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Greetings! 
 
This Update will be abbreviated. Besides taking vacation time over the 
Thanksgiving holiday, I was out of the office on several occasions since the last 
Update. This was due to my move and relocation to Madison. I will no longer be 
commuting from Beaver Dam to downtown Madison where my Department of 
Public Instruction office is located. I share this bit of personal information as I 
feel a strong connection to the school nurses who are the primary readers of 
these Updates. Living closer will allow me more time and energy to advocate for 
quality, collaborative, and equitable health care services in Wisconsin schools 
so that students learn and develop to their full potential. 
 
Flu season is here and there are usually a good number of Wisconsinites who 
remain unvaccinated by the beginning of December. National Influenza 
Vaccination Week (NIVW) is December 1-7. It’s our nation’s final push to get 
more Americans vaccinated against flu. This year the daily topics focus on high-
risk groups. Monday (Dec 2) of NIVW will focus on children under 5. 
Wednesday (Dec 4) will focus on people with chronic health conditions. See 
more information in this Update.  
 
The Department of Public Instruction is happy to share an informative nine part 
series from SchoolHouse Connection that includes the 2017 YRBS data around 
Homelessness and a call for action from schools. Included is the 
disproportional prevalence of homelessness among students that are LGBTQ, 
disproportionality of homelessness among race/ethnicity, and the higher 
prevalence of risk factors among these youth to include suicide, bullying, 
attendance issues, dating violence, and rape/sexual assault. 
 
I hope to see some of you at the Building the Heart of Successful Schools 
preconference and conference this week (December 4-6). Thank you for your 
continued efforts to provide quality, collaborative, and equitable health care 
services!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

DPI supports best practices/evidence-based resources, but does not vet or endorse products/services. User is responsible to evaluate the resource and how it meets local needs. 
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DPI News 

School Climate 
Please see this letter from State Superintendent 
Carolyn Stanford Taylor regarding school climate 
and resources. 

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) Joint 
Memorandum on Background Check Requirements 

DCF and DPI have received many questions 
surrounding how background check requirements 
for regulated child care and the new Head Start 
Program Performance Standards impact 
collaboration between child care providers, Head 
Start programs, public school and special education 
(and other support services) for children. This joint 
memo addresses some of those questions. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CDC’s 2018 School Health Profiles Report (Profiles) is now available online along with 2018 state-specific results 
illustrated on U.S. maps. Conducted biannually since 1996, Profiles measures progress in the implementation of 
school policies and practices to help improve the health of school-aged youth. Education and health officials can use 
Profiles data to support health-related policies and legislation. States and school districts can use the data to plan 
and monitor school programs and identify professional development needs.  
 
The 2018 Profiles indicate the following:  
 
• There are some positive changes in policies that support the school nutrition environment. For instance, across 
states, there was an increase in the median percentage of schools (from 36.6% in 2008 to 53.7% in 2018) that do 
not sell unhealthy snacks and beverages in vending machines and other places.  However, the median percentage of 
schools across states who allowed less nutritious foods and beverages be sold for fundraisers was 38.8%. 
 
• There is more work to do for schools to offer and require physical activity to students. For example, the median 
percentage of schools that taught a required physical education course in grades 6 through 10 was greater than 
70%, but the median percentage for grades 11 and 12 was approximately 43%.  The median percentage of schools 
that offered opportunities for students to participate in classroom physical activity breaks was approximately 50%. 
 
• Schools across states have agreements that allow students, families, and community members to use school 
physical activity facilities; fewer schools have agreements for shared use of school or community kitchens.  
The median percentage of schools across states with a joint-use agreement for school or community physical 
activity facilities was 66.9%, but the median percentage of schools across states that had an agreement for shared 
use of school or community kitchen facilities and equipment was only 20.4%.  
 
• There is room for better-quality school practices that can contribute to improved medical management of 
students with chronic health conditions. While the median percentage of schools across states (66%) provided daily 
health services for students with chronic illnesses, the median percentage of schools who provided disease-specific 
education to families of these students was much lower (42.6%).  
 
 

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/administrators/e-mail/11.14.19WIsuperintendents.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/early-childhood/Memo_to_Child_Care_Providers_and_Collaborators.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/profiles/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/profiles/results.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/profiles/results.htm
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IAC and SAHM's Patient Handout for Tens “You’re 16…We Recommend These Vaccines for You!” Now 
Offered in Spanish  
 
IAC and Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine's (SAHM) colorful, easy-to-understand handout for 
teens titled You’re 16…We Recommend These Vaccines for You! is now available in Spanish.  
 
