Wisconsin Division of Public Health 

Novel Influenza A (H1N1)/ 2009


Sample General School Letter: Voluntary School Closure

May 14, 2009
Note: This guidance supersedes previous guidance on this topic.

The Wisconsin Division of Public Health (DPH) continues to actively monitor the spread and impact of the Novel Influenza A (H1N1) virus. The virus itself is new and unusual compared to seasonal flu viruses traditionally seen in the fall season. In addition, it appears to be highly contagious, and to spread rapidly. While the disease’s current presentation appears to be mild, DPH is analyzing the incidence of probable and confirmed cases, and the presentation of symptoms to determine any evolution in the virus. DPH is responding as new information is available to update testing and treatment guidelines.

Dear family or staff member,

The xxx  School District is aware of the nationwide public health concern regarding novel influenza A (H1N1)/2009 cases. As a precautionary measure the xxx School will voluntarily close for xxx days.  (Additional information may be added to clarify why the district has decided to close) We are in consultation with the xxx Health Department to determine when we can safely reopen the school.  

xxx wants to remind parents and staff members of the importance of prevention and how to stay safe.  Because influenza is easily spread from person-to-person, it is recommended that large groups of people avoid gathering.  During this time of school closure, both children and adults should stay away from other people and groups as much as possible.  
What You Can Do To Prevent Transmission of H1N1 Flu

• Cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing.

• Wash your hands frequently with soap and water or hand sanitizer.

• If you are sick, stay home.

Symptoms of H1N1 Flu

• Fever, cough, sore throat, body aches, headache, chills, fatigue.

If you or your child is showing symptoms of the flu please consult your health care provider.  xxx asks that families of students to use good decision making when determining when a student should stay home from school due to an illness. 

This is not a time for panic, but rather for prevention and awareness. Stay informed by visiting one of the following websites:

· http://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/pandemicflu.html 

· www.pandemic.wisconsin.gov
· Insert local health department website
· Insert local school district website
Thank you for your support.
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