Your agency letterhead

[Date]

Dear School Principal:

The purpose of this letter is to express the support of the [your organization/District name] for the 2017 Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS), which will be conducted by the Department of Public Instruction. Your high school has been selected at random to participate in this survey and can’t be substituted for, in the sample, by another school. The data collected through the Wisconsin YRBS is a representative sample of all communities in Wisconsin. Our district regularly uses the data for programmatic and policy decisions, therefore, I strongly encourage your participation.
The YRBS is designed to gather information about a variety of youth risk behaviors that result in the most significant injuries and death during adolescence and adulthood. The results of this survey are used to: 1) monitor how priority health-risk behaviors among high school students (grades 9-12) increase, decrease, or remain the same over time; 2) evaluate the impact of broad state efforts to prevent health-risk behaviors; and 3) help focus prevention programs, policies, and funding at the state and local levels. 

The YRBS helps us understand what behaviors youth are engaging in and documents the need for continued prevention funding to help ensure bright futures for all our children. It also shows where we are making progress and how we might most effectively target available prevention resources.
If you have a local example of how your district has used the state YRBS data, please include that here.

[Your organization/District name] understands the survey administration procedures are designed to protect student privacy and allow for anonymous participation. Your school’s participation will help ensure that our state possesses accurate, representative information about student risk behaviors upon which to base state and local program priorities and policies.
Sincerely, 

[Signature]

[Name]

[Title]