Access the new Spanish-language version: Si tienes 16 años...¡Te recomendamos estas vacunas! 
 
 

 

The Weekly Respiratory Report for the week ending November 23, 2019, is now available. 

 From the Immunization Action Coalition 
 
National Influenza Vaccination Week, observed December 1–7, will highlight the importance of continuing flu 
vaccination through the holiday season and beyond 
 
National Influenza Vaccination Week (NIVW) is an awareness week focused on highlighting the importance of 
influenza vaccination. NIVW will be observed this year on December 1–7. This is a great time to vaccinate your 
patients who have not yet been protected against flu and to remind your patients who have not been vaccinated 
to be sure they get protected. As a reminder, vaccination efforts should continue through the holiday season and 
beyond. Peak influenza activity does not generally occur until February. Providers are encouraged to continue 
vaccinating patients throughout the influenza season, including into the spring months as long as they have 
unvaccinated patients in their office. 
 
This year CDC is focusing on groups at high risk of flu-related complications, hospitalizations, and death, such as 
children under 5 years, adults over 65, people with chronic conditions such as asthma, heart disease, and 
diabetes, and pregnant women.  
 
Click on the graphic below to access the NIVW campaign resources from CDC, including web tools, videos, 
communication hints, matte articles to submit to newspapers, animated graphics, and more.  
 

 
 

