ_nUU4CdIb36joPgN144rRx4UyxohGfsAH3L0jmqrHCYEYPf5-zxiuocyXXPAbd88Nd6B2sY5ixJgUEdOfRbPJqZrfByXpKiAPO7cnnHwyTVKCaqgRlEKr3AbQ6yKIuxNRogyVGsMOBTp6Fqpw_FrJqDrxXQVnW2haHS4gRUsKyF5BWnWkAv6J5Sk-Ya_jBZKJ4G9owLDTgHTlTdfzt6BPrzGGroSCNbyKHCTvOTyr2ePrK866YJD21y5twxQ6I_AgJk2vj7ZkvPOgDQ8vktqQSR6j4BNtRee0iDr/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spedadulting.com%2Fclassroomtour%2F
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/Transition_Programming_Beyond_Age_18.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1mJ3QaOdGBDfeTRU268km0DfEBP9mkfjJs1yeETtke6P0FnJCDF33Iy0iVC5d4JjHvkow-9vIlqX21EuG8qkNtdswwdx7eTUP6DB0k4gGRx3BxY5t918O2O8TnOrSofPSEns2VvtjF5Pwc-bz9APp-qgpuiL-01_PSncz-65r5WuQbAmC0wMKHb2hsFIG6t5To5IFqOwSymTeoy1KGKpGHju2bLcLDiXq9HkOqO1xWccTZMlDEXb0b9INij-gNt3f7pWLpPZQj8oO8Er5VIaC2ZT7wH1wOkOK9jQ0CCQyQhKidt997-Akz_fYVIzq9d4J/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.verywellhealth.com%2Fassistive-technology-for-autism-5076159
https://secure-web.cisco.com/10ojBvRyoRsONTPqxpd-hK9QyTXgbkLCOlHibm6dCLIALqIFRzC4l7bmbKHoh8m-D3lpLHbSSpfilwLE4ZWhdsZjTDOWpart7deDFNQ45J2JK6jjm7hApHuLbPvX6N1Tjb0C1Lj_XP09yubXFKj3bH5WqwWpgkxAgOJ7MeOLDJNVEBaGcM0LS-wFiNF3gvkanbQzcT5PqkEGjVZk3P4UkQqz9vX9RTXGgUS7CoV0O5QO_zvbztCpjEENODvzTt9VX1NOMktn3TkqfGdok247G5fDpXR7Sc-OP_IuuEQSZ8YZMwkHqKKro_W4-PaXPsHfk/https%3A%2F%2Fenablingdevices.com%2Fblog%2Fassistive-technology-in-the-classroom%2F
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/consultation/assistive-technology/at-forward


hope to see you at one or both. https://www.aacconference.com/ 
https://www.closingthegap.com/conference/  

Need another virtual option for learning? I just learned about this last year and it didn't 
work out for me to go, hopefully I can go to it one day this year. It is about all kinds of 
technology, not just assistive technology, but I think that it is important to learn about 
different kinds of technology and network with everyone and anyone we can. Plus it is 
free too. Summerfest Tech 2024 

Are you hosting an event? Do you need to have a speaker or speakers to come to talk to 
your group or school district? This is a tool to search for someone who uses a device or an 
iPad to communicate. Please think of hiring someone that is not name Hipple:). USSAAC 
Speaker Connection 

October is AAC awareness month and  I know it is a long way away but it is not a bad idea 
to start planning what your school wants to do before the end of the year. Please consider 
picking students to be AAC Stars. Watch out for information by USSAAC and WI AAC 
Network over the summer. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uODYi6uZDfWNTtHEzpIcLgiuIYN89u-
M7bUUEvx4Ss8/edit 

QIAT Community, Help Me Out! 

QIAT is a nationwide grass roots organization that supports the identification, 
dissemination, and implementation of the Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology 
services in school settings.  Posting a question is free. Often the people who are answering 
the questions are users of AT themselves and or family members. Consider joining QIAT 
to assist you and your team in learning, and connecting with others who are willing to 
share and coach others. 

