
 

Greetings Assistive Technology (AT) Forward Community of Practice Members,  

December is always a busy month one filled with the holiday spirit for some and for others it is a 
time of renewal. It can also be a time when parents find giving gifts or finding toys that their son or 
daughter can play almost impossible to find or too expensive to purchase.  Playing games not only 
offers learning and engagement, but also social acceptance.  Check out this great article about 
PlayStation and Sony’s work with making controllers accessible to all.  As a side note…. a  few of 
our usual items have been removed to keep the December Update a little shorter because of the 
holidays. Enjoy! 
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Upcoming Assistive Technology Professional Learning Events 

Upcoming Assistive Technology CoP Meetings   

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming AT Forward  CoP meetings: 

Tuesday, December 12, 2023, 4:00pm-5:00pm.  

Information Technology and Assistive Technology: Making it All Work Together presented by 
Dr. Robert Smiley. Bringing Assistive Technology and Information Technology together in ways 
that enhance the outcomes for ALL students is at the core of this discussion.  The School District of 
Janesville used creative and innovative internal structures to develop AT opportunities for ALL 
students.  Join our discussion to learn how you too can take steps to enhance your students' use of 
Assistive Technology for the betterment of all.  To join please click on the link to register for the 
event.  

Tuesday, January 9, 2024, 4:00pm-5:00pm.  

Assistive Technology Team:  What does that mean to you? Presented by Dr. Penny Reed and 
Gayl Bowser. Across the country there are many ways to address the Assistive Technology (AT) 
needs of students.  All of them require teamwork. As a result, there are many different ideas of 
what constitutes an AT team. And all of them can have merit, depending on your resources, 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/24/tech/sony-playstation-access-controller-gaming-disabilities/index.html
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwkcOCoqzkvG9JYBr6Kfjkr5_ySWbQAjBh5


expertise, and the circumstances of the individual student.  This session will look at some of the 
commonly used models and how they can help you to design your agency’s services. 

To join please click on the link to register for the event.  

Thursday, February 8, 2024 Time: 4:00pm-5:00pm   

Bridging the Gap: School Teams and Specialists presented by  Jennifer Seale.  This talk will 
address the value of collaboration between school teams and providers at outpatient specialty 
clinics for students who can benefit from augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) 
Tools and strategies. This webinar will provide attendees with the opportunity to explore their 
role in the collaboration process including highlighting the role of AAC finder, speech and 
language pathologist, educator, paraprofessional and /or family member. Additionally, an 
overview of how a collaborative program for school teams, families and providers can support 
students who benefit from AAC will be provided. To join please click on the link to register for the 
event.  

Tuesday, February 27, 2024 Time: 4:00pm-5:00pm   

Consider what? How to Match Features Presented by Anna Cliff and Kathy White. Assistive 
Technology is everywhere. But how do you know you have chosen correctly? Feature Matching is 
an important concept in the field of Assistive Technology. It involves comparing the specific needs 
and abilities with various features and functions of AT tools. The goal of feature matching is to find 
the most suitable AT solution that aligns with the unique needs of a student. When conducting 
feature matching it is essential to consider factors such as the individual's physical and cognitive 
needs, the environment and the goal you are attempting to achieve. This session will look at a 
series of questions that will assist you in making informed decisions based on specific domains of 
needs. Please register in advance for this Zoom meeting.  

Assistive Technology Resource Suggestions  

What’s new in the lending library? 

Did you know that the lending library is free to all?  

Did you also know that you can get more than just AAC devices?    

Both low and mid tech devices have been added to the library.   

