Major Equivalency Worksheet - GEOGRAPHY

	InTASC - Content 		                                                                      Standard 4: Content Knowledge
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experience that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content.

Wisconsin Teacher Standard 1	 					
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the discipline he or she teaches and can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for pupils.



Applicants who do not have a major in the subject area of the license they are seeking must demonstrate that the combination of courses and training(s) completed, teaching experience, and/or certifications earned are the equivalent of a major.


STEP 1: List the courses and trainings completed, teaching experience or certifications earned specifically related to the academic specialization.

	Course # 
	Course Name
	Institution and # of credits earned

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Name School where subject was taught
	List course(s) taught
	Years of experience teaching these courses.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Name of relevant certification
	Entity who granted and date

		
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





STEP 2:  A teacher of geography must demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the competencies listed below in order to teach geography to students (ages 10-21). Identify how the courses and trainings, teaching experience or certifications listed above substantiate these competencies. 


	WI Program Guidelines for teachers of geography
	Identify for each of these competencies the *relevant coursework or training completed; *experience teaching this subject;
* certificate programs completed

	1. A social studies teacher has a deep knowledge of Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Social Studies and learning progressions in this discipline.
	

	2. The major themes, basic principles, philosophic bases, ethics, assumptions, perspectives and schools of thought of the discipline.
	

	3. The practical applications of the methodology appropriate to the discipline.
	

	4. The application of knowledge of each discipline to past and present economic, social, cultural, and political events and situations.
	

	5. The interdisciplinary nature and integrative aspects of the discipline in social studies and their connections with disciplines other than social studies.
	

	6. The strategies for conducting investigations and research using multiple primary and secondary sources.
	

	7. State and national laws and current national leadership initiatives in the discipline.
	

	8. Constructing, using and refining mental maps of locales, regions, and the world that demonstrate their understanding of relative location, direction, size and shape.
	

	9. Creating, interpreting, using and distinguishing various representation of Earth such as maps, globes and photographs, and use appropriate geographic tools such as atlases, data bases, systems, charts, graphs, and maps to generate, manipulate, and interpret information, computer generated information aerial and satellite images and three dimensional models.
	

	10. Estimating and calculating distance, scale, area and density to distinguish spatial distribution patterns.
	

	11. Locating, distinguishing, describing the relationships among varying regional and global patterns of geographic phenomena such as landforms, climate and natural resources.

	

	12. Physical system changes and their impacts on humans both locally and globally.
	

	13. How people create places from the interplay of culture, human needs, systems of values and ideals, and government policies.
	

	14. Examining, interpreting and analyzing the interactions of human beings and their physical environments.
	

	15. The ways Earth’ physical features have changed over time; and describe and assess the ways historical events have influenced and have been influenced by physical and human geographic features.
	

	16. Analyzing social and economic effects of environmental changes and crises.
	

	17. Comparing, and evaluating existing alternative uses of resources and land use in communities, regions, nations, and the world.
	

	18. Comparing, and evaluating existing alternative uses of resources and land use in communities, regions, nations, and the world.
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