
 

 

Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) Grant 

2020-21 Allowable Activities Waiver  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 

1. What is the purpose of the waiver, and what does it allow? 

Generally speaking, the waiver intends to provide flexibility for a 21st CCLC 

grantee to operate as needed to support education during remote or hybrid models 

of schooling during the 2020-21 school year in response to COVID-19. This waiver 

allows the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to permit a 21st CCLC 

grantee to operate when students are not physically in school receiving in-person 

instruction. Under the waiver, a 21st CCLC grantee may provide academic 

enrichment services to students while the students are participating in instruction 

or lessons given remotely by the students’ teacher and when students are engaged 

in independent learning activities.  

All other requirements for the 21st CCLC program continue to apply. 

 

2. How long is this flexibility allowed?  

 

The flexibility allowed by this waiver is meant to address challenges that may arise 

this school year due to the impact of COVID-19. The waiver may also be applied to 

support virtual summer school operations during the 2021 summer school 

schedule. However, the waiver cannot be applied retroactively to activities 

provided prior to the submission of an application. The waiver is in effect from the 

date of approval and expires once district sponsored summer school concludes in 

2021.The waiver does not extend into the 2021-22 school year. The grantee only 

needs to apply once for the waiver and can only implement the flexibilities 

provided by the waiver while the schools served by the 21st CCLC program 

operate virtually. 

 

3. What kinds of activities can be provided under this waiver?  

 

Under this waiver, 21st CCLC grantees may offer activities that are intended to 

help students better engage in virtual learning, such as: 

● Providing assistance when students are working independently on work 

that is assigned.  For example, 21st CCLC staff may provide additional 

academic support during remote learning time to help students understand 

and access virtual learning. 
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● Providing other academic enrichment activities during the portion of the 

week when students are not physically present in school, but school is in 

session remotely for some portion of the day. 

● Offering students a broad array of additional services, programs, and 

activities that are designed to reinforce and complement the regular 

academic program of participating students. 

Additionally, 21st CCLC funds must continue to be used only for allowable 

activities, as detailed in Title IV, Part B of the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). See DPI’s 21st 

CCLC Grant Program Application Guidelines for a list of allowable activities. This 

list should be consulted when developing the waiver request. 

 

4. Will grantees requesting a waiver be required to continue implementing the 

program services outlined in their original application?  

 

Yes, grantees seeking this flexibility will have to provide an assurance that they will 

continue to provide the program services outlined in the original grant application 

and any Program Change Requests approved by DPI for the 2020-21 school year. 

The federal waiver requires an assurance from the State and its subgrantees that 

21st CCLC funds will continue to be used in accordance with all other provisions of 

Title IV, Part B of ESEA, as amended by ESSA, and all applicable regulations, 

program plans, and applications.  

 

As a reminder, per Title IV, Part B of ESEA, as amended by ESSA, the three goals of 

the 21st CCLC grant are to provide opportunities for academic enrichment to help 

targeted students meet challenging state and local academic standards; offer 

students a broad array of additional services, programs, and activities that are 

designed to reinforce and complement the regular school day; and offer families of 

students served by the community learning center opportunities for active and 

meaningful engagement in their children’s education, including opportunities for 

literacy and related educational development.  Wisconsin 21st CCLC grantees are 

expected to continue to offer participants programming that includes at least one 

form of academic enrichment and at least two other types of allowable activities, as 

well as programming for the adult family members of participants. 

 

5. If awarded a waiver, are grantees expected to meet the 10 hour requirement for 

program services? 

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/21st_CCLC_19-20_Guidelines.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/21st_CCLC_19-20_Guidelines.pdf
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The state requirement of 10 hours of programming remains in place The additional 

programming offered under the waiver (i.e., programming that takes place during a 

student’s remote instructional day) can count toward the ten program hours 

required by the grant. However, if a grantee applies for and receives a waiver, this 

does not exempt them from providing services during out-of-school time and 

meeting the three purposes of the 21st CCLC grant. While grantees may provide 

support during virtual day school instructional time under the waiver, they must 

continue to meet the needs of students and families outside of day school 

instructional time and meet the purposes of the grant.  