Here are a few items you might want to check out: AT4ALL 

 C-pen reader reading pen - a pen like device that read text, translates, and a  dictionary  

ArithmeType keyboard - a keyboard that types math symbols  
Quicktaker 23 - mid tech AAC device with light  feature touch technology 

WatchMider -  a smartwatch that discreetly vibrates to provide  reminders throughout one’s day 
EnCloz iPad Security Stand -  a versatile and secure iPad  stand  

Hitch2 - Hitch 2 is a plug-and-play USB computer switch interface with inputs for up to five 
switches or one joystick with a 9-pin D plug 

Tapio™ USB/iOS switch interface -  a native USB switch interface for the iPad 
Jelly Bean Switch -  pressure switch that is small that can be used with many devices and toys 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJModu-prT4qGNHuUiHUm6Ekr3vZpjNiPY5m
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwtf--hrTwpHtEzQw_htg5zCcTTdeB1jBFs
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEpfu2trD0sHdMZeBGiKt4m_2g0wY9pxu2x
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ehzNP4yuFaCNOaGXqg8P9RB9SpRCcxOCCRzXfwG8dS0v5FvDIMO5HtfQLVqIgpwEtHvYy357ZVinByl7iknLzLUm48l9vDDKnepdncjoVZS7CzsvzyST-oIesKRrhaYSiJSf-_U-ixqObaJCyAku_Mk8XVWEBaBWuQFCUWQZfSALP3I1z5cvqRDWQbNfA7SWsRF30QXaE4keIKwSGqRwu01E-EbWNvrxnJagerQPRP4Uok4tnf8PVp38upESJlxeNUoKpKoz7-5eiFcEvBsIIefpZSCN2O0-qozaeUtnLF2q45YPlJVcWnJl1RuB8vLq/https%3A%2F%2Fwisconsinat4all.com%2F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3gxutd6Kto
https://youtu.be/IEkOWopEftQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYAt7W3-1sE
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1isW0X5w_hvpVkWMZR_Cx_4QGoAwiKfWewbNnRe4vYldBbNlQNewU-BWTLUHvnD9o4qGrjsZH1buL98Vj9EP_HJhnHFdcs0Nvz3zXoy_HFPvI5YhGLVJ6qPUKuKDycVGulvY8Dx6Bd9JYGHw5y7shRYg6KBQe_TA-xMd-BWcdFy5aQIndmcpI5yWiDPw0T42L5BCrkfxwgHTY48IDtVXum3ReqmuLsOCiqyqWc3zEcj1agMghPWoXB6PfKal7BDWCZxxRhcc-Ycw34n9WPry3CQaWfahUy4-0As9ELyZI7GLVHtxMDpojB3ybn-xbUImC/https%3A%2F%2Fwatchminder.com%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1lafxj79jfuxjef_yLevQ2d476Q9JcNeWfyyT5-g3EK_pQZ9HjwmPyUnaFbr-vHMFiIwEQV1w_Wz_0uV1UTi2T15bZfHJldvTmY3HEIoPLc-oAH5tFSp9U4Tz_4AShucdG7i0k_iricFqdPKS2PPDjwGOqBv6ClhYQfT9WV6F3EP4apBTQUHGdcC4tw5-OvvtoLZcbBmxK06vhRa8PDiy_BTZulL9gWKriDoOX0f1TBlf7eeNt03S0dcMVpb6u1Z6EiKH7BBNnAPF6ugoM1fasOQYcZ6c0QgmaYUopiEJ-Ax2ZUyeMxKG_6xagfk7N-CO/https%3A%2F%2Fthoughtout.biz%2Fipad-pos-security-stand-encloz%2F%3Fgclid%3DCjwKCAiAksyNBhAPEiwAlDBeLB6hlJqYkDytY-lIMHbxqVf5J8OYwjexfbVPnIRyUfX-YnIpa8_4cBoC7yAQAvD_BwE
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1SGXpfnEv0F1zpT_Y4MqpIOEqLZIwqw_03ZrX4IUUskmufIDOp2Vq5QCWA95YF_06P7uzzZNOxxhcfBhZpweZ9gvYRTo6-tpzs9BK43IXuX8LX1BX75TX8xDheFhOOQZfJARyXWZJY0ywjCPrJdsQEQIGw7dd4bcKo4KVZM49VCQYbgdBQgWpbXcS1Ig2J-cJtbXPxzAacCZ8eUV7KSZD_Tf6a4QbLxuKj0mKKSLJjgl1M6X04ULoHtkfJjNv3nboMfLawItIsRLsymOPP7-zwq2rt-B47efag2yKo0pJu8O-4idAD8i1VGMhjW4JXkRR/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ablenetinc.com%2Fhitch-2%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eCLf9vv_1BtNI3EK6q_W7yL-MSFGjqhCFZ0V5MjCiBRwBhTt6t9SqSNLrB5C99coJpuw-Wi-NEqpupFxsUNzRauCjXL6tpWYk39ajfewQ-7H7zIWReibkvVmxivHDxtx1m9GzWR2t89HdYvnpobpqaJ9icFTpYC78tJ06rumA7SkYzuYjXgHVrWDk1-SkwVrtnLIk0ya5pwRaxOl9BUsaqgLkJ6d2QcQpgewyEVrEd7VwwAQwWhWP2yXFbA2Em9IvMpUctfEe92rQB93x791nRwn16Z1oxzjNRqcdNHrYk6usSF5IRYuyfpLCQM-0SZh/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adaptivation.com%2Fproduct-page%2Ftapio-usb-ios-switch-interface-by-origin
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1zDuSr6sCpEGhRMclQl0b0zxAX4GtibzEHykgLumvfCbtOwlWn1-pXJk2jZOvYRG5IcuDRx03A2WpzSUtrBLaXaUBsqhoxQd5gcb_thtA9pm--zwDeSw8RS1HqeC-6-93uANnVaqel491ls_XqWN66oPsa53n7yComyWjPSDECtRoTNfA8VKGTePzIdiT4TlGnG1Ev7W9zXxk0oWImjP0yX_CzGmzaU92XWmnH5DghF6Iw51wBbpUASDBUdg-0Mhpn56O4hrdCbi_aDJikYNI1ZlW-EaCSq9huZ5sJmlWY4m-GP0G3QsSiTs28mljLQer/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ablenetinc.com%2Fjelly-bean


