Conflict VS Bullying


Molly and Amara have been best friends. They got into an argument and Amara now claims that Julie is her best friend. Molly is hurt.  Conflict
Tommy and Vero are good friends. They get into a fight over a play station game.

Conflict

Three 7th grade girls approach the teacher and indicate that two other 7th grade girls started rumors about them. The two accused girls reply that the others started rumors first. Need more info. Based upon a similar case in an MPS School
A group of 6th grade girls calls Sarah names, start rumors and encourage others not to talk to her. Bullying
A 5th grade student keeps pushing a 1st grade student on the playground. Bullying; power imbalance, repetitive, intent
Jeff attempted to stop Lena from harassing another student. Lena turned and hit Jeff in the face. Peers began teasing him daily and even his math teacher got involved. In front of the class, he asked Jeff “how does it feel to be hit by a girl?”

Bullying .Could also be argued he was further bullied by his teacher. Based upon David Patterson and Dena Patterson v Hudson Area Schools and Kathy Malnar
Lisa and Kyle were dating but recently broke up. Kyle’s new girlfriend has been posting negative and hurtful comments about Lisa on Formspring and asking others to join in. Bullying. Based upon the Phoebe Prince Case (see notes)
While on a class trip, upperclassman pin down and duct tape a 14 year old student. They mock and tease him for 30-45 minutes. They try to stick him to the wall and take pictures of the incident. Bullying  Based on John Doe v Kern High School District  (See Notes)
Ron often draws attention to himself, calls people names and tries to start conflicts. He has no friends and is usually by himself. A group of popular students call him names and tease him. They have started rumors that another quiet girl in their class likes Ron and have begun posting these rumors on Facebook. Bullying. Ron is likely a provocative victim (Olweus term) or a bully/victim (research term). 
A parent calls you to say that her son, Ryan, has been getting bullied all year. She reports that the boys take his book bag from him when he gets on the bus and they make jokes about him when they see him in the hall or in the lunch room. He is now afraid to go to school and won’t take the bus. Need more information. With parent notifications it is always a good idea to investigate. On the face of it, this sounds like bullying but we don’t know if what the student is telling the parents is what happened. 
While walking between classes, Kevin is pushed into the locker by a student he has never met. The student keeps walking but looks back at Kevin with a smirk on his face. While talking to his friends, Kevin learns that the student who pushed him often does that to other students. Kevin is worried that he will be targeted again and that it might get worse. Bullying  This example gets to the idea that the repetition doesn’t necessarily have to mean the behavior is repeated with the same student. The person bullying may repeat the behavior with multiple students. The effects can be much worse, however, if the student bullied is subjected to the bullying more frequently and/or over a long period of time.
David Patterson and Dena Patterson v Hudson Area Schools and Kathy Malnar
David Patterson and his mother brought this suit against his school district in Lenawee County Michigan, as a result of on going bullying beginning when David was in the 6th grade.  The example in the activity is one incident cited in the case. He was verbally taunted, his belongings were taken and his locker vandalized. He also reported being sexually assaulted. When the student who assaulted him was expelled, the baseball coach held a team meeting with David present and told the students that they “should not joke around with guys who can’t take a man joke”.

The trial court awarded the family $800,000, the case was appealed to the 6th Circuit Court who ruled in favor of David but remanded the case back to the district court for a full trial. Since then the case has been settled out of court.

Phoebe Prince Case
In January 2010, Phoebe Prince, a freshman in Hadley Massachusetts, committed suicide as a result of targeted bullying and harassment. This case is unique in that it is the first to charge the bullies in criminal court. (More recently, the Tyler Clementi case has been moved through the criminal courts). 6 students were charged, 5 in juvenile court.  
Phoebe had recently moved to MA from Ireland and had a brief relationship with one of the boys charged. After they broke up, he began dating another girl. She and her friends perpetrated the nearly constant attacks on Phoebe. The boys were involved and encouraged the girls. They threatened to beat her up, yelled at her and called her names publicly and privately, called her an Irish Whore etc… Phoebe did have some bystanders stand up for her. Phoebe’s mother indicated that she approached school authorities about her concerns. This set up a pattern of knowledge of the harassment without anyone at the school apparently doing anything about it. 

As of December 2011, all the criminal charges have been settled. All the students publicly admitted their guilt and were sentenced to probation and community service. The students who were minors were left with the case open until they become adults. The charge against the one student, of statutory rape, was dropped at the request of Phoebe’s parents.  Apparently the family and the school district settled their civil case. Reports are that the amount was rather low. Prince’s family has maintained that they were not out to seek revenge nor did they want harsh sentences. They hoped that this would effect some change.

John Doe v Kern High School District

In 2006 students from Stockdale CA high school debate team went to a speech tournament. While there, a 14 year old freshman is pinned down and the situation in this activity occurred.  In the beginning of 2007, this freshman student is suspended for harassing another student using derogatory religious slurs. It was at this time that the father of the freshman came forward and told the high school about the duct tape incident. A month later, 5 students are expelled for that incident. 
In 2007, the father files a suit against 7 students, their parents, the school district and the debate teacher. This is one of the things that make this case unique. The Patterson’s settled with the multiple defendants for $260,000 . The payees were the school district, 7 students and their parents. Even students who knew about the situation, didn’t participate but didn’t tell either, settled rather than take this case to court. 

What is also interesting is that in 2008, one of the defendants, the one who was racially/religiously harassed by David, filed a counter suit and won a judgment of $4500 from David’s family.