Related Links:  
 CDC's People at High Risk for Flu 

Complications web page 
 CDC's 2019 NIVW Digital Media 

Toolkit 
 CDC's Seasonal Flu web section 
 CDC's FluView web section 

CDC's Free Resources related to influenza 
 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1jnR2g7Ut0AOxGD89vKpNNKb2IR3rDeiCszl0u5gjWhoQrqT6pbREwxDzkt9QAWiBBIeT7Z86RznqwCA6_8lZBVz9XKGe1VuVLJm0n_IarSGtlPLXE_XKILUxPO7TC5yHVRQNaCFVfnOXuN1BlZNUV5yuYvlMR00Vi44G3dFyoA-qaSlheLJWDtjtSt6maFNiL5TzQeaitDhMbMUuo5u36MXT5av-AK1M9-zpsjuJvak2vUOKYsIjYpEVqXtH3fG6OI330xJ4oXdEnoF53HLYSg/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3Dd260e5e775%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1qHcETReodr1dR-gSsNFtbngyx4uaRtSVyZoWpDo-aMAdTrnDpVfrJ02hfvJK3efa0qsE17DHy4CxMOi3XsR1avI5pgsxAKMcTqS5vKqb5CBy0hi2cbu2tfWgquDlHGLwmQe1CwpYblVcQz3WATHbB7YirnkEqwVQ8ngFMvW7Cicvat_uLNhzsrFA4Rf4c1TQNDt0HDkxpTnyG7h7SOJIZWbb9ypKaud8sXZvIOCRW-Ftm5_9YUCQjCOtRiX8JO-4x1GKlAph5KfieMsnJVtEPQ/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3Dc35cc5aa39%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1qHcETReodr1dR-gSsNFtbngyx4uaRtSVyZoWpDo-aMAdTrnDpVfrJ02hfvJK3efa0qsE17DHy4CxMOi3XsR1avI5pgsxAKMcTqS5vKqb5CBy0hi2cbu2tfWgquDlHGLwmQe1CwpYblVcQz3WATHbB7YirnkEqwVQ8ngFMvW7Cicvat_uLNhzsrFA4Rf4c1TQNDt0HDkxpTnyG7h7SOJIZWbb9ypKaud8sXZvIOCRW-Ftm5_9YUCQjCOtRiX8JO-4x1GKlAph5KfieMsnJVtEPQ/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3Dc35cc5aa39%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/p-02346.htm
https://secure-web.cisco.com/18ng3Bg3oa9znZFD3SzjjYNaWL66Ksb6F6AXMy-hYlUfGk_oSlKOI-lId-AfcaZZpTKasAIR8qgerpoR_2ydqk98WbGPxSJnMJ0gvvnuQ9Ssl-WXLHYZ5LXazhR6J_Uj1bBSZtBDXRGZsriICqzaCjlOxbWjp2hJy3H5_mTH9xYs6X-qv5H_Zb205ayBANs_Fl8jLgV6WOywaifHSASIdpOdtznV_Toa2jwrum24waRgclc_YXeB8SmHgSbPHB3mypIxtvljrtDZRHnRmjeJXbA/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3D7772fd8403%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VeklFOBAPz0FO6kzv5X8nd-nWbSNFF7rVzrn91Pju8CM3JyBlMT5hgJLv5xi3_f6dLWK2cq0fTFdOZy_37SlcWI2ahh-tNdGc7uaLUaU0jGYqpmzfK0cRjjLmD91HIEbzsit_02o4Z_f95DQ65cmNfDwcG5iWQCeqtfaoRBNxq6QvEDNa-JENsXoNyNz5TVYfLeG58l2TN8RQ_iraXUqoULxEFjdRJQ-BInHvXvtsNVcX1HIwcqYOpYD_00K7zbNMNIKhtxYmFCTu-sz9qGA8Q/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3D9b90090aa4%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/resource-center/nivw/index.htm
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1v0mZidgUIwI81-J_9t_vp7if8SRLaFReM_cPGbmp-iuW3J45bWMMro9-c19iWRNK74U6Dr3xBdoHBCRQUkIHDmSdS4Rd87YIAsVN_MFJs-uwVxn39WrB7Lhr7b2EZQeHG7cGMy8XAELBjX-qtBfnBe1g5R93xk119mbABRRLlKkRROOjAmIIeYA7q1zpRLXCoF0DQCZ0dzJm6IR00ztc1kIK7ngpvlEBFozXJucWHe0kVOfnux-m_UL0M6aahguKgwS0UYGssU-saw7e-fOSjA/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3D88b5bc409f%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1v0mZidgUIwI81-J_9t_vp7if8SRLaFReM_cPGbmp-iuW3J45bWMMro9-c19iWRNK74U6Dr3xBdoHBCRQUkIHDmSdS4Rd87YIAsVN_MFJs-uwVxn39WrB7Lhr7b2EZQeHG7cGMy8XAELBjX-qtBfnBe1g5R93xk119mbABRRLlKkRROOjAmIIeYA7q1zpRLXCoF0DQCZ0dzJm6IR00ztc1kIK7ngpvlEBFozXJucWHe0kVOfnux-m_UL0M6aahguKgwS0UYGssU-saw7e-fOSjA/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3D88b5bc409f%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ov5MWq_t_cO7yGgeeWtW8nLsDjuuImkPkxOmgkFTlJAbdJ2N31YZb9J2JqHtxhtmF_wFa-hyib_Rb3EGNLxajoH-U3ixjDx0EmkLPdsRPhFuGexPYke2yr-yRlQyblq7e1fe4N9Anw3run_DYT0Fth_LQ10xC4PaI6DH2BXTqckQMHbZrm0BHcSK9vMngw0EQCDyy1M_VGGVQMYQLfEuIJqcGpCJ68iwszI2PaOgONU58XQg4cnWApjd5fAC54JgaBeTBrLZthT4AP6BTQkysg/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3De246e840f4%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ov5MWq_t_cO7yGgeeWtW8nLsDjuuImkPkxOmgkFTlJAbdJ2N31YZb9J2JqHtxhtmF_wFa-hyib_Rb3EGNLxajoH-U3ixjDx0EmkLPdsRPhFuGexPYke2yr-yRlQyblq7e1fe4N9Anw3run_DYT0Fth_LQ10xC4PaI6DH2BXTqckQMHbZrm0BHcSK9vMngw0EQCDyy1M_VGGVQMYQLfEuIJqcGpCJ68iwszI2PaOgONU58XQg4cnWApjd5fAC54JgaBeTBrLZthT4AP6BTQkysg/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3De246e840f4%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/18wp0SFmSpkh_Kc9bSXmBJThCewuxp0ZebU7HTDV-p2IJBk1xjboWqn-mV53FBG8q_6fr6DgY1jgk10gW8Vsz6KpzNdIVLzTcyCnf4b96Q8MhL6pBOcTocS-e6qDOPXMxWcsGz8Tr02fKcYBMun4O5GnW8rPuNAi4h-XlO5hgQh7i-BtSpZ7iKRAQnycm_H9yPXpGT-RTtQo_2gMZPBH8438f9hkGteXCoOjlECaKjibaZSuAKArbdrU8rL8WNf5DcEYnzu7fCccQf6bG3aKgcA/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3D80fa904802%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1nixqNpEXqrYORThZbzo3gyWZ57gnJ_nzv48tuWRsic7zuNZdc8SeFEol5O_H2NyPJpBsiE-DkxShkG9QXer70UwhLF45TwBo4VWaNPrbv8ufgFargs9j4tG-lqFEC2dpRytJtS0hyhe1kbimIUHmuQbSnu7NBD5oQPvxjIXYD6zrQY8itIpsoujHmr147r6_7I7Fki6VmhAnD_hevRGH2vAfds-Z4_fuVQnDMImkqei0aK3VYICHk3LHV2qpOCC2r6vO3H-QWe95alUI4ohWYA/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3D1f28fcca1d%26e%3Df65e5b094b
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Vc0pk4JTLru7Pn2mBre7lLo51YhAPcR2Xpc_O2h28WhQE988HxOg9TTzjVVa2b1hWA0JVj_LFlXv1q3Z3Z9XeAJr0gIcBILWoM2ejDhAZln4wNVMapvh6WCBuLzqF_oMYcKr0QeNwkrxzTPD5CmZlB_wERL1DDRU2zXLWDUlH-ODaRA1MZj6Sn-FBzR09X0x-iA23JnyprQNk5g9px3XGQ1P5v5aWqWoqTRHcxFMZPaovn0gkNdXqSIzm1PzEMbbYdKsuWtRFkn75hWgk4y6qg/https%3A%2F%2Fimmunize.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69948816469e0f4801f8647ee%26id%3Dc491bef89f%26e%3Df65e5b094b
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News from the National Association of School Nurses… 
 