AT Forward Network  
The beginning of the 2023-24 school year marks a new start for the AT Forward Network, where 
we will host an online space and forum to meet, share resources, and hold valuable discussions 
about Assistive Technology innovations and strategies that can help advance all students in WI. 
The name of this portal will be the AT Forward Community Collaboration and it is open to 
educators and caregivers around the state who can benefit from the information and support 
provided by this project. This community will publish articles and websites to assist educators in 
implementing and evaluating AT resources so that students can succeed, post blogs from leading 
professionals and experts familiar with AT in schools, and ask pertinent questions to gather 
insights from individuals with experience in specific subject matters. To join the AT Forward 
Community Collaboration Network, please follow this invite link. 

For future logins, please visit and bookmark:  AT Forward Community Collaboration Portal Page. 

Accessible Educational Materials (AEM)  
Helping our community partners obtain accessible educational materials for their blind and 
visually impaired students in a timely manner is important to us that’s why we’re happy to 
announce that we’ve updated our website with helpful information and resources! 

Check out what’s new! 

• A new section called Forms, Processes, and Policies where you can find our different 
request forms, processes, and policies on requesting APH textbooks and textbook 
research, borrowing APH equipment, and requesting APH consumable materials 

• AEM resources where you can find AEM-related links and resources from DPI, NIMAC, 
and APH 

• Newly updated American Printing House for the Blind (APH) Federal Quota Program 
website.  This newly updated website includes: 

• An outline of the general process for the APH Federal Quota Census 

• Updated parent/guardian permission form and letter in English and Spanish 

• Updated APH Census registration instructions and FAQs 

• An overview of the APH Federal Quota Program, and 

• A summary of what is available through the APH Federal Quota Program 

WCBVI Update 

WCBVI Winter Events – Save the Date! 

BrailleFest and the Braille Challenge will be coming back to WCBVI in February 2024! This event 
has been on hiatus the past few years, so we’re very excited to be able to celebrate Braille literacy 
in person again. Braille literacy, much like print literacy, often includes AT devices and this is a 
great opportunity to see AT for the blind and visually impaired in action! 

