EARLY ATTENDANCE INITIATIVES

Superintendents Call to Action:  The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading and Attendance Works are calling upon Superintendents across the country to raise your voices and lead the effort to improving attendance starting in the early grades in your community. While schools alone can’t do all it takes to improve student attendance, every successful initiative ultimately relies on educators deciding to make the reduction of chronic absence a priority. 

Website includes resources, tools and tips. 

 http://www.attendanceworks.org/superintendents-call-to-action/ 
IMPACT OF EARLY ABSENCE


	Title/Hyperlink


	Author(s)
	Type
	Description

	Attendance in Early Elementary Grades:  Associations with Student Characteristics, School Readiness and Third Grade Outcomes (Mini-Report).  


	Applied Survey Research and Attendance Works (2011).  
	Research study
	In February, 2011, ASR began a collaboration with Attendance Works to examine an existing longitudinal dataset to take a more comprehensive look at the role that attendance may play as a predictor of student success.  The authors found that chronic absence at kindergarten and first grade may erase many of the benefits of entering kindergarten with strong readiness skills.  Chronic absence may also have an impact on students who enter school with readiness needs although it is probably smaller than seen in the prior group.



	Help Your Child Succeed in School:  Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early. 


	Attendance Works (2011)
	Brochure
	Excellent brochure for parents, summarizing the importance of early attendance and providing pertinent tips.



	Why Attendance Matters in Early Childhood Programs.  


	Attendance Works (2012)
	Brochure
	A brochure that offers ideas for what schools, early childhood providers, and community groups can do to spur early attendance

	The Importance of Being in School:  A Report on Absenteeism in the Nation’s Public Schools.  
	Balfanz, R. & Byrnes, V. (2012).  
	Report 
	Students need to attend school daily to succeed. The good news of this report is that being in school leads to succeeding in school. Achievement, especially in math, is very sensitive to attendance, and absence of even two weeks during one school year matters. Attendance also strongly affects standardized test scores and graduation and dropout rates. Educators and policymakers cannot truly understand achievement gaps or efforts to close them without considering chronic absenteeism.



	Chronic Elementary Absenteeism:  A Problem Hidden in Plain Sight.
	Bruner, C., Discher, A., & Chang, H. (2011).  From the Attendance Works and Child & Family Policy Center.  
	Research study
	Chronic absenteeism—or missing 10 percent or more of school days for any reason—is a proven early warning sign of academic risk and school dropout. Too often, though, this problem is overlooked, especially among elementary students, because of the way attendance data are tracked. This study confirms the premise that districts and schools may fail to detect high levels of chronic absence because the problem is easily masked by average daily attendance, one of the most commonly calculated attendance measures.



	Socioeconomic Disadvantage, School Attendance, and Early Cognitive Development:  The Differential Effects of School Exposure
	Ready, D.D. (2010). Sociology of Education.  
	Research study
	Over the past several decades, research has documented strong relationships between social class and children’s cognitive abilities. These initial cognitive differences, which are substantial at school entry, increase as children progress through school. Results suggest that the effects of schooling on cognitive development are stronger for lower socioeconomic status (SES) children and that the findings associated with theories of summer learning loss are applicable to literacy development during early elementary school. Indeed, although they continue to achieve at lower absolute levels, socioeconomically disadvantaged children who have good attendance rates gain more literacy skills than their higher SES peers during kindergarten and first grade. 




FACTORS - WARNING SIGNS

	Title/Hyperlink


	Author(s)
	Type
	Description

	Dropout Prevention Strategies – Wisconsin Public Television
	REL Midwest

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
	Archived Television Broadcast
	REL Midwest hosted this event in collaboration with Wisconsin Public Television. Presenters, including DPI’s Steve Fernan, discussed the current research related to dropout prevention, and a moderated panel discussion focused on efforts that schools administrators, teachers, and parents can make to identify students at risk of dropping out. Taped with an in-studio audience on December 18, the program provides practical resources as well as highlights initiatives established by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.