NASN has been working on the ECHO sessions on 
Concussions for School Nurses with AAP. The CDC 
Pediatric mTBI Guideline consists of 19 sets of 
clinical recommendations that cover diagnosis, 
prognosis, and management and treatment. In 
addition, you can read this open access article for 
more information. 
 
Key recommendations include: 

1. Do not routinely image patients to diagnose 
mTBI. 

2. Use validated, age-appropriate symptom 
scales to diagnose mTBI. 

3. Assess evidence-based risk factors for 
prolonged recovery. 

4. Provide patients with instructions on return 
to activity customized to their symptoms. 

Counsel patients to return gradually to non-sports 
activities after no more than 2-3 days of rest. 
 
 
 
. 

How to Improve School Nursing Practice by 
Adhering To Regulations And Policies 

This educational activity will provide information on 
federal laws of providing care in the school setting, 
common state issues, and other important legal 
responsibilities in preparing school nurses to be 
more confident with the language of law. LEARN 
MORE 
 

 

NASN Continuing Education Opportunities  
 
"I Have the Right To" 
 
Washington Post reporter Jenn Abelson leads a 
conversation with Chessy Prout, who is on her 
journey as a high school survivor of sexual assault. 
Explore teenagers' struggles, rape culture and 
related areas. LEARN MORE 
 
Benefits and Risks of Medical Cannabis 
 
Learn about the implications of cannabis 
prescriptions in the school setting including legal, 
ethical, and compliance aspects. LEARN MORE 
 
  
  
 
  
  
 
Learn about the implications of cannabis 
prescriptions in the school setting including legal, 
ethical, and compliance aspects. 
 
 
 
 

Save the date for National Drug & Alcohol Facts 
Week (NDAFW), which will take place March 30-
April 5, 2020. This is a week of educational events 
that brings together teens and scientific experts to 
SHATTER THE MYTHS® about substance use and 
addiction.  
  
As a precursor to National Drug & Alcohol Facts 
Week, please also mark your calendars for the 2019 
Monitoring the Future (MTF) survey data release, 
which will occur on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2019. MTF 
is a NIDA-funded survey that collects data on drug 
and alcohol use and related attitudes among 
adolescents nationwide.  
 
If you need resources to help with drug abuse in 
your school, check out the NASN website. 

 Need Help Justifying Your 
Attendance at NASN2020? 

