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Wisconsin Content Guidelines for 
Music—Choral (511) 

Music—General (515)

Music—Instrumental (506)

Early Childhood-Adolescence (EC-A) (74) Teaching Categories

EC-A = Birth through Age 21

All teachers of Music will demonstrate knowledge of and skill in:

1. Performing music, including:

· Performing on the keyboard sufficiently well to employ the instrument as a teaching tool.

· Using the singing voice in teaching.

· Performing music from all styles represented in the solo repertory of a major instrument or voice.

2. Conducting, including:

· Reading and interpreting musical scores and using terminology for teaching perception of the aesthetic qualities of music.

· Understanding the relationship between the conductor, composer, performer, and audience.

3. Analyzing music, including:

· Understanding the common elements of music and their relationship.

· Providing aural and visual analyses of musical scores in order to place them in historical and stylistic perspective.

· Understanding compositional devices and their effect in performance.

· Knowing the development and characteristics of specific musical forms, styles, notations, and instruments.

· Being able to relate historical, social, and artistic developments to music of various periods.

· Understanding the relationship of music and its principles of form, design, and style to those entities in the other arts.

· Understanding the relationship between musical perception and aesthetic response.

· Applying criteria to one’s and others’ musical products, evaluating those works on the criteria, and determining measures for improvement.

· Identifying and explaining compositional devices and performance practices in popular music idioms; art and folk music of Western and Non-Western culture; and music of ethnic groups within the United States. 

4. Organizing musical sounds, including:

· Arranging and adapting music from a variety of sources to meet the needs and ability levels of school music ensembles.

· Using the elements of music to compose and improvise in a variety of styles.  

5. Planning and implementing music instruction, including:

· Stating a philosophy of music education and planning instruction consistent with that philosophy.

· Describing basic goals and objectives for instrumental, vocal, and general music in the school program.

· Designing, creating, and teaching a comprehensive, sequential, and balanced program of music instruction that sets high expectations and is based on the Wisconsin Music Education Standards and the Wisconsin Music Curriculum Guide.

· Creating curriculum and planning instruction with other school staff that connects music with other art forms as well as with other core curricular subjects in order to provide students with interdisciplinary learning experiences.

· Understanding the relationship between learning sequence in music and the physical, psychological, and emotional development of pupils from early childhood through adolescence.


· Designing and using learning environments and instructional models that promote student self-assessment, intrinsic motivation, risk-taking, experimentation, and musical decision-making in the various types of teaching/learning situations in school music programs.

· Constructing or selecting and using appropriate adaptive techniques and strategies to help special needs students achieve musical goals as well as non-musical developmental needs.

· Understanding and using the resources available to help in assessing musical aptitude and achievement.

· Understanding the limitations and demonstrating the construction and appropriate use of the various assessment models and strategies, such as selected response and performance assessments; embedded assessment; check lists and rubrics; and the use of portfolios in instruction/learning and assessment.

· Planning music instruction appropriate to the level of pupil interest, aptitude, and achievement at all levels, early childhood through adolescence.

· Knowing a varied repertoire of music for use with pupil ensembles and groups and a framework for selecting literature that is both qualitative and appropriate for the class setting.

· Understanding the proper selection, care, and use of available music materials and equipment, including current electronic devices for sound generation and modification, and computer technology and software.

· Understanding the organizational and administrative aspects of the school music program.

· Relating music education to other aspects of the school program and to pupils’ lives in the community.

· Designing and/or selecting and teaching appropriate music and activities for early childhood students encompassing a balanced program of skills based on singing; beat, rhythm patterns, and meter; listening/ear training; use of simple classroom instruments; improvisation; movement; and singing games.

The Choral Music teacher will demonstrate knowledge of and skill in:

1. Performance, including:

· Knowing and applying the technical skills needed for artistic self-expression in vocal music.

· Performing vocal music at sight.

· Performing vocal music with musical sensitivity and technical proficiency in a solo setting, in small ensembles, and in large ensembles.

2. Conducting, including:

· Using conducting techniques appropriate to the musical forms and styles performed by pupil choral ensembles.

· Analyzing performance and, through rehearsal techniques, assisting performers in achieving an accurate and artistic interpretation of choral music.