	Preventing Student Disengagement and Keeping Students on the Graduation Path in Urban Middle-Grades Schools:  Early Identification and Effective Interventions.  
	Balfaz, R., Herzog, L., & Mac Iver, D.J. (2007). Educational Psychologist, 42(4), 223-235.  
	Research Study

Early warning system
	(Abstract) This article considers the practical, conceptual, and empirical foundations of an early identification and intervention system for middle-grades schools to combat student disengagement and increase graduation rates in our nation’s cities. Many students in urban schools become disengaged at the start of the middle grades, which greatly reduces the odds that they will eventually graduate. We use longitudinal analyses—following almost 13,000 students from 1996 until 2004—to demonstrate how four predictive indicators reflecting poor attendance, misbehavior, and course failures in sixth grade can be used to identify 60% of the students who will not graduate from high school. Fortunately, by combining effective whole-school reforms with attendance, behavioral, and extra-help interventions, graduation rates can be substantially increased.


	Five Myths About School Attendance
	Chang, H.(2010).  Education Week.  
	Article
Tracking data
	With millions of children beginning the new school year, millions of teachers have inevitably begun to take the daily roll in their classrooms. Done right, this simple task not only can provide a way to welcome and engage students, but also can offer important clues about students, classrooms, and whole communities. Most schools miss out on this information, though, because they don’t track the right numbers and they trust the five commonly held myths.



	Maintaining High Achievement in Baltimore:  An Overview of the Elementary Grade Trajectories of Four Recent City Schools First Grade Cohorts.  
	Durham, R.E., & Plank, S.B. (2010).  Baltimore Education Research Consortium.  
	Research study

Reform efforts
	In this study, factors affecting Baltimore’s steady progress in improving the academic outcomes of its elementary-aged students were examined. They found that the percentage of students staying in their on-time grade increased across study cohorts, and the percentage of students who are chronically absent in any year declined across cohorts. The authors suggest that many recent reform efforts, among them improved developmental conditions from birth to age five, universal prekindergarten, reduced class sizes in the early grades, and standardized curricula are succeeding in keeping Baltimore students on track for success in the middle grades and beyond.



	First Grade and Forward:  A Seven-Year Examination with the Baltimore City Public School System.
	Plank, S.B., Farley-Ripple, E., Durham, R.E., & Norman, O. (2008).  Baltimore Education Research Consortium.
	Report

Patterns
	This report explores the pathways followed by students who were first graders in the Baltimore City Public School System (BCPSS) in 1999-00. By following this cohort of first-graders over the next seven years, through their expected (on time) seventh-grade year, we learn much about patterns of promotion and retention/attendance, mobility within BCPSS, transfer out of BCPSS, and related matters.




PROMISING PRACTICES

	Title/Hyperlink


	Author(s)
	Type
	Description

	Dropout Prevention Strategies – Wisconsin Public Television
	REL Midwest

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
	Archived Television Broadcast
	REL Midwest hosted this event in collaboration with Wisconsin Public Television. Presenters, including DPI’s Steve Fernan, discussed the current research related to dropout prevention, and a moderated panel discussion focused on efforts that schools administrators, teachers, and parents can make to identify students at risk of dropping out. Taped with an in-studio audience on December 18, the program provides practical resources as well as highlights initiatives established by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.



	Tackling Chronic Absence Starting in the Early Grades:  What Cities Can Do to Ensure Every Child Has a Fighting Chance to Succeed. 
 
	Chang, H.N., & Jordan, P.W. (2012).  Wiley Online Library, National Civic League.  
	Report

Monitoring
	A report of what is happening in three major US cities to improve monitoring and reporting, as well as what strategies have worked to improve early student attendance.