It’s never too early to save the date! 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1G4w-cPvRerBTDJo5F4lIRWKg0Cba8SjGo-3SFEo5bjKaEOnNlcTweT7jUyc8PY3WMAYqyu-T0eISnW-TvZVpoaHpW8iBXDjTvrIABQbuqv5wMcXIEbrg08GpRyImLUH_f38gAMIEcaZ-5ll24Au_PvhRt2QQ7oNY3upSJi8KFCkMMZBhSMnljkn_fb_WITk56Y114Qxsxg9dlaHWgbsCmRzD2vFsRD08lpQokkN9RQKkCu3Ga86NzXSL_FzXWJZEWHZSZ9w-11w1RKRAK5Klef5MH0BnNoROvmOpMSScMVbFHO6QkrZxJgGai2b-zXfv/https%3A%2F%2Fudlforward.community%2Fshare%2FVCYUvkxXVqs92vBm%3Futm_source%3Dmanual
https://secure-web.cisco.com/13UiTxOpe41QLzM8rocuLpCIYrc9FOdeVa7JzR0HS7UpwH2t9HuWXDFoURp8f872DMOo3Mb7hf1BwKyIxJr01nfPOP6H5a6P1nnH4qphnBC9LPLUVEKsh1MNGkZOrIh9JMfazUYOznRE7wSSSDogfhSxdEQYblJz5Yfke4EOuURIkXpkeAGNfNvqqE3kSNcFpM_w4f6LAcoQe-LqgSRVxaruKCKvaj0ybxlykiJ3x2trVVjL1d0BlLlbXxgSRiQJRHgTJcnOtTWiFWQrPBIGdJNGYGlvmaLU9n8bC0Tmd7wTYtKRyz-3lon2jseRanoAc/https%3A%2F%2Fudlforward.community%2Fspaces%2F11511954%2Ffeed
https://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach/aemc/
https://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach/aemc/aph-federal-quota-program/
https://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach/aemc/aph-federal-quota-program/


• When: February 15-16, 2024 (snow dates of February 22-23, 2024) 
• Where: WCBVI Campus 1700 W State Street Janesville WI 
• Who: Students who are blind or visually impaired and their parents or TVIs 
• What: BrailleFest and Braille Challenge 
• Event Description: Statewide BrailleFest is back! WCBVI will be hosting BrailleFest and 

the Braille Challenge on our campus in Janesville.   
• Students who attend BrailleFest can expect: 
• Games and activities that celebrate braille and braille literacy (including AT items such as 

braille displays or braille notetakers) 
• Opportunities to win medals and prizes for demonstrating sensory and braille skills 
• Social activities that encourage engagement and interaction with other students with 

visual impairments 

Braille Challenge 
This event is hosted by WCBVI and sponsored by the Braille Institute. Administered at several 
sites nationwide, the Braille Challenge presents the opportunity to compete with students on a 
national level by completing a multi-part test. Attendees also have opportunities to meet new 
friends and take part in braille and tactile learning enrichment if they also choose to sign up for 
BrailleFest. The deadline to register is December 22.   

During the Challenge, WCBVI participants will be utilizing the Victor Reader Stream to access the 
audio files needed for the test. You can learn about the Victor Reader Stream, the fully accessible 
MP3 and Daisy player for the blind and visually impaired by visiting the link below: 

Victor Reader Stream Information Page 

Registration will open sometime in December, so please check the WCBVI website and follow the 
WCBVI Facebook Page for up to date information and registration links. 

  

Sometimes All We Need To Do Is Start A Conversation…. 
Looking to increase awareness about AT?   
See what special events are happening worldwide in December .   
Awareness is the first step towards understanding and acceptance.  
December 3 is the “International Day of Persons with Disabilities,”  it is a day of observance for 
people who live with some form of disability, proclaimed by the United Nations in 1992. The core 
value of this  day is to encourage all people to be valued for their “unique talents and abilities.” 
Take a few minutes to explore these great videos.  
Things people with Disabilities wish you knew 
Go Forth and Be Human: Disability Sensitivity Training 
Disability and Work: Let’s Stop Wasting Talent 
 