Question:. “Hello QIAT team! Are you looking for more research based activities that help 
our AAC users? Well thank you goes to Kelly Fonner for posting this great resource on 
teaching the Alphabet with Variety.  

April: QIAT community, help me out! 

Answers from the group:  Jane Farrall an SLP and special educator who  has over 30 years of 
experience in the field of AT /ACC  posts a blog all about literacy skills.   Check out her site 
for all things literacy.  

Question:. “Does anyone know of software that will quickly convert a teacher created 
worksheet or PDF into a digital worksheet that can be manipulated (drag and drop)? I 
know how to markup a PDF with edits like arrows or lines but looking for something that 
can be easy for someone with a physical and cognitive disability. “ 

May: QIAT community, help me out! 

 Answers from the group:  Texthelp has one called orbitnote that is fantastic.  Kami can also 
do this but it is not as powerful. Kami has many free features. So does orbitnote. 

Read&Write and Orbitnote creating an inclusive learning experience for all.  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ZU8Bvc1lqL1qVrdz-5YYG6o86TG97Ra-OkElgmprrmeHyNpEYIrdgqmt1xwS9GjyDQeiMFDnLWA9wfKN1DICCb7dZ-UTQU7ulB6-TqnE0sNC2rQVTNEDUjuH_e3CtB9MmDt2At9RRpI3mRYhmKrEZqTUVFWM2ilv1lbme_uc673kN8gtTOkSOlu8fA8yTNsuKuAWsxdlPXI-wBvhd_yLkPVb5US56fqdZgR4Q1ZXxO0Jtq3T_Cl1WjRSRaGOE1hk3wRcvUbHgjMJEdJWgLSXAP6VlonkjXvZ3qA3Ssyjkxg_XoN3y-UpYI7GMjkHrzur/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacconference.com%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1wxIVEG_GS_PMuOsBhEQY3vqC0CjH0GFCGHR8MCWIsUKShv9ywIkc3UTxUjveljxl2uXKQ2DYuhHLXAgspr3cR8YRwu9bNUVbKoTKFfVn5C268F2fpfdzxLUXN5LaOOQvvP3PPNU1i0NrBhLgJvUcwCnYQf6p5RayvNCgn20nFrJwmak1dbcmRZ1QOPE6t_PxA_vWmpDc6qFxgaOULVc6QUzOcTe4yiW_xVMV7MDc8P8-VS-BBa7rd4KJclakGFJoURX9aPKEvABnlHuDwVwsYzb4yClFcgvF4ygqBipMgzjPUZgUUBULl1BJRxi8XgAU/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.closingthegap.com%2Fconference%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1zUdDDjlNe8bGISJGxG61o-3tM9IxmwJwDqYNF0Heoh1gI8Coe0qaPDvLvjuvAEUwmxoQgOAJ6ezEk-UGDB35Wgww58ovlgaYgGIUAYSe_2PfRnwjiP_LuVw5VvQWLOI6SoprBH1Bi6AS-K_3LvBmdaOP55Jj6J8eS73CA59WUzqkiIdpqQhHeTyEgPlefSBqRqqfQsYyrZLx7tsU6J5aupZ8-zz8cpW9iLeOtGOQake-FQiQ2Qvskk-V2hjFtes4bV-avSNHjDS3zyD6bgH09RAKq2QVGdlEXDe4My0friwWEGZOs297tHmdtbJu0q6F/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.summerfest-tech.com%2Fsummerfest-tech-2024