 

6. Will grantees requesting a waiver be allowed to use 21st CCLC funds to serve 

students other than those the funding is intended to serve? 

 

Programs must continue to serve students most in need of program services who 

attend the primary school served by the grant and any approved feeder schools. At 

least 51 percent of students served at a site must come from the primary school 

served by the grant.  

 

A grantee could expand the population of students it serves, or include a different 

group of students in programming, provided the program has sufficient funding to 

do so and continues to meet the two requirements described above (i.e., serving 

students most in need of services and drawing the majority of its participants from 

the primary school served by the grant).  

 

7. Can a 21st CCLC program apply for this waiver if the schools attended by 

participating students are offering in-person instruction? 

 

This waiver is intended for 21st CCLC programs serving schools that are operating 

virtually all or part of the time. If the school being served by the grant is offering 

only in-person instruction, the rule that the 21st CCLC program may not provide 

support to students during the school day continues to be in effect. If the school is 

operating using a hybrid schedule (i.e., students participate in both in-person and 

virtual instructional activities), the 21st CCLC program may apply for this waiver. 

However, the program may only provide support during the school day to students 

who are receiving virtual instruction.  The program may not provide support to 

students participating in in-person instruction. 

    

8. If a program applies and is approved for a waiver, does it need to submit a Budget 

Change Request?  
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A Budget Change Request is necessary if any line item on the budget changes (i.e., 

increases or decreases) by 10 percent or more as a result of the revised program 

plan.  The Budget Change Request form, along with a micro webinar WDPI created 

that explains how to complete the form, can be found on DPI’s webpage. 

 

9. Will grantees who are given a waiver to operate during the school day receive 

additional funds to support expanded program hours? 

 

No, the size of the award for grantees seeking the waiver will not be increased. 

However, grantees may use 2019-20 carryover funds to support expanded 

program hours.  Additionally, grantees may apply for a 21st CCLC COVID-19 Relief 

Supplementary Grant to pay for expenses associated with a longer program day. 

   

10. Does the requirement that 21st CCLC funds supplement and do not supplant 

other federal, state, and local funds still apply? 

 

Yes, per4203(a)(9) of ESEA, as amended by ESSA, 21st CCLC funds must be used to 

supplement, and not supplant, other federal, state, and local public funds expended 

to provide authorized programs and activities. If a 21st CCLC program has 

provided services to students during their instructional school day prior to 

receiving the waiver, using other funding sources, 21st CCLC funds may not 

supplant, or take the place of, those funding sources. Instead, grant funds must be 

used to supplement, or expand, the services currently being offered to students.  

 

11. What is the process for applying for this waiver?  

 

Grantees who seek to change their activities from exclusively out-of-school time 

hours to include programming during school hours of  instruction must apply for a 

waiver from DPI. Applying for this waiver is a two-part process:  

1. First, grantees must submit a Waiver Request form, which can be accessed 

via the following link: https://webportalapp.com/sp/wdpi_waiver_request.   

2. Second, the grantee must complete a Program Change Request form, which 

can be accessed here: 

https://webportalapp.com/sp/wdpi_program_change_request.  

 

DPI will review the requests as they are submitted and will notify the grantee if,  

and when, they are approved.     

  

https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/clc/current-grantees
https://webportalapp.com/sp/wdpi_waiver_request
https://webportalapp.com/sp/wdpi_program_change_request
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12. What is the deadline for application for this waiver?  

 

There is no fixed application deadline for this waiver. Waiver applications will be 

accepted on a rolling basis throughout the 2020-21 school year. However, we 

encourage grantees to apply for the waiver as soon as possible if they think they 

may need this flexibility at some point during the school year. The flexibility 

offered by this waiver is designed to allow programs to provide consistent support 

to students and families. Having an approved waiver in place will ensure the 21st 

CCLC program is able to continue providing needed services to students and 

families if the day school shifts offer the mode of instruction during the school year. 

Grantees cannot use 21st CCLC funds to support instruction during the school day 

if they do not have an approved waiver.  

 

13. Where can I learn more about the waiver? 

 

Information regarding the United States Department of Education waiver request 

can be found at https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=ED-2020-SCC-0141. 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=ED-2020-SCC-0141

