Insert Header/Letterhead
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(Date)
CONTACT: (Name and title)
(Name of School District) Will Close (Insert dates)  Due to the High Rate of Absenteeism With Influenza Like Illness

(Name of School District) will close (insert dates). (Name of School District) will reopen on (insert date). This includes the following schools: (list schools)
Any further updates will be posted to the (Name) website: (insert link).

(Name of administrator), (Name of School District) Administrator, in consultation with Wisconsin Division of Health Services, and (Name of Health Officer), (Name of County) Health Officer, decided to close the (Name of School District) due to a high rate of absenteeism with influenza like illness among students (and staff - if appropriate). The district is experiencing absenteeism rate of (Percentage) The high rate of absenteeism has decreased the ability to maintain necessary school functioning. Based on the assessment of the information available, school closure is a reasonable and necessary step to prevent, suppress, and control influenza like illness. 
This school closure order encompasses the cancellation of all school activities, including out of town activities, and prohibits any public gatherings in all schools and school facilities until further notice.

Any individuals with influenza-like illness (fever with a cough or sore throat) should stay home and not go into the community, except to seek medical care, for 24 hours after their fever has ended. Asymptomatic contacts of ill patients are not restricted in their activities in the community. However, they should assess their own health frequently and, if they become ill, they should immediately be subject to the same restrictions currently indicated for ill persons.

Parents are reminded:

To protect your children from influenza-like illness:

· Cover coughs and sneezes. 

· Wash hands often with soap and water (or use an alcohol-based hand rub)

· Stay away from people who are sick 

· Frequently wash common surfaces.
· Receive the H1N1 vaccine.
To care for ill children:

· Give clear fluids to keep from being dehydrated. 

· Get plenty of rest.

· Give over-the-counter medications as needed for fever and pain. (Do not give aspirin or products that contain aspirin to children or teenagers 18 years old or younger.)

To seek medical care for your child if they experience:

· Fast breathing or trouble breathing 

· Bluish or gray skin color 

· Not drinking enough fluids 

· Severe or persistent vomiting 

· Not waking up or not interacting 

· Being so irritable that the child does not want to be held 

· Flu-like symptoms improve but then return with fever and worse cough

Additional information can be found at www.pandemic.wisconsin.gov or (local website.) You may also call 2-1-1 for information on the H1N1 influenza. 2-1-1 service will provide information on prevention and community resources. Your call to 2-1-1 is free and confidential, and is available throughout Wisconsin. 2-1-1 service is available 24 hours 7 days per week.

-END-