https://secure-web.cisco.com/11WmqmjFOnot-MWfL1IWi0K0O-W7-MtBTUHq6YU-V89DdfFXA4LldSXdX73pQaUKfsi3Dd6mwH4EgeKK9B4eC_nmouY_d7lQp6AP_d4ZB839KvRG9wDHiFfWFOT52QPL2jTkLcVWQaCoF7E5ZKk52zqT_IXQg_o89xM8tRcQ5LfiY6EJmZRDql-jL6FL2gpWiD7lZ2O31jbx4eDl_EKBLjuRZ60oEGpRtzKTM_KuKyzI24WqMacLXIPa1O7nLSKEWbK-GnyAB1XOodbU3oTi_uHhYdSGfEThF-e4I_16ugQZdHYZzvwz5UcDvc8oq0Z5L/https%3A%2F%2Fspeaker.ussaac.org%2Fspeakers%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/11WmqmjFOnot-MWfL1IWi0K0O-W7-MtBTUHq6YU-V89DdfFXA4LldSXdX73pQaUKfsi3Dd6mwH4EgeKK9B4eC_nmouY_d7lQp6AP_d4ZB839KvRG9wDHiFfWFOT52QPL2jTkLcVWQaCoF7E5ZKk52zqT_IXQg_o89xM8tRcQ5LfiY6EJmZRDql-jL6FL2gpWiD7lZ2O31jbx4eDl_EKBLjuRZ60oEGpRtzKTM_KuKyzI24WqMacLXIPa1O7nLSKEWbK-GnyAB1XOodbU3oTi_uHhYdSGfEThF-e4I_16ugQZdHYZzvwz5UcDvc8oq0Z5L/https%3A%2F%2Fspeaker.ussaac.org%2Fspeakers%2F
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uODYi6uZDfWNTtHEzpIcLgiuIYN89u-M7bUUEvx4Ss8/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uODYi6uZDfWNTtHEzpIcLgiuIYN89u-M7bUUEvx4Ss8/edit
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1DgLngu4PtzF96knR533traVKoJlPXFtKPGkHgfFyg-1zgDYxxHRNfrNy7xKb2k8aojIquT-PT2kDG5T0rarDNAwjOiJc_RDRWys7RC8cc-cSNtkCO_9wLo6fsjFCmKwSLlH-35IRnQUsZWt-xVkz8x63X8Ig16NxDFXqQ6YjZ8w8za7fDdk9QoRRntqKdSzKbfl6x14tNAFP9an-JzgpzTqhuljRS45wSVDB3qQbJubn2sfRFvVWkFAf_ipFLRd9w42zt3JYHwghdxOol6MY649oROsbpcaG3vYEL4Sc_ktt2ju4-RIbCSdDdzm_zA-k/https%3A%2F%2Fqiat.org%2Fqiat-list%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1DgLngu4PtzF96knR533traVKoJlPXFtKPGkHgfFyg-1zgDYxxHRNfrNy7xKb2k8aojIquT-PT2kDG5T0rarDNAwjOiJc_RDRWys7RC8cc-cSNtkCO_9wLo6fsjFCmKwSLlH-35IRnQUsZWt-xVkz8x63X8Ig16NxDFXqQ6YjZ8w8za7fDdk9QoRRntqKdSzKbfl6x14tNAFP9an-JzgpzTqhuljRS45wSVDB3qQbJubn2sfRFvVWkFAf_ipFLRd9w42zt3JYHwghdxOol6MY649oROsbpcaG3vYEL4Sc_ktt2ju4-RIbCSdDdzm_zA-k/https%3A%2F%2Fqiat.org%2Fqiat-list%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1fvDN2nuPx0aO2AlmIEa8MI36TXbEzNvGwyQlrWVlWQpPTBCK_bT_DxDWJunM789H8puEBWF_xBQW1Chyh63CcoSQMoHLR0dX1Q6IKDusnw6Aq86AaVHQknv3QMZJJRSKu6hOpCuY4CBNgILD3XUrUroEJuD5IsogafOkwZq37YyxTkZZ96O8-1Xnk8A9sV1ba-r32Xx2E1HmDBuNeiNTT23ZpMsM4a_E8iqrvRBCTjmKrXoP1OKVdK43KXZ29HrZ5094_lE4-41-vzosbWVYsYzK6Jiv6-Mou1wLKFR8mDXmF6suhzgNq1gPwp--oAUq/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.janefarrall.com%2F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apGz1ktV75k


PDF Escape might fill the bill for you. 

