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MAJOR EQUIVALENCE WORKSHEET – GEOGRAPHY	

 (
Wisconsin Teaching Standard 4
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content.
)






Applicants who do not have a major in the subject area of the license they are seeking must demonstrate the equivalent of a major through any combination of courses, training, teaching experience, or other professional experience. 

For each item listed in the chart below, indicate in the right-hand column how you have achieved competence in that area. Draw upon professional experiences, coursework, training, and other experiences. Provide specific details. For instance, if the knowledge or skills was covered in a course, explain what you learned and how you demonstrated proficiency via course assessments; avoid merely listing a course number and name. Or, if you have developed a skill in your current teaching assignment, explain how you demonstrate that proficiency in your work; you might consider how a visitor to your classroom would see or hear that skill on display and describe what would be perceived. 

It is likely that you will write 1-3 paragraphs for each item.

Please be specific. Reviewers will use this information in determining whether you have the equivalent of a content major. Incomplete or unclear information could impede approval of your Part 1 eligibility review.


	
Wisconsin Licensure Program Guidelines for Teachers of Geography

	
Evidence of Competence in this Content

	1. A social studies teacher has a deep knowledge of Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Social Studies and learning progressions in this discipline.
	

	2. The major themes, basic principles, philosophic bases, ethics, assumptions, perspectives and schools of thought of the discipline.
	

	3. The practical applications of the methodology appropriate to the discipline.
	

	4. The application of knowledge of each discipline to past and present economic, social, cultural, and political events and situations.
	

	5. The interdisciplinary nature and integrative aspects of the discipline in social studies and their connections with disciplines other than social studies.
	

	6. The strategies for conducting investigations and research using multiple primary and secondary sources.
	

	7. State and national laws and current national leadership initiatives in the discipline.
	

	8. Constructing, using and refining mental maps of locales, regions, and the world that demonstrate their understanding of relative location, direction, size and shape.
	

	9. Creating, interpreting, using and distinguishing various representation of Earth such as maps, globes and photographs, and use appropriate geographic tools such as atlases, data bases, systems, charts, graphs, and maps to generate, manipulate, and interpret information, computer generated information aerial and satellite images and three dimensional models.
	

	10. Estimating and calculating distance, scale, area and density to distinguish spatial distribution patterns.
	

	11. Locating, distinguishing, describing the relationships among varying regional and global patterns of geographic phenomena such as landforms, climate and natural resources.
	

	12. Physical system changes and their impacts on humans both locally and globally.
	

	13. How people create places from the interplay of culture, human needs, systems of values and ideals, and government policies.
	

	14. Examining, interpreting and analyzing the interactions of human beings and their physical environments.
	

	15. The ways Earth’s physical features have changed over time; and describe and assess the ways historical events have influenced and have been influenced by physical and human geographic features.
	

	16. Analyzing social and economic effects of environmental changes and crises.
	

	17. Comparing, and evaluating existing alternative uses of resources and land use in communities, regions, nations, and the world.
	

	18. Comparing, and evaluating existing alternative uses of resources and land use in communities, regions, nations, and the world.
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