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) Corner  
Often when  we think about Executive Functioning skills we think in terms of students who may 
have the label of SLD or ADHD. However, it is important to think about these skills with all 
students.  Parige Buckingham just presented for the AT Forward Community of Practice on the 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-EmjKrTOhqBO5lxfq_Zqmfjm9eV7ingkcfZm3Hy-tRzMVxkBm9JIlcC173Dg8Z-lXhnOK9o9xANKleC3-L7kp1MnssZgXoH_2IoGLZWSSQ0eNJx0wKPPuKEt7EPfuDqVLRI56_YA9F0uH5n8StYU11pstBmuA96dDwFtDvPQ-XKn_35bljCuxbtU7aUqNZtGZvDnXggCcPMuIgdxxiivkpNfH0PbkzAzoHFh2qlBqMqfayOpeOSk6sb15ZXguzUSSa1a67-RJFzIoRp0vUOGHUc9UzhEFyjDq9WVTC9-2iiU38k6bDLTeh5huqE7NtHe/https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DxLL-mQrEMkmvtd-mgSLVb0RRl6d9_GtIlGw2FNaweMVUNElDVDhQQ0tZNzVCODhTSVVQS0pZV1dBRC4u
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-EmjKrTOhqBO5lxfq_Zqmfjm9eV7ingkcfZm3Hy-tRzMVxkBm9JIlcC173Dg8Z-lXhnOK9o9xANKleC3-L7kp1MnssZgXoH_2IoGLZWSSQ0eNJx0wKPPuKEt7EPfuDqVLRI56_YA9F0uH5n8StYU11pstBmuA96dDwFtDvPQ-XKn_35bljCuxbtU7aUqNZtGZvDnXggCcPMuIgdxxiivkpNfH0PbkzAzoHFh2qlBqMqfayOpeOSk6sb15ZXguzUSSa1a67-RJFzIoRp0vUOGHUc9UzhEFyjDq9WVTC9-2iiU38k6bDLTeh5huqE7NtHe/https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DxLL-mQrEMkmvtd-mgSLVb0RRl6d9_GtIlGw2FNaweMVUNElDVDhQQ0tZNzVCODhTSVVQS0pZV1dBRC4u
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14LgfE_XYeLmOLucqcS--jRMRTPzxhVLXeJRI0pTxZ2_wT95GYUP1eLIlC-hfCUj4eiw9z_300n4EpJAwSWyA3CzzliWBbv7PYsFNGFN0DE0O75H_0cnWrdAjq-AI3AZXcc4KtB4F6RLg-JpEDWT_A9-2y3xN4KEDmU5rW8xDK2DZIS0Mmj5-S4lmowakxtLkScBPPBOj0-WlI1RsvYSBbSWwkHIdxNEmWUHLEsTsOZMKodNf6RBNW_KcuzVkZUnd3xPEat1E7lRIJxbTRGfWQKd1DnUQxmheGtWI9xvBz8bNxX1B0Wzj24PICIp5yVoG/https%3A%2F%2Fstore.humanware.com%2Fhus%2Fvictor-reader-stream-handheld-media-player.html
http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/
https://www.facebook.com/wcbvi
https://www.facebook.com/wcbvi
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1QWNmYm7HRFoVIO23ZkF1pV9k88zs0ggVYgPA0Tu3kJQlinCgSB4lYLJPgS5_6rjRuiv4y-B6C__7iIQeW4nEk8r1f8EZ5e8of7PiBdPWqgzkIHtlxV26DHYbuqlay648B2S3JcAgnUfNZh67IllnAoj54THomjXmzsVyZX-vmZle_K-hXZC-PQmtEQ-xajiPMdPQYyUTAainHGOsj7pdLnr2-oZE0vByEN8ZsWqV3I_BpmA-5gXs_yNckC6jN26r6zev0e4x4QG7zLL7Llfh313cJz402jabPLzYCy7cGLDCPl5XzbRCHKFDYsmvPx3E/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fobservances%2Fday-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://youtu.be/_b7k6pEnyQ4
https://youtu.be/Gv1aDEFlXq8
https://youtu.be/twaKuhvYpss


connection between AAC and executive functioning.  You can access the recording here if you 
missed it. (will add the link when it becomes available)  

During her webinar Paige Buckingham looked at the principles of improving executive functioning 
skills in terms of AAC development.   