PDFescape  

If you are an Apple Ipad user we had great success with GoWorksheet Maker   

Try Interactive Worksheets For all Languages and Subjects | Live Worksheets 

It allows you to upload a traditional PDF and convert it to an interactive worksheet.  You 
can then assign it to the student - making it easy for them to access.  

Feature Match:  Resource Databases  

Feature matching occurs when you look systematically - either formally or informally -  at 
what a  student needs. In the process of determining what features might work for your 
student you will need a product or system  to try. This process  can be difficult in terms of 
even knowing  if a product exists. The world of assistive technology is always changing and 
keeping up with those changes can be difficult. This is where a resource such as the one 
created by Closing the Gap can be extremely helpful.  This ever changing database allows 
the user to search by hardware type, software, vendor or other type of product ( such as a 
switch, mobility device or daily living tool. The database allows for very specific search 
parameters such as search by: writing, elementary, physical disability. Each area will also 
allow the user to just explore what products might be available or look for a specific 
product.  

Here are a few other places to learn about what AT might be available. 

Looking for an app? Try exploring Smartappsforkids.com 

How about Android apps for assistance  for those students with dyslexia. 

Looking for independent living aids? Try exploring  Living Made Easy. 

As always, remember to check with your district's technology policies to ensure 
compliance with all software and applications compliance rules. .  

Feature Match:  Executive Functioning  (Updated)  

When conducting an IEP and having the conversation about “whether the student needs 
assistive technology services or devices, “  consider the following questions. 

✔ Area of Student Concern- Executive 
Functioning  

Potential Solution Feature Match  

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to manage larger tasks like research 
papers or other large projects? 

Consider programs such as graphic 
organizers or outlining  programs 

Get Ready, Do, Done! by Sarah Ward  

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to assist with  managing time or time 
related concepts? 

