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Wisconsin Council on Special Education Draft Meeting Minutes 

Date June 07, 2024 

9:00 am – 12:30 pm 

Department of Public Instruction, Virtual Meeting #342 

Business Meeting #342: Judy Conlin called meeting to order. There were 13 council 
members in attendance. Quorum was not met and no voting was held.  Meeting minutes 
from meeting #341 will be approved in the October 2024 council meeting. 

Council Attendance: Shanice Baquet, Lisa Stewart, Erin Vaara, Doan Bui, Alison Peetz, Jeanette 
Nowak Goniu, Allison Gordon, Travis Pinter, Lama Bergstrand Othman, Tynetta Oliver, Deb 
Rathermel, Jenny Evrard-Larson, Loucricia Carson 

DPI Attendance or Presenter: Ellen Antoniewicz, Daniel Parker, Lisa Wery, Lynn Winn, Rose 
Kilmurray, Paul Manriquez, Sarah Okonkwor, Courtney Jenkins, Patricia Williams, Dennis Okeke 

Public Attendance: Del Underbakke, Lauri Asbury 
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I.  Welcome  

a. At 9:00 AM co-chair Judy Conlin welcomed members and began the meeting. 

II.  Public Appearances 

a. Two members of the public Del Underbakke and Lauri Asbury were listening into the public 
meeting. 

II.  Review Minutes of Meeting 341 

b. Quorum was not met and no voting was held.  Meeting minutes from meeting #341 
will be approved in the October 2024 council meeting.. Past council minutes can be 
found on the DPI Council on Special Education Agenda and Minutes webpage. 

III.  Recognition of Outgoing Council Members 

a. Paul Manriquez, Assistant State Superintendent for the Division of Learning 
Support, thanked existing council members for their service.  Thank you to Judy 
Conlin and Lama Bergstrand Othman for their service.  Other council members 
whose term ended may be nominated for a new three-year term based on their 
statutory roles and nominations from their respective agencies. 

IV.  Correspondence Chair Report 

a. Council chair, Judy Conlin, reviewed the agenda for the day. 

V.  Idea Complaint and Due Process Hearing Findings & Decisions 

a. Sarah Okonkwor, Assistant Director of Special Education, reviewed an annual 
report of complaint and due process hearing findings.  Council appreciated the 
visuals and presentation and how this helped them understand patterns across the 
school year. 

b. Complaint and due process hearing decisions can be found on the DPI complaint and 
due process hearing webpages. 

IV.  Special Education Team Director’s Report 

a. Patti Williams, Director of the Special Education team provided an update.  Updates 
included retirements and new personnel on the special education team, new 
guidance from the US Department of Education Office of Special Education 
Programs on State General Supervision Responsibilities Under Part B and Part C of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and updates related to upcoming 
professional learning opportunities provided through Wisconsin DPI as well as new 
resources to the field. Updates included feedback is being soliciting on DPI sample 
IEP I-7 accommodations form and how Wisconsin was selected as a SWIFT state 
through the National Center on Inclusion Toward Rightful Presence,  

VI.  Special Report: Council Professional Learning Update 

a. Council members Judy Conlin and Jacob Roberts asked for council to approve 
final revisions to a draft professional development resource that was developed 
through special council meetings focused on how to support council’s 2023 
professional learning recommendation to the Wisconsin DPI State 
Superintendent.  Council discussed and approved final updates to this draft and 
addressed comments provided by the Regional Special Education Network.  
Wisconsin DPI stated they would publish he final draft to the council webpage 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/council/agendas-and-minutes
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/dispute-resolution/complain/decisions
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/dispute-resolution/due-process/decisions-2022


 

over the summer or early fall once council provided the final draft incorporating 
all of the final council feedback from the discussion. 

b. Council feedback included making the document inclusive of other service 
provider roles such as occupational therapists and speech-language therapists, 
social workers, including a glossary at the end of the resource document, linking 
to some national external resources, and coming to agreement on some common 
terms in the document. 

c. Council member Loucricia Carson shared updated resources to help educators 
with understanding the Assistive Technology (AT) needs of students.  Council 
member appreciated that the SETT framework for evaluating assistive 
technology was included in the resources.  In addition, council commented how 
districts should have AT policies and procedures to ensure consistency in 
providing AT to students with disabilities.  Daniel Parker also shared resources 
from Wisconsin DPI AT Forward and announced that DPI is updating an AAC 
webpage. 

