
Considerations for Field Trips During the H1N1 Influenza Outbreak  
 
With the H1N1 influenza outbreak, many school districts have questions regarding fieldtrips.  A 
school district’s decision to go or cancel a fieldtrip is a local decision.  Questions to consider in 
the decision making include: 

• What is the influenza activity within your school district as indicated by number of 
students absent with respiratory symptoms and suspected cases?  

• What is the influenza activity at the location of the fieldtrip? 
• Is the fieldtrip an outdoor or indoor activity? 
• To what extent does it involve close proximity to or actual contact with other students 

and community members? 
 

School Districts should consult with the local health department regarding disease activity and 
the prudence in continuing the planned fieldtrip.  With the disease activity in the southeastern 
part of Wisconsin, certain areas could be considered to be high prevalence areas for H1N1 
infection. 
 
May 5, 2009 
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