The NASN2020 
Justification Toolkit helps 
you request support to 
attend NASN's 52nd Annual 
Conference June 30-July 3 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
LEARN MORE  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ18VyrUIFfCcmkODVCPE-PK6bPNgCY0tXt3awVrKJgi5njCJwvMMIH6O61oSwJMt8NADOtIRK0m-smXRqM-jf1BI27uCUjyRwnAWmsUVMNOW6h7VfOeqQ9D0wlm0F_Yfd5dDwJG8hpodNwuCsf639MgHfNfMw_biezSodg5_FU3TJr_E9Kx8bXwWYlAXGTQVyjK3METQ-I=&c=AsxUoNxurbbumMNFBGEylqM_F4NYx0YyOiCIqkFWWM6xw2yOwQSt_g==&ch=R6y-kNTfMY6dScEbM70RSuycZq8TeUiz6A62bGEvzIHRoJtXKJDnoA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ18VyrUIFfCcmkODVCPE-PK6bPNgCY0tXt3awVrKJgi5njCJwvMMIH6O61oSwJMt8NADOtIRK0m-smXRqM-jf1BI27uCUjyRwnAWmsUVMNOW6h7VfOeqQ9D0wlm0F_Yfd5dDwJG8hpodNwuCsf639MgHfNfMw_biezSodg5_FU3TJr_E9Kx8bXwWYlAXGTQVyjK3METQ-I=&c=AsxUoNxurbbumMNFBGEylqM_F4NYx0YyOiCIqkFWWM6xw2yOwQSt_g==&ch=R6y-kNTfMY6dScEbM70RSuycZq8TeUiz6A62bGEvzIHRoJtXKJDnoA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ18VyrUIFfCcmkODVCPE-PK6bPNgCY0tXt3awVrKJgi5njCJwvMMIH6O61oSwJMJKh3JUtOVfPylk60efZuoRzscrLr5CpoQ5aOp8Flv2UUAXbPehyiXqsbFfqP5Q1-BJBmvDulgsQ0Kp0PYVLwjlvokQu1z9BSAGoGdtXurAw=&c=AsxUoNxurbbumMNFBGEylqM_F4NYx0YyOiCIqkFWWM6xw2yOwQSt_g==&ch=R6y-kNTfMY6dScEbM70RSuycZq8TeUiz6A62bGEvzIHRoJtXKJDnoA==
https://www.pathlms.com/nasn/courses/14776
https://www.pathlms.com/nasn/courses/14776
https://www.pathlms.com/nasn/courses/14936
https://www.pathlms.com/nasn/courses/14949
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iYtQO1dr0Mfn5NdgfHX8SLnfPqLoi6xoFaHJWpfSRNcAVZYzr19rnAxnIhQ_UyjzvJE843cL2sxkjOcCqnbtsOzvqvmeoKJbzHXNsQpQxTJ0fvdO31GfXuKXcP1crc-U4zrGFpI-QN01ArqjBKfY2XJgWKY9JvRtTjPU0n8IzueseaWrFSia5ASfWX3Z094p&c=-6w7b8ePyPkiMoXOoHad5wG88pcG0renCENHLqU84HkvidPl_d_UVg==&ch=qfb1k-UbPuO6El7J1xh8FZUGJ-l5cRBOeInRTX5BY9WWN4iri454Tw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iYtQO1dr0Mfn5NdgfHX8SLnfPqLoi6xoFaHJWpfSRNcAVZYzr19rnAxnIhQ_UyjzvJE843cL2sxkjOcCqnbtsOzvqvmeoKJbzHXNsQpQxTJ0fvdO31GfXuKXcP1crc-U4zrGFpI-QN01ArqjBKfY2XJgWKY9JvRtTjPU0n8IzueseaWrFSia5ASfWX3Z094p&c=-6w7b8ePyPkiMoXOoHad5wG88pcG0renCENHLqU84HkvidPl_d_UVg==&ch=qfb1k-UbPuO6El7J1xh8FZUGJ-l5cRBOeInRTX5BY9WWN4iri454Tw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iYtQO1dr0Mfn5NdgfHX8SLnfPqLoi6xoFaHJWpfSRNcAVZYzr19rnAvJnKFgEgU8gZk98JTPGTjUbo7Al_lj3drF4f6rIHI9a4QA8cc2zdnqV7i8RdKqEf7-u_F-qVhBJzeyTnxHQ6MJyV5OjZ4BDgWR1Sw2NOtJ1VMQd9Disr5rJmRzlvK3Rci_ApcTYukmH9Ja1OqlegvRIEKi-vYr4g==&c=-6w7b8ePyPkiMoXOoHad5wG88pcG0renCENHLqU84HkvidPl_d_UVg==&ch=qfb1k-UbPuO6El7J1xh8FZUGJ-l5cRBOeInRTX5BY9WWN4iri454Tw==
https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/nasn2020/blogs/nasn-profile/2019/09/11/justification-toolkit
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The final brief in the  nine-part series analyzing demographic and risk factor data from the Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey (YRBS in 17 states), comparing high school students experiencing homelessness and high 
school students not experiencing homelessness was recently published. YRBS homelessness data include high 
school students who experience homelessness as part of families, as well as students who are homeless by 
themselves. 
 