Paige developed the following chart: 

Principles for Improving EF Skills  Best practice in AAC development 

Teach the deficit skills  System has to be taught  

Model (aided language) 

Work at the student’s developmental level  Functions of language  

System selection  

Core Words 

Move from external to internal  Visual Supports  

Color Coding  

Aided Language  

Pull back prompts as student learns 

Modify tasks to allow for student’s unique 
abilities  

Use student’s desire for control  

Core Words  

GLP  

System set up (motor planning, categories, topic 
pages)  

Follow student lead and assign meaning 

 
From the desk of Mike Hipple, an adult who uses AAC  

As I sit at my computer wondering what to write about this month, I thought about the families 
who just got a communication device and this will probably be the first holiday season that they 
will hear their child's voice. How powerful and special will that be? On Christmas morning with my 
family, I always used my device to say thank you, you're welcome, or tell stories and jokes. When 
my grandparents, cousins, uncles, and aunts were together celebrating the holidays we were at 
dad's family house and mom's family house which I couldn't get in using my power chair. My 
parents asked everyone if we can have the holidays at our house, so Mike can be a part of 
everything. I am so grateful that everyone said of course. Now, my parents didn't need any support 



asking their families to do this, but I think some families might like to have some support from their 
child's team. If a family asks you to support them, please do.  

 

I think new families need assistive technology, they might be worried about what the other family 
members might think about having this new thing come into the family life, and here is where you 
come in if the family would like to have your help. First you might like to have a talk with the family 
to find out what your family's holidays tradition looks like. Then ask the parents if you could invite 
their family members to a Zoom meeting for them to see what this tool is and how it helps their 
family member. You might want to practice with the student what to say, what to do, and what to 
try if the device decides to quit working in the middle of the family event. Yes it isn't part of your 
job duties as an educational professional, but it is one of those things that you do to make your 
student's life meaningful.  

 

Do you know that you can add photos of family members on the student's device? This is awesome 
to do for telling you stories about their favorite family members! Please ask the families to send 
you photos to add to the device. This is great to do with anyone, but I love to do this with younger 
AAC Communicators, because to get that buy-in from the family is so important and who doesn't 
like to tell stories about the crazy aunt or the goofy uncle? If you don't know how to do this, please 
send a message to the forward leaders and they will tell you how to do this or forward to one of 
the specialists who does AAC and we will walk you through it. This is easy to do and a lot of fun. 
Remember that I am available to support teams, just email the forward leaders. I wish everyone a 
happy holiday, enjoy your time off, practice with your students on what to say, and see you at an 
event in 2024.  

Here is some stuff that I think you want to know about around AAC and assistive technology 
community. For our friends in preschool or kindergarten, I came across this YouTube 
channel  called Swing Set Mamas. They have music for circle time. Have fun with this and 
remember to model with AAC.   

With a new year coming, please consider joining the United States Society of AAC {USSAAC}. 
United States Society of Augmentative Alternative Communication [USSAAC] is the only society 
that works for and with family members , AAC communicators, and professionals. Please let the 
families that you work with know about this phenomenal organization.  

Links to pass on to families and professionals :  

Need more ideas to assist families with accessibility? Checkout this link.  

This is WI AAC Network fall newsletter The Fall Newsletter  

The AAC Star program is designed  to celebrate all of the phenomenal students that we have in 
Wisconsin. Please submit someone today.  

Summer may be a ways away but it never hurts to think about warmer weather. Information about 
Camp Chatter Matter, a family weekend camp can be found he 