	Finding Effective Solutions to Truancy 
	Eastman, G., Cooney, S.M. O’Connor, C. & Small, S.A. (2007).  What Works, Wisconsin-Research to Practice Series.  
	Research Brief

Community
	In order to increase communities’ understanding of what needs to be done to effectively impact truancy, this brief reviews: I) State and local mandates that constrain and provide opportunities for effective truancy solutions; II) Roles of the different players: students, parents, schools and communities; III) Two components identified by research as critical for addressing truancy; IV) Individual, programmatic, and systemic approaches for truancy reduction. 



	Present and Accounted For:  Improving Student Attendance Through Family and Community Involvement  
	Epstein, J.L., Sheldon, S.B. (2002).  Journal of Educational Research, Volume 95(5).  
	
	Reducing student absenteeism and truancy is a goal of many schools across the country. Surprisingly little research focuses on what schools can do to increase and sustain students’ daily attendance, and even fewer studies explore how family–school–community partnerships may contribute to this goal. Study results indicate that several family–school–community partnership practices predict an increase in daily attendance, a decrease in chronic absenteeism, or both. The data suggest that schools may be able to increase student attendance in elementary school by implementing specific family and community involvement activities.



	Present, Engaged and Accounted For: The Critical Importance of Addressing Chronic Absence in the Early Grades  
 
	Hedy, N.C., & Romero, M.  (2008). National Center for Children in Poverty.  
	Research

Contributing factors

Promising programs
	This applied research project, supported by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, sought to explore the prevalence, consequences, potential contributing factors and possible responses to chronic absence in grades K-3. This summary presents the findings about why chronic early absence matters, what contributes to its prevalence, and what are the implications for action.  Includes examples of promising programs for reducing chronic early absence.



	Collaborative Approaches to Reducing Absenteeism Among K-12 Students: Steps to Addressing Truancy and Chronic Absenteeism

	John W. Gardner Center Policy Fact Sheet (2012) Stanford University
	Research


	Research shows that truancy and chronic absenteeism can be precursors to school drop-out, academic failure, and juvenile delinquency.  Given the extent of the absenteeism problem and its known negative consequences, schools, districts and communities across the country are actively seeking solutions, focused especially on interagency collaboration in order to address the multi-faceted issues that underlie absence problems



	Strengthening Schools by Strengthening Families:  Community Strategies to Reverse Chronic Absenteeism in the Early Grades and Improve Supports for Children and Families  
	Nauer, K., White, A., & Yerneni, R. (2008).  The New School Center for New York City Affairs.  
	Research

Possible practices
	The years spent in primary school are especially important to children’s long-term educational success. Yet tens of thousands of young New York City children carry the difficulties of their home lives into the classroom, where they intrude on a child’s ability to learn and thrive. For many children, problems at home prevent them from attending school regularly. There are many reasons for high rates of chronic early-grade absenteeism. The authors synthesized workable ideas from school principals, attendance teachers, social workers and city officials. These recommendations, on page 5, offer direction from the field in addressing the intertwined problems discussed in this report. 




GENERAL RESOURCES

	Title/Hyperlink


	Author(s)
	Type
	Description

	Make Every Day Count Toolkit
	Attendance Works (2012).
	Toolkit - free
	Attendance messaging helps build a habit and a culture of attendance by helping everyone understand why going to school regularly matters, when missing school is a problem, and what they can do to ensure students are in school. Offering key concepts, tips and local examples.



	Tools for Attendance Messaging

	Attendance Works (2012)
	Toolkit - free

Messaging
	Includes messages to specific groups, tools for calculating chronic absences, and other valuable resources available for free to download.



	WISEMap

Wisconsin Information System for Education (WISE) Map
 


	Wisconsin DPI
	Demographic data 

Maps
	The DPI’s new WISEMaps site lets educators explore Wisconsin education, census, and other data visually and intuitively.  WISEmaps visually brings together information from the DPI (same as you find at the WINSS data warehouse) and federal sources. 
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