The final brief on rape and sexual assault shows that nearly one in four high school students experiencing 
homelessness reported being forced to have sexual intercourse. We provide practical tips for how schools can 
help prevent rape and sexual assault of students, as well as support survivors. 
 
We encourage readers to share the striking and heartbreaking results of our entire 2017 YRBS series, and 
take action to promote safety and health for students experiencing homelessness. 
Each brief may be downloaded as a PDF document. 
 
Part I: Prevalence, Identification, and Action Steps for Schools 
Key Finding: Public schools are identifying only slightly more than half of high school students experiencing 
homelessness. 
 
Part II: Racial and Ethnic Equity: Disproportionality and Action Steps for Schools 
Key Finding: Black high school students are 2.67 times more likely to experience homelessness, and Hispanic 
high school students are 1.68 times more likely to experience homelessness, than White high school students. 
 
Part III: Sexual Orientation Equity: Disproportionality and Action Steps for Schools 
Key Finding: LGBQ high school students are 2.94 times more likely to experience homelessness than 
heterosexual high school students. 
 
Part IV: Vulnerability of Different Homeless Situations 
Key Finding: High school students experiencing homelessness are very vulnerable to a variety of harm, 
regardless of where they happen to be staying. Students experiencing homelessness are at dire risk of rape, 
assault, suicide, substance abuse, hunger, bullying and other risks, whether sleeping in a motel, a car, a shelter, 
temporarily with other people, or moving so frequently that they cannot identify a usual sleeping arrangement 
over a thirty-day period. 
 
Part V: Missing School Due to Safety Concerns 
Key Finding: More than one in four high school students experiencing homelessness missed at least one day of 
school in a single month due to these safety concerns. They were 4.63 times more likely to miss school due to 
safety concerns compared to stably housed students. 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1WRsQiOFt9H7K2UNKfRAnkH4-Lcgq526xrk4ukABybao7gItHU1viuPaWocmz-RCQsbhWFncjTIV6qpdyZ2k5B4FwUzowB5jjDMnZ5PCFtNzb4d3HzVbFZHcDw5ZksZngQY-M93tZzIXGxgXlam46R8kAxWKugNOuEs8nelujLqkc0BW0OQdWGQne6MME17721aA-JS-v2xQhA8koIuxwJjL21_ZpOEp2qaKNpk8BzwFP7dyXLfIM0COyYXhOvkhH_p_dVH8Zfed0-HM7H6vdKDp2bZSKQDyIADZgVEaPQwI/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3Dec8ebf7600%26e%3D92dd249c3f
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ZRsS8M1KTc8ECPNxiK2d-_y6MAd6QMKYQP2ubcadFD__3EEam-IzdXwk2r2YAc_N_M3HNxxD7Eiu9SLTIt-etArz44eGdUV5iaPSTdnay4p7U4jDN9MUxj-rPYt5-O2pZGeBC-cWS2_dQCodXurifyFwqijQiS8-_shf24YJ6JWjo4iYHx_X3L1YDkoOnLOpahER7X9Lc_lJ3Ae4BpoTEcJ_eMVsapQayEt265hZoDsP1df7Vf4jQhz706wTXcMh4lfHpdKhzsQpGtYbbTWtbY88B4lajQ6ordy3zDvI4c0/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3Dac17467300%26e%3D92dd249c3f
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BmCSlXK8S1VUBmFvu0aaOk2laEhHMIJDZjbR2s5mHTj40_szsBarWyynzdPDRTBAg9GYvnUDYHQ6wxZbE13lgE_GBwex5LlkoJ7m2rayB2RV7FDe86aUHc-hWHIgoLUGE4M0ErlD3azguNlb97anKFSfz6a3KsMYwhbjG8O-Bk9neli5fS1POa4uBoEPoZO4vQ3Iuh62n6_efHxPKRAlBsTNViPjZuRMnmA5QWvmmwYlRrhftzWiz7QRSfdxR6F3UHZm1M97BL8tDMYNvQ3aUlguX98TvUqsk6NZmErar00/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3D55144f6ef1%26e%3D92dd249c3f
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ouJ68XdwfROa63dCd4f_k3qlDECrC5FJoKwGYxCSbcxFZPy4WXy4syDGHrCiZK8asVm5cK1FigiN0WqPMaofBHZg8cKOv3xmNZwXXOz9dFkcMzgaGxpu7kykCBlXT_tLlpV19XG9zbBRAuc4pgRK588hdhliLrTvtinsB7NaOL4kCsI-ugjnqz7qs-2064D2mJ6EipyhZRIeHO4WP8LolL8cI74D0BzEQUcv7NRIFhjm0-KnmNrN2Pzppmv_IR0pm7t6nc6mNM-ew8MbPEynyUScsb7tGpw2cb7uiCIc2eE/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3Da7919acfa7%26e%3D92dd249c3f
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VPGSbjPSukm3lOjwT5HeqzWWFIePea61kDYggKuX1QknKOqTJ24CAoXMWxy-FcRHMyeVNSAjTIZe96D2xubSIhu1Ja9pxJAtmaF2Qe8U1VHgHVSMfif2QjVNv8hXRUJ1y-lMZm3QYWngFNpYDAdSxBclG82FuQESJEt3WagSN0wQrc-KVPElDMmHyne2PLMUn8AjKGTAghga9vkzrkcGicQYV6jT7ATqdrD9JilAsXew0goQahvtYDhEP4wyov-bicDV6RIofXcCXmL6KHxAGU96DlPJ13g2_zQ_fr47RaI/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3D5e26a0f27c%26e%3D92dd249c3f
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PRACTICE POINTS  
 