https://www.youtube.com/@swingsetmamas
https://secure-web.cisco.com/15ZRXfnfdp3BxEXrCdiTuuimDduortJ6HkyD2ahO7WGfp_b2Cry6JPeLOYeoCTXK2ZGzSFNZV3xy8Ldr4hMiQ-cPAZCgrXFj9c4N5pwZnvo8fXwhyQftgx7uQStepXdS2gfs6KlReftnKYfBWTnYOeoY_H6lNC3fZRfEWWVFk1Iw639OUSKcoQnj70ryqTUPLDdrruvd3Fd6Igsc_FPx-H5dMYhXTI3jCVSo5RzRfLb7lubDAAQUeccujasrRteyfNP-zn10JsIXQDN2zaM0Fwz5DpA3XEwjb3IgXfuQnUh89uFIq7r2ngh5mRjcAGpLT/https%3A%2F%2Fussaac.org%2Fmembership%23join
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Dq3cAfrk1ddyF7HrLZi4gM9mXltWOzmvcsMBU60jHYBttsJdb7PRSYqNENtH_HeZmMYRidWcp8hMNMZ_80P6-lBOHu5QbtLzVrCi33JD92zOkGYR5MasUbx8KAEKOCuqWUkiFs7YCMZIyFmZCpUTzC0PfroKwtyGLR2wNCv8s7ls5G-BSYsuk_8ABAwlkSB1LA9V3rBva5_h12oR9l8Pto_cjo3HG9WOTlE7PKFqAam5RPQMDWQfGSdZILw46-gM-kS4CtoD1YTD2YdhAvyssFGeKQibRfGzvUYAfLm2Aii2DlQ2ADHwU9GhNwidJTcN/https%3A%2F%2Fat3center.net%2F2017%2F11%2F17%2Fmaking-the-holidays-accessible-with-temporary-assistive-technology%2F
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y7DlwDcSo2LqM0ZV4uIq4bMWySPixzyncEvRibIL0v4/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uODYi6uZDfWNTtHEzpIcLgiuIYN89u-M7bUUEvx4Ss8/edit
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/additional/chatter
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/additional/chatter


 

QIAT Community, Help Me Out! 

QIAT is a nationwide grass roots organization that supports the identification, dissemination, and 
implementation of the Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology services in school 
settings.  Posting a question is free. Often the people who are answering the questions are users of 
AT themselves and or family members. Consider joining QIAT to assist you and your team in 
learning, and connecting with others who are willing to share and coach others.  

Question:. “Hello QIAT team! 

“Does anyone have guidelines regarding the prerequisites needed for a student to be successful 
using speech to text to include grade level recommendations?  It seems like there is a lot of 
contradicting information on the web.”  

QIAT community, help me out! 

 Answers from the group:   

I highly recommend Daniel Cochrane & Kelly Key’s guide, Speech Recognition as AT for writing.  

There is also a plethora of information regarding writing development and research in the 
DeCoste Writing Protocol, now available for free from Don Johnston.  Two thirds of the protocol 
is on research and research based instructional practices and one third on administration.   

Micro-Credentials Update 

Congratulations to the following people who have earned badge(s) over the summer.  
We have now awarded 309 badges! We are empowering learners and raising the awareness of 
Assistive Technology!  
Courtney Camarillo  Plymouth  4 badges 
Kirsti Romenesko  Fond Du Lac  6 badges 
Taylor Schneider Genoa City J2  1 badge  
Timothy Baldry Milton 1  badge   
Jeanna Kaland Plymouth  2 badges  
Wyeth Paine Plymouth 1 badges  
Amanda Carson CES A2 2 badges  
Telli Langford  CESA 2  1 badge  
Lindsay Hendricks  New Berlin 1 badge  
  