Consider items such as  

Visual Timer 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1xXkKfuaZKB8y_XutjAx--nb4VtC9TfwZAQfin_j7sDBEzlMol_-nTa47kWepo-nL6wNZB9Vs_P8EjHLpEJObTCLa09XpHbRg7FQRY1N982Q7CH6NoY-ZpTN4yoTMwamC-g_PlwbRWDIBENcDUAzyJ1nkiPhmpQDDAshuD63Dhzo-1bomKaa0VduxLrFc45t9Ze1DOSHQB-ZFgU2CulOq_-cinUTeXtJkJv3RQvwNVGi4WiF8ovfYxcJ3AvmSN7N6jnbq92cQv5fCESpGPUuJ83rhL6h666wrZlGR3LKnn0Qjf8sLZdOG-H9FUeuq5ALy/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pdfescape.com%2F
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/goworksheet-plus/id1074020582
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1YXHu_1Bmf38GCNP_LBhl0FTWENCXz5UG2IDq0CxbJpWbt8Sml_RpeT8zRc_6MsyRY1YqKKY7tuy_peRwb1qxoNQnMl-Mmy48wETc4-XUVoPHwzpOm5cp9mHHWUoyjvi8OedzVGLCFQJ17v93_Nkx4nyEmv-1I1pu3ljtcfP-b7GpVXPOqPVHObS6rYhkMiXNdn5jhgZJtGDrHbywaWt7Lyplpd5r-UYgkStkMhdAxv54gtw8d3p4oYrWOc2w8Y_DwNKI_pgcqz-9xjtlleQMh4SZBfuze13EiZt5GP8z8uYwlkKJjjVQ4fhw0b873AXO/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liveworksheets.com%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1_hPwC7xowY5yhxFZ3WbBiw4Tld_34TALdhGYO8ziupKQuKq_gcQXdBJw9Jppn-A0j4nReS4huxSkOmMeZ5ME3MCSgw7xf4zJH0dZ67_vbVr9Yc175Mmha_yJEljIlRrIKS8tl-qRnPJzaYd9aAVVKT-TOtzjJZW7kj4ajsXAB7teT3LCYXAPBo-02tpGbVGedcupGMWVvZCcPJ5cQYvaz-eP8JMOQtukVlFpmMUHIvqHl23TgH7rP6lWFgp62S3hSglucGe0cFXkWxqCeN4VEQMW1MbJrPoh3i5bzGPrMr9zpmc9DzV-QHFz6iUVWmAp/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.closingthegap.com%2Fresource-directory%2F
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1TZOr57wq3PFit3Pl2qRFrZVL7Gk5GIxjc25vfUpr3bKag8W7VE0u8NNjzH4Bo1pxjZ_cbYL-0X1OGD-Ub40WgTjRuYj7EEyPduNw22d3LnluFy0OIclMU2xUpggIxuTuta_osvzozFVmdY9FRuOsxo-rIyF7b9LBixk1PGc9N__HQfTy-LWUx9xPL5-hJVHEMxqkSRXKY4tVVqoGhjOJ9oNxb0dJddY5uAfOSVJkeJBXi_cWT6f2cmZr0m0j0mwhrnkfW8Icf7UaKqjfyzfXmfpzvgIpD-BMC-5-j96EmRHBnm46PdjsaZ5n1lUgw502/http%3A%2F%2Fsmartappsforkids.com%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-MGlP2pAmK20hLilRQXXdNJo_l4imnsi5sLEuQUejetH4wb2_69nY-ey2G89ceJWQ6k7ZA4YZt1aMUQUqLjfNjS6iUQVysFyvcc_Kqij_-u7-0ZYlJpBbecaIDozNrCW4QPlIt5nuhP-gJHhW2_ZjOK4HXORsHfVW2v1nGBMeIlEJtT-C4VMFjkUk9dE2TrExQmCQKqRKLA0aiLf_MVZ17uyEP-XgE7jQDVhkORrsZbbmC6zR2hSz7SWfwIMJAziBaf-dQH_-rcmpR66M7M0Ktqna9ok5RJWnMvk2qgHtGIhtoLWzkwhnQBXyu0giXLD/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.callscotland.org.uk%2Fdownloads%2Fposters-and-leaflets%2Fandroid-apps-for-learners-with-dyslexia%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1SfIY6irksgZtW0zotED-JaI-oHZfWFXidc5VXUvnNvRn1jBV95hiusBm6Wx_YByvOnQKjkJFtkJ0sc6KZ9IkR1Tinc76qULb5-9RBA7U_lN41h621Xl-vQrYE0B2cKLZ0qxtcbb3NneTWcUx0ITSlVlMdXICqAFPPEi1c1c4hzGp3QZbGOfW5aOtYI9VPb895QN1iFRLQ30j4dNXfOUdU_uLhLsuiRGuhcYtvtwXKDwj2Rc4hQI-PAAjI150gcq0cuD3orFbBtObvi88YVQnUdptKH3D6NH5TDgB3Ms9fV_7opWTz2xcOHXf0emlmxrh/https%3A%2F%2Flivingmadeeasy.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR31k1A7auAGzzjn9DtDSMMSpQvkh5YegwAkrJY8SnigxfYYXUAfh5O2Qw0
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ytsQSwVOEx-1byKP9d-7KD6p2O0KmaEEOvTUedYVsV17tOGsfpz8UUcA5wRGqQubAcRQNtZuROg9qVQm0rNQFsxcqyobuZ7F-qsbzLMijtZsPS7ACeRO4-m7i8q5QcfCHH7fdtEeir_brYMaMIyg6VBaY97wrZIsL1p4UcAkVVoW9300SHTLaBNWkcPZaYWSRTpQ8pCznrGB8A4zyZ8EBDhMdQ2pCYauqraoUDX_NLQaGSdhwc3ZY_50pXJWSucQu84d7zD11FzXfC5klF2jjdpbWfn2LoUdGsoTL6i4iwVXACmXA9_CjyfBz3JI9eXl/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.efpractice.com%2Fprojects-3-1


✔ Area of Student Concern- Executive 
Functioning  

Potential Solution Feature Match  

Smart Watch 

Low tech reminders like adding sticky 
notes to a student’s desk area to warn 
about upcoming schedule changes or 
events like fire drills  

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to assist with self management - like 
anger, stress or emotional regulation? 