 

 

Part VI: Suicide 

Key Finding: Students experiencing homelessness were 7.19 times more likely to attempt suicide compared 
to stably housed youth. High school students experiencing homelessness are 3.21 times more likely to have 
a suicide plan compared to stably housed youth. 

Part VII: Bullying 

Key Finding: High school students experiencing homelessness are 2.59 times more likely to be bullied on 
school property or electronically compared to their stably housed peers. More than one in three students 
experiencing homelessness reported being a victim of bullying at school. 

 Part VIII: Dating Violence 

Key Finding: High school students experiencing homelessness were 5.03 times more likely to be victims of 
sexual dating violence compared to their stably housed peers. The risk rose even higher for physical dating 
violence, with high school students experiencing homelessness 5.88 times more likely to be victims of 
physical dating violence compared to their stably housed peers. One in four high school students 
experiencing homelessness reported being a victim of physical dating violence. 

Part IX: Rape and Sexual Assault 

Key Finding: High school students experiencing homelessness were 4.11 times more likely to be raped 
compared to their stably housed peers. Nearly one in four high school students experiencing homelessness 
reported being forced to have sexual intercourse. Similarly, high school students experiencing homelessness 
were 5.59 times more likely to be forced to do sexual things (defined as kissing, touching, or sexual 
intercourse) compared to stably housed youth. Over a twelve-month period, one in three high school 
students experiencing homelessness reported being forced to do sexual things. 

Read the Entire Series 

 

 

November 14-15, 2019 I attended the 35th Annual State Superintendent’s Conference on Special Education 
and Pupil Services Leadership Issues. The keynote speaker was Dr. Sharroky Hollie, PhD from The Center for 
Culturally Responsive Teaching and Learning. He has presented in and worked with many Wisconsin school 
districts, so you may know his work. He addressed institutional stagnation in closing “the so-called” racial 
achievement gap and disproportionality. I want to share some of his comments that particularly resonated 
with me. 
 
Equity can be corrected at the stroke of a pen. School districts can write and approve of policies, that when 
implemented, assure equity –all students have equal opportunities and resources to succeed. But, we know 
that having a policy doesn’t really mean students come to school equally able to benefit from those policies. 
 