What is AT Forward? 
The Assistive Technology (AT) Forward Project works with self-advocates, educators, 
practitioners, caregivers, and families to increase student autonomy in utilizing Assistive 
Technology tools to support access, engagement, and progress in learning. The AT Forward 
Project provides a variety of free resources and learning opportunities, including Community of 
Practice (CoP) meetings, micro-credentialing, and monthly email updates. See all past recorded 
CoP meetings on the AT Forward CoP Video Resource Library.  Please help us grow our AT 
community in Wisconsin and refer others to the AT Forward CoP, by visiting the AT Forward 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-rqBST1PyOltlcdX8tbAtBF9WueZfZ5BBJUz4HQsXFL_OQFGO8CUJHN5QaEvy0Rjo57m5oTWxT7hbxV3_3AopMqEVLZWGy1Rvot_CoCtorN2xmKd0_3DsmbdJh-upMMC6ZmHQjYx9hd0Qi7ivucohAl-_QjjnWkGejb4MoYpj8qb61hiJk5KdDD87mol_jb9aspjStNs8F0vYiT1MaqsbDPzLF6bD2KrZxVKaZxZi2iQIBv5aKsrZMVOlpO3-mPHzAeek9VIWxrcj3w5PU7msJ6MBjYspoMr4j35vs-Wu4uxGbIEsOFvoSrLn_4KrK5D/https%3A%2F%2Fqiat.org%2Fqiat-list%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1RhBlKncFpqcwcq8ZEycKjVgzqWoVIzQXJfnX8nWVrWHL1pz-ffXsXdiEsfS9WwGy22svjdBc4nq3mOW9vkM0LRBjc7n2Zwau0kKTSVPFxynp5_VKXTJSQPiGObdak4e0S2NcBm5R_of0ZQiFcJl1a0t8dSHtqzJ14OdC8Zk6-osTQb3efDkqOZpKCNsSdcf3msCQl8KQA08xJ91hGYvxCNPHI2FE1JNvUyQaQh4aJMv7tcA6tsKtzxA6NkkwHq74H6bW6nv_rdgdl6t3VzJUDsy3fBVLfSDR8YmphcVw7PEQg19pejGvQzNXvGuTchM9/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lwsd.org%2Fuploaded%2FWebsite%2FPrograms_and_Services%2FSpecial_Education_and_504%2FAssistive_Technology%2FSpeech_Recognition_as_AT_for_Writing_A_Guide_for_K12.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VOSNP2MLQYgu9ym7Dyk0pSy5uTHf0eUYsbkD9zuOsDj0UYzJZsAIPJQsOeAKtUCPv6_Fq83PmSNj6DsjAj1BvMgDOzxsWWfknVGjR6uwLqezIWF96mY_t6F4bT7wAgFNiALGtcIvMG5zqDLto88ILpPYFmJtBrE35VsvUQJ0RRYVo9VghwCGbi3kFO1Lz0yEOi_dTEwVMmZOL2Qlj8WKZXoElwwCxBp_j7MiHvfSp75IN4c8mRbcEd-RZVHnn7EQNVjF9B0BOZPECEJ7O4MJ8aHN0Oqo5yPF0RvqibQd34O3958_UUixoms0vncFPnY0/https%3A%2F%2Flearningtools.donjohnston.com%2Fproduct%2Fcowriter%2Fdecoste-writing-protocol%2F%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DThe%2520DeCoste%2520Writing%2520Protocol%2520%28DWP%2Cacross%2520handwriting%2520and%2520keyboarding%2520tasks
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VOSNP2MLQYgu9ym7Dyk0pSy5uTHf0eUYsbkD9zuOsDj0UYzJZsAIPJQsOeAKtUCPv6_Fq83PmSNj6DsjAj1BvMgDOzxsWWfknVGjR6uwLqezIWF96mY_t6F4bT7wAgFNiALGtcIvMG5zqDLto88ILpPYFmJtBrE35VsvUQJ0RRYVo9VghwCGbi3kFO1Lz0yEOi_dTEwVMmZOL2Qlj8WKZXoElwwCxBp_j7MiHvfSp75IN4c8mRbcEd-RZVHnn7EQNVjF9B0BOZPECEJ7O4MJ8aHN0Oqo5yPF0RvqibQd34O3958_UUixoms0vncFPnY0/https%3A%2F%2Flearningtools.donjohnston.com%2Fproduct%2Fcowriter%2Fdecoste-writing-protocol%2F%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DThe%2520DeCoste%2520Writing%2520Protocol%2520%28DWP%2Cacross%2520handwriting%2520and%2520keyboarding%2520tasks
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/2022-23_AT_Forward_CoP_Meetings.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/2022-23_AT_Forward_CoP_Meetings.pdf
https://sites.google.com/cesa2.org/at-forward-microcredentials/home
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/consultation/assistive-technology/at-forward/monthly-updates
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/AT_Forward_Video_Resource_Library_2020-22.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/consultation/assistive-technology/at-forward
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeds3XIcgF-3SJxMfix3jyDrFxrOjwXxvmE1VQOnaUNwia1zg/viewform


Registration page.  From AT beginner to expert, the AT Forward CoP welcomes all knowledge 
level backgrounds! 

Together we can and are  moving AT Forward!!  

 If you have any questions or comments about the AT Forward Project, please contact Kathy 
White at Kathy.White@CESA2.org or Stacy Duffy at stacy.duffy@cesa2.org.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeds3XIcgF-3SJxMfix3jyDrFxrOjwXxvmE1VQOnaUNwia1zg/viewform
mailto:Kathy.White@CESA2.org
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