3. Teaching choral students, including:

· Understanding the physical growth and educational development of the human voice at all levels, early childhood through adolescence.

· Transposing and improvising accompaniments on an accompaniment instrument.

· Understanding the basic techniques of vocal tone production, describing them, and demonstrating them in singing.

· Using culturally and stylistically appropriate diction in choral performance.

· Knowing organizational models and using appropriate instructional strategies for improvisational performance in a variety of culturally based settings.

The General Music teacher will demonstrate knowledge of and skill in:
1. Performance, including:

· Knowing and applying the technical skills needed for artistic self-expression.

· Performing music at sight.

· Performing with musical sensitivity and technical proficiency in a solo setting, in small ensembles, and in large ensembles.

2. Conducting, including:

· Knowing and using conducting techniques appropriate to the musical forms and styles performed by pupil ensembles.

· Analyzing performance and, through rehearsal techniques, assisting performers in achieving an accurate and artistic interpretation of the music.

3. Teaching general music students, including:

· Knowing how to explain the basic acoustical processes used to produce tones on traditional instruments.

· Transposing and improvising instrumental accompaniments.

· Performing on various fretted instruments, folk instruments, and rhythmic and melodic percussion instruments in order to employ those instruments as teaching tools.

· Understanding the basic techniques of vocal tone production, describing them, and demonstrating them in singing.

· Understanding the physical growth and educational development of the human voice at all levels, early childhood through adolescence.
The Instrumental Music teacher will demonstrate knowledge of and skill in:

1. Performance skills, including:

· Knowing and applying the technical skills needed for artistic self-expression in instrumental music.

· Performing instrumental music at sight.

· Performing instrumental music with musical sensitivity and technical proficiency in a solo setting, in small ensembles, and in large ensembles.

2. Conducting, including:

· Using conducting techniques appropriate to the musical forms and styles performed by pupil instrumental ensembles.

· Analyzing performance and, through rehearsal techniques, assisting performers in achieving an accurate and artistic interpretation of instrumental music.

3. Teaching instrumental music students, including:

· Having a technical knowledge and ability to perform on a variety of woodwind, brass, string, and percussion instruments sufficiently well to teach elementary, middle, and secondary level pupils effectively.

· Understanding the care and maintenance of band and orchestral instruments.

· Knowing how to explain the basic acoustical processes of tone production in traditional instruments.

· Knowing the organization of and instructional techniques for marching bands.

· Knowing organizational models and using appropriate instructional strategies for improvisational performance in a variety of instrumental settings.

PI 34.30 Teaching categories at the early childhood through adolescence level. 

(1) GENERAL. 

(a) The state superintendent shall issue based on pupil development levels upon successful completion of an approved program at that developmental level.

(b) In this section “early childhood adolescence level” means a wide range of all ages in public schools.

(c) Licenses may be issued under this section to individuals who complete an approved initial educator program including evidence of meeting the standards in s. PI 34.02, the requirements under s. Pi 34.15(4), and the content knowledge test described under s. PI 34.15 (2)(a) 3.a. for the teaching category.

(2) TEACHING CATEGORIES EARLY CHILDHOOD THROUGH ADOLESCENCE—REGULAR AND SPECIAL EDUCATION LICENSES. A license may be issued under this subsection to an individual who has completed an approved program in a license category with at least a major and has the institutional endorsement that an approved program in professional education has been successfully completed. An applicant who has completed an approved program and is issued a license under par. (a) to (d), (f) to (k), or (m) to (n) may be issued an additional license at the early adolescence through adolescence level under s. PI 34.29 (2) (a) 1.a. to c., (b) 1.a. and b., (c) 1.a. to c., or (d) 1.a. to f., if the applicant completes coursework in the additional disciplines that equates to a college minor. An applicant who has completed an approved program and is issued a license under par. (a) to (d), (f) to (k), or (m) to (n) may be issued an additional license at the early childhood through adolescence level under par. (d), (g) 2.a. to g., (h), or (n) if the applicant completes an approved program that equates to a college minor in the additional discipline. Licenses are available in the following:
(j) Music—choral, general, or instrumental music. In order to qualify for a license to teach choral, general, or instrumental music, an applicant shall complete a program that incorporates the model academic standards in music.
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