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MAJOR EQUIVALENCE WORKSHEET – POLITICAL SCIENCE

 (
Wisconsin Teaching Standard 4
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content.
)






Applicants who do not have a major in the subject area of the license they are seeking must demonstrate the equivalent of a major through any combination of courses, training, teaching experience, or other professional experience. 

For each item listed in the chart below, indicate in the right-hand column how you have achieved competence in that area. Draw upon professional experiences, coursework, training, and other experiences. Provide specific details. For instance, if the knowledge or skills was covered in a course, explain what you learned and how you demonstrated proficiency via course assessments; avoid merely listing a course number and name. Or, if you have developed a skill in your current teaching assignment, explain how you demonstrate that proficiency in your work; you might consider how a visitor to your classroom would see or hear that skill on display and describe what would be perceived. 

It is likely that you will write 1-3 paragraphs for each item.

Please be specific. Reviewers will use this information in determining whether you have the equivalent of a content major. Incomplete or unclear information could impede approval of your Part 1 eligibility review.


	
Wisconsin Licensure Program Guidelines for Teachers of Political Science

	
Evidence of Competence in this Content

	1. A social studies teacher has a deep knowledge of Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Social Studies and learning progressions in this discipline.
	

	2. The major themes, basic principles, philosophic bases, ethics, assumptions, perspectives and schools of thought of the discipline.
	

	3. The practical applications of the methodology appropriate to the discipline.
	

	4. The application of knowledge of each discipline to past and present economic, social, cultural, and political events and situations.
	

	5. The interdisciplinary nature and integrative aspects of the discipline in social studies and their connections with disciplines other than social studies.
	

	6. State and national laws and current national leadership initiatives in the discipline.
	

	7. Explaining and analyzing:
•	Historical perspectives.
•	The nature of different political systems.
•	The nature of law.
•	Local, state, national tribal, and global    political systems.
•	Political thought.
•	The nature of democratic citizenship.
•	Political legitimacy.
•	Political parties and political interest groups.
•	The nature of political decision-making.
•	Political power and authority.
•	Ethics.
•	International politics.
	

	8. The historical development and interpretation of United States principles, documents, Supreme Court decisions and ideals across time.
	

	9. The federal system and separation of powers at the local, state, national and tribal levels in the United States and compare to ideologies and structures of different political systems.
	

	10. The rights and responsibilities and duties of citizens in communities, nation, and world and their role in defining the common good and influencing public policy.
	

	11. Evaluating the relationships among countries of the world including the role of international organizations.
	

	12. Recognizing the purpose of government and the evolving nature of governments and non-governmental organizations
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