Consider a self checklist  or program such 
as How does your Engine Run 

Social Stories  

Video Modeling 

Apps like  Calm, or Go Noodle 

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to help the student follow a schedule? 

Consider  

Google Calendar 

Check In and out system with an adult 

Smart tech like Alexis Reminders or Smart 
Watch Reminders 

Visual or Picture Schedule  

First Then App or board 

Setting alarms on iPads or watches 

Picture Schedules 

Work task in picture and word forms ( 
always think about promoting good 
literacy skills) 

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to assist with  listening and taking 
notes? 

Consider outlines, teacher or 
peer/student created notes 

Using the camera feature on a phone or 
Ipad  to take pictures of the board 

Livescribe Pens 

C-Print for those with hearing 
impairments 

Google Closed Captions or other captions 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1cNN-vfDJSRyHM5oftnn5Jq84yalC6dw34VY_6MLWbxOUXw364o7crQ4uJ2qLKqjBrPtBXtd9jvE9Rol6dvst_023a9kXj0-_xOfpJqO5x0kmsZSiZfjaKSxwneZ6IZfxvVpGdPf-Z7FUKLsKKSLky4wA5SYE1vjFu_gJ4TXRXAgB-L3m8hJsTLGVkLrRHV989o38umNxPWDhrA2-V2fO6txMwrF2sY7a64R9WodEVtpX68P9TeAmlQxgnidvwG3fCup1fvmcKjjgBY4LB8uIaYUXaRTwzw8luQdQ7f_aTeXdfflGbe6ovs-RSBnYkwtS/https%3A%2F%2Femergepediatrictherapy.com%2Falert-program-how-does-your-engine-run%2F%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DThe%2520Alert%2520Program%2520was%2520developed%2Cusing%2520a%2520car%2520engine%2520analogy
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1It1-T9v3BV6xRomkhcnt4PqS6u40TxAryZV02puCH0G-yu4ZpODsam2uT3T1EGmRaeZrmBivO_ilkoyKZu5OR2BkdenKMrHVkOT0-9oltc_XqK2JFb4YUfOAUUy8huQqVEeMTyoE2H1NFsLVasVF6MQ6keoq2XRZ1KOAaQOwxSdqNFxcmr_pWbWSvE1YGjxVZzVRP7UxPeU0mki7uF1yGegZ9hB352gEe3KfCsbah4ScUsXZ8IzN7ZemD3xkpbPyBrZLu5W0ZrLw9l3BNpu90Njku7-55926bsh66b-Yum8W0m6gzbPvK7yFBGzKM4zE/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.calm.com%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1zpXdenWzHpxhfOSchrbjIJAAFO3sfBogX65jPNoAcCiQU46WqRVt--Q1YmRcJ4ixXuYt04bW8m2HHiJUUTtIJyr_ZRKxzdyIx7wBF_FN7ChmHJ9WsdtAVegEI8AHHkTjUC3bYVJBz1wH9tMI_-4jLwysOJtIP6Jhrrb5AHhwGQOpZSLBk_5zhIyyG-xIpugeR1fuewFxi0ragob27FFeQCPUyMwslETfmM0AWdFwy2DwNHbgbkAPr9V8YA6qYt2BswbYjS6NE-YSvtMuCvQp9Yec1clF3B_4rSVO8eVCBlofEy1UKr0pC3TOYLb51hjK/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gonoodle.com%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/13qwhneUnfjZ2Dc5LlPkhcVL02vLhEaK9o5rfzzLkTpzIH9ZUw8yIh7d2mH6LSDdsOo-pd1a846HnLjkl4W7vHPJUaYN5AHQjiIJphc7fkyKbDGr6mo2TGtblCqSdsxgzIj1A11MX3ViQ55UgIJ32_ZNRme1E6DsLhbcVaBpWVgELivx9caHLjc-4PF9j3jHVSuT-rws9pBGrVkuabBZ36cJeJK_DDnZPtBd7VsTAibHqIIryIfLUhCqSdaj6BSz_sRRuChQN91dfqoJpDQ07RnKMjPWdlvT-jK4ydcCiqlYVE1KLppYpfYHDb93Uomcr/https%3A%2F%2Fus.livescribe.com%2F