Dr. Hollie talked about that what students most need is to be surrounded by, and educated by, “open minded’ 
and “warmhearted” individuals. He used the term “outrageous love.”  Students need us to be excellent and in 
turn we demand the same high exceptions of them. I was reminded of a banking commercial stating that “just 
okay” service is not good enough. Who wants a mediocre school nurse? What student needs their  school 
nurse to believe that being mediocre is good enough?  He had us do an activity where we came up with a word 
to describe ourselves. We then turned to a tablemate and introduced ourselves and added with energy and a  
 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1J5deW8xLTBjmMD6XUBI9LEe6LcF28ZLQEE_-gDz1KeGH2N5noo-dfoNdx7tYbKBzJ5IyMYdsfLKl-WEie8cIcYaSe07LTKb4lNL600Vt5O4LV5dCTrf9pj5SJxTOXgyPR1kFoixi0CDsrJTs9IhMiLCJ0F3gQa93QTgUpjZLPdzENrhJxJHs_etSeQZqB4b0SDXDy-k72W5IsA1MQz-DEbC_zB4E_Nv8TN2L1xXkCSjh8ahRaoSYuaDr4n-IRjHuTUy8DsS4-dlhrmC0YGBZXxfwa6005aMOmb3LOsrkvo4/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3D361fefd23d%26e%3D92dd249c3f
https://secure-web.cisco.com/11H6tBy7kT__1052904ZWcr67aLUbkmxL1DBfZse8juk326kYdRpGiTtfLNCsNpadSU96_Ac3DlEV64R9h_DOOCdJFH7d-X3IBMlbLqI6dTPbLLj7DAgmbbo4-QwgIRWt3kbYoF-wNKWKBKMYJnMcsYcV_UNCnf9K29s0N2SlbYz63LfVSdk8VahKRoPgYLv5AQ9DQjI-CbGvPvraiOBpShyIjJefFtV_e0EMg6HOy_y2jrpq7PBrwwb-t4fvq5_HyzO9JDaBPg-elZKgnsWrdFd1AR3U2pEv_cTH8Uf3Wkk/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3D0936c728b2%26e%3D92dd249c3f
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1cuwexj3BMCAiIfww1hXH4JquSakwpOihzq0ThBt6t0R6EeNVpH0GKBExIhKRDXnqRoy_ciDCZoV8AXn3kcsmeMO8hlKMEEkmhh6trIMsRnHGDcBnUSMalZSfeqKyTXJHcw2SPS2A2yL9yoXAS83yH3kTUMVxcvv6KwuHcQVuJ2frKbtvJj9RlBHVIbYCfPErfgcI5pW15jER0eBxTMg1JGDKq8c0aZBd_-oZI7vhrUFvagZATK3nK7s8PogUmzGCOGjHpPL5UprkOwmwlV3bnewes0stiltUWQMe2VlEKLM/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3Dafa1876f98%26e%3D92dd249c3f
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1MnE6Nln2NRb1l3zj9pb_w2ODrSVSeO02ICAMjE-MGU4cHk1cmddO6He4ve_tmidOcSHlBXbIWXBwvKYQbdpZKm8EJt-NkjF-3b6_1EW-jt-kc4MDfxQ29rt29KmwjUiK_fvP3FCJTto0g1BhWXcwvEBkIUWU9STI461ozEsEPJel2F72O-7vduklIew1c6A-Hucxnjbhdcn2Tb-yuDPL72iiQxjuDReXWTZ64kn9Eq3kPpFX6NUz-I_BUrRxJSyRjZcf4TQODdEti1IS0mYrQ-GHgQPohCWSU8D856JKZu4/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3D2b8575970c%26e%3D92dd249c3f
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1cAsW5GMSfysLVPvFdwYY2fDvoeauH5BfHDgumf4V6AzNIdeu-ppCEq8j76zVgmEv0WW9x_AqRqQqGTmyPyyG7MY_1Yxp8SBp-i0LaDJCOZ_L8grT7tSAEA3wjvcDDGjimzTmxEOVtn9kV5TTVEZhIOFVdrraBqrjhllME4e3nIRR0t0FU0RR-klaePB6g5iUyWQnW2idKSkVlJ0TGZzdQEpYQBXZ9fWaxX9PQyclpNXyFzFeTLY9yLYorGg0EOPrgqUVPqIMRB4jF3Xzqfnd7sDvPCDW_gguQKXAPQO6Ngg/https%3A%2F%2Fschoolhouseconnection.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dccaf8007c654495ff29e18851%26id%3D49377c8860%26e%3D92dd249c3f
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little attitude “don’t act like you don’t know my name!” For example I said ( while shaking my head and 
pointing my finger), “My name is Passion, don’t act like you don’t know my name!”  
 
There is a difference between arrogance and swagger.  Demanding excellence from yourself and others and 
seeking to live up to that is empowering.   
 
Dr. Hollie also talked about the importance of gestures. The students who need affirming gestures (smiles, 
high fives, etc.) the most are the ones least likely to be the recipients of these welcoming gestures.  School 
nurses have multiple opportunities to provide students with these affirming gestures.  Reframing those 
smiles and light touches as acts of outrageous love will energize your practice and  help you reach those 
students who need you the most. 
 
What would be your name?  
 
Say it out loud with a fist pump! Then show up each and every day and be excellent! 
 
 


