School Nurse Education, Certification and Licensing
Preparation and Education

Wisconsin state law requires a school nurse to be a registered nurse licensed under Wis. Stat. ch. 441 to complete a course in public health. The Department of Public Instruction licensure of the school nurse is voluntary (Wis. Adm. Code 34.31).13 
The National Association of School Nurses has recommended the minimum qualifications11 for the professional school nurse should include licensure as a registered nurse and a baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)12 supports these recommendations and the goal of professional preparation and selection of school nurses to facilitate and provide school health services. 

Certification

Certification in school nursing is not required. However, it does help ensure that the school nurse possesses the core knowledge for competent practice beyond the licensure as a registered nurse.14
The National Board for the Certification of School Nurses is an independent organization which develops, administers, and evaluates a national certification examination for school nurses. Successful completion of the examination will result in the school nurse earning the credential of Nationally Certified School Nurse. Certification is then renewed every five years with successful completion of continuing education requirements or retests with a passing score. The National Association of School Nurses has developed a book, School Nursing Certification Review,15 to assist a school nurse in preparing for the examination.  
Licensure

State law requires a nurse to be a registered nurse licensed under Wis. Stat. ch. 441 through the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services, and to complete a course in public health nursing in order to practice school nursing in Wisconsin. A Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) school nursing license is not required by state law. However, DPI licensure is available under Wis. Admin. Code PI 34.31(2). Please see the University of Wisconsin-Madison requirements for the institution endorsement that leads to DPI school nursing licensure. Following completion of an approved higher education program in school nursing and upon receiving the institutional endorsement, the school nurse can apply for a school nurse license by submitting an application form and fee to the DPI. 
The school district must provide school nurses holding an Initial Educator License with ongoing orientation, support seminars on the standards, mission and goals of the school district, a qualified mentor, and shall designate an administrator to serve on the school nurse’s professional development plan (PDP) team. A nurse with an Initial Educator License must create and successfully complete a PDP for their license renewal. The PDP is a three- to five-year process of planned professional growth and the evidence of that growth on student learning. In the PDP process, the school nurse would develop professional goals, objectives, and timelines with appropriate collaboration and evaluation to advance his/her school nursing practice. School nurses who were licensed through the DPI as professional school nurses before August 1, 2004, have the option of completing either six semester credits of course work in five years or a PDP for license renewal.16