VII. Special Report: Supporting Families in IEP Meetings through Videos and other 
Guidance 

a. Daniel Parker, Assistant Director on the Special Education Team, shared an 
update that the IEP videos for families project has taken longer than 
expected due to personnel resources on the special education team.  There 
have been additional challenges in making the videos short, concise, and 
legally accurate.  DPI will continue to work on those videos over the summer 
in hopes of them being published in the 2024-2025 school year.  Council 
recommended prioritizing the procedural safeguards resources and anything 
related to Post Secondary Transition Plans.  Council also recommended 
displaying the videos on a dedicated webpage that is well organized and easy 
to find.  Council also recommended incorporating Universal Design for 
Learning Principles when designing content for parents and families.  

b. In addition, Daniel gave an update of council recommendations to update the 
procedural safeguards sample document on the DPI webpage and an idea for 
professional learning to educators on how to share the document with 
families.  Council replied this would be useful professional learning, especially 
in the parents’ first IEP meeting. 

c. Council member commented that many times parents pull children out of 
public schools to homeschool or move to another district because they don’t 
feel they are getting the supports their child needs.  Another council member 
felt that if parents better understood their child’s special education rights, 
they could better advocate for their child in their district. 

VIII. Special Report: Council Priorities for 2024-2025 and Review of Public Forum 
Comments 

a. Judy Conlin, council chair, walked council through past priority 
recommendations from council over the last two years in preparation for 
2024-2025 as well as comments related to the public forum.   

b. Council priorities shared included behavior supports and interventions, 
mental health and safe and supportive schools, assistive technology, dyslexia, 
erasing the “we” and “them” and bridging gaps between educators and 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/consultation/assistive-technology/at-forward


 

families, developing authentic partnerships between families and educators, 
family engagement, mental health and behavioral supports, seclusion and 
restraint, IEP process, professional development, educator shortages, career 
and technical education, defacto suspensions, bullying, and act 20 and student 
with IEPs updates, .  Many council members agreed with these priorities and 
renamed behavioral supports and mental health as a top priority. 

X. Old Business 

a. Judy Conlin, council co-chair, shared the annual report letter that will be sent to 
the State Superintendent.  Council approved the letter with one typo to be fixed. 

XI.  Announcements 

a. Council co-chair Judy Conlin thanked council for their work this year.  Judy’s term 
ended and council shared appreciate for her role as co-chair the last two council 
years.   

XII. Public Appearances:  

a.  Del Underbakke shared that many parents feel ambushed, bullied, and 
disrespected in IEP meetings and there are discussions that don’t then get put into 
the IEP causing a lack of trust between parents and educators.  Some parents need 
an advocate to support them in the IEP meeting. For council priorities, the 
following were suggested: post-secondary transition planning and CCR IEP 
guidelines as foundational cornerstone of all IEP development.   In addition, the 
Supporting Neurodiverse Students programming lens needs to be infused into the 
Free and Appropriate Public Education framework. 

b. Lauri Asbury thanked council for the meeting and being able to listen into the 
conversation. 

XIII. Adjournment 

a. The meeting adjourned at 12:30 pm by council chair Judy Conlin. 

 
 
  



 

Council on Special Education Roles 
 
The Council on Special Education is a committee appointed by the state superintendent 
to provide policy guidance to the Department of Public Instruction and its Division for 
Learning Support (DLS) in matters related to the education of all children with disabilities 
in Wisconsin. (34 CFR 300.167 and 15.377(4), Wis. Stats.). 
 
The Council:  
 

• advises the State Superintendent of unmet needs within Wisconsin in the 
education of children with disabilities;  

• comments publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by Wisconsin 
regarding the education of children with disabilities;  

• advises the State Superintendent in developing evaluations and reporting on 
data to OSEP under IDEA;  

• advises the State Superintendent in developing corrective action plans to 
address findings identified in Federal monitoring reports under IDEA; and  

• advises the State Superintendent in developing and implementing policies 
relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities.  

 
(34 CFR 300.169)  
 
As noted above, the role of council is to advise the State Superintendent.  
Thus, any letters of support for specific budget or other educational initiatives should be 
sent to the State Superintendent and not directed to other entities (i.e. state legislature). 
As stated in s.15.377(4), Wis Stat., public comment is limited to rules proposed by the 
Department of Public Instruction regarding the education of children with disabilities.  
Thus, there are specific processes and requirements for how public comment is provided 
on rules proposed by the Department of Public Instruction that Wisconsin DPI and 
council must follow.  