✔ Area of Student Concern- Executive 
Functioning  

Potential Solution Feature Match  

Visual  descriptions for videos and or Alt 
tags for images  

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to assist with elapsed time? 

Consider a stop watch so the student can 
“see” time elapsing  

Time Timers or visual timers /apps  

Consider pictures of the student at 
different times of the day with different 
lightening  

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to keep papers organized ? 

Consider keeping things digital 

Teach the student to use a system like 
Google Drive or Keep 

Consider teaching students  to use the 
Control F keys to find content faster.  

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to assist with  following  verbal multiple 
step directions? 

Consider written directions and / or an 
auditory text to speech program that read 
written directions  

Picture directions (LessonPix)  

 
Are there accessible supports in place 
to assist with writing in an organized 
manner? 

Consider outlines or graphic organizers 

Consider programs like Snap&Read 
outlines, 

Evernote, 

Free AI Outline Generator, 

Scrivener 

 

Please note: Any listed app/website should be vetted prior to student use to ensure 
compliance with the district’s technology policy.   

Micro-Credentials Update 

Congratulations to the following people who have earned badge(s). We have now 
awarded 374 badges!  

We are empowering learners and raising the awareness of Assistive Technology!  

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/visual-timer/id1392401197
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ddGsSJV2_ycBwOoRw-WIAQO59n50k94XCaCDagMc0cQx0rlhk5_cZaDf2-evfWpzCkcsD7zzhc8Mgqv5V2ZKPb_8UXf5VxHgb0fPeCXUDPUpcjOJWBsBaR7R-a32WTr0XGasc4zsG5W7ko42cAL0vGY7eAalIaTEPC6Fzhhy29uMzhODTFI6jT0G2NEwWGsUWDVmKg_2bH43ExsgI8oL6woFuo5TUoDxX5qTVMr-wkdT5BcRUoEw07S1XcY_nlg42cM5uX4YCpILbnTSZAazxrBKT4oZxJhtVc0IilDFNfvDxYueTKk0X3nQuVXIs9FJ/https%3A%2F%2Flessonpix.com%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/196jLZSMObcII-EFSnnSrAt5dWvfhKmrowmsAHr8RUi5AZRKIwmohzFNHIXci_h4kaRk-D9BgK2Vghf0a-C0tznNg6DDQ4U5J0JFZqyWhOPGoHekTULf4CUPNxEjbGWmTJCtLnJgJl4-omtgdnodIC75uZJoX5B9lIbT8yqQLR2sGkLWEaet0BHRYK6xZuOscU-RlaWgR52XgrwXJvRD7SJNcW8gNPlWlFJN8gLGovNBhuHYJeyCO6Mp-DZ8Yzh_6sGgzkNLNhCSgEMbgH8eFZTTid7fBa3t7l2sRa189nJZPVqi4nsr-mGu7VKz2KJhN/https%3A%2F%2Fahrefs.com%2Fwriting-tools%2Foutline-generator
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=288b86a47c11e67b&cs=0&q=scrivener&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAE1QTUrDQBS2MpY2bVoNuLCr4AWSSUljlyIWBFspFEQRQpLJH0lm0sk0rT2BC0_hxpXgFQQvILgqniALD1AX2lptuvy-976f90rwsCBf7zvUtkUyYqGPbTGmxKVGlMwL_MWKoqIRx8l8u6Sf9gZngyv9GRQyUOU4KZJkJU7TMM1AhSsv4VELQ7hGKHBVlIE6x0uuBKHrTcZNk-nruaq47lIrlE882wpSP2EZ2BPq5z5joS3-52dgV6h1fYuShDhMvCR0wxTLshaY1m3OBNOhPNa8hXGNqy4ZRW6GaWImGytNqDPZVDNQEorHI-YRuqphUJPgjo8zwAmlrh8amDD7D2DUI8jOTRykIROhac6kKrPwNHQzwHOV32SljYZDmH9rApGMc4EXIUdr42Bd1TN15EYt9rBTTizqp_bi_FnxYKvTeLr5aMwaj99vwpF39_J13--_8u-fPx9ZD9_CAQAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjm3MrcssSFAxVED1kFHZ6BBmIQ7fAIegUIABDqAQ


Vicki Poff Janesville: 1 badge 

Martina Dosu Oshkosh Area: 2 badges 

Felicity Rose Kilmurray DPI: 2 badges 

Mike Hipple: 9 badges!!!! 

Nancy Vandervort: 1 badge 

Jeffery Ziel La Crosse: 17 badges!!!!! Marco Badge 

Kirsti Starkey: Fond Du Lac  4 badges 

Jessie  Koehler: Madison Metro 3 badges 

Mary Houser Sheboygan: Area 3 badges 

Kristy  Hrobsky Milton: 2 badges 

April Wheeler Ruhland Baraboo: 1 badge  

Lindsey Shay La Crosse: 1 badge  

Laura Warnke Shorewood: 1 badge 

Heather Maydak: 6 badges  

Terri Oliver Milton: 11 badges  

Alyssa Gentile: 1 badge 

Kirsti   Starkey Oshkosh Area: 1 badge 

Kristy  Hrobsky Milton: 3 badges 

Emily   Gauthier Oshkosh: 1 badge  

Testimonial: from Jeff Ziel “At the beginning of my journey into Assistive Technology I 
had much of the foundational knowledge necessary but lacked the knowledge on how to 
apply it. It was recommended to me to check out AT Forward. I wound up completing 
every available module. The information was exceptional and provided me with a 
template from which to grow our Assistive Technology program at Aptiv. I would 
recommend these Micro-Credentials to anyone looking for more knowledge on Assistive 
Technology.” 

 
What is AT Forward? 

The Assistive Technology (AT) Forward Project works with self-advocates, educators, 
practitioners, caregivers, and families to increase student autonomy in utilizing Assistive 
Technology tools to support access, engagement, and progress in learning. The AT 
Forward Project provides a variety of free resources and learning opportunities, including 
Community of Practice (CoP) meetings, micro-credentialing, and monthly email updates. 
See all past recorded CoP meetings on the AT Forward CoP Video Resource 
Library.  Please help us grow our AT community in Wisconsin and refer others to the AT 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/2022-23_AT_Forward_CoP_Meetings.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/2022-23_AT_Forward_CoP_Meetings.pdf
https://sites.google.com/cesa2.org/at-forward-microcredentials/home
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/consultation/assistive-technology/at-forward/monthly-updates
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/AT_Forward_Video_Resource_Library_2020-22.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/AT_Forward_Video_Resource_Library_2020-22.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/consultation/assistive-technology/at-forward


Forward CoP, by visiting the AT Forward Registration page.  From AT beginner to expert, 
the AT Forward CoP welcomes all knowledge level backgrounds! 

Together we can and are moving AT Forward!!  

If you have any questions or comments about the AT Forward Project, please contact 
Kathy White at Kathy.White@CESA2.org or Stacy Duffy at stacy.duffy@cesa2.org. 

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/consultation/assistive-technology/at-forward
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeds3XIcgF-3SJxMfix3jyDrFxrOjwXxvmE1VQOnaUNwia1zg/viewform
mailto:Kathy.White@CESA2.org
mailto:stacy.duffy@cesa2.org

