Major Equivalency Worksheet – COGNITIVE DISABILITIES

	InTASC - Content 		                                                                      Standard 4: Content Knowledge
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experience that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content.

Wisconsin Teacher Standard 1	 					
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the discipline he or she teaches and can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for pupils.



Applicants who do not have a major in the subject area of the license they are seeking must demonstrate that the combination of courses and training(s) completed, teaching experience, and/or certifications earned are the equivalent of a major.


STEP 1: List the courses and trainings completed, teaching experience or certifications earned specifically related to the academic specialization.

	Course # 
	Course Name
	Institution and # of credits earned

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Name School where subject was taught
	List course(s) taught
	Years of experience teaching these courses.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Name of relevant certification
	Entity who granted and date

		
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




STEP 2:  A cognitive disabilities teacher must demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the competencies listed below in order to teach students in a cognitive disabilities program. Identify how the courses and trainings, teaching experience or certifications listed above substantiate these competencies. 

	WI Program Guidelines for cognitive disabilities teachers
	Identify for each of these competencies the *relevant coursework or training completed; *experience teaching this subject;
* certificate programs completed

	1.	Philosophical, historical and legal foundations of special education including:
· The definition, classification, etiology, prevalence, characteristics, culture and social factors, and medical implications of students with CD who may or may not have concomitant physical, behavioral, or sensory disabilities.
· Significant historical trends, current issues, and the effect of state and federal laws, regulations and litigation on students with CD.
· Factors that influence overrepresentation of culturally/linguistically diverse individuals.
· Continuum of placement and services available for students with CD.
· Trends and practices in the field of cognitive disabilities/developmental disabilities.
	

	2. The characteristics of students with CD including:
· The impact of CD on families and how to assist families in accessing sources of unique services, networks, and organizations for individuals with CD.
· Characteristics and effects of the cultural and environmental milieu of the student with CD and the family.
· Effects of various medications/side effects and their implications for learning.
· Causes and theories of CD and implications for prevention.
· Psychological, medical, social/emotional and motor characteristics of students with CD.
· The methods to determine instructional priorities and assist students with CD to develop and attain life goals utilizing the school and community resources.
	

	3. Assessment, diagnosis and evaluation of students with CD including:
· Student evaluation that includes observations, background information, learning styles, interviews, case studies and anecdotal records.
· Specialized terminology used in the assessment of students with CD.
· Informal and formal measurements of adaptive skills including: selection, administration, interpretation, reporting, and application of assessment data.
· Legal provisions, regulations, and guidelines regarding unbiased assessment and use of instructional assessment measures with students with CD.
· Selecting, adapting and using assessment tools/methods to accommodate the unique abilities and needs of students including ecological inventories, portfolio assessments, functional assessments and future-based assessments.
· Decisions about the participation of students with CD in state, district, and other general education assessments.  Decisions include whether the students can participate in the assessment with no accommodations, will receive accommodations or will need to participate in the Wisconsin Alternate Assessment process.
	

	4. Instructional content and practice for students with CD including:
· Theories and research that form the basis of curriculum development and instructional practice.
· Scope and sequence of general education curriculum.
· The methods and models for adapting the regular curriculum, grading, and classroom climate to facilitate the participation of students with CD in the general education.
· Practices in developing, monitoring, and revising appropriate individualized educational programs for students with CD.
· The principles of learning and effective instructional strategies to meet the needs of students with CD.
· A variety of curriculum models used in multiple settings with students with CD.
· Design and implement sensory stimulation programs for students with CD.
· Use of appropriate physical management techniques and equipment for positioning, handling, lifting, relaxation, and range of motion.
· Communication including alternative and augmentative methods of communication and assistive technology.
· Plan instruction for independent functional life skills relevant to community, personal living, self-determination, person-centered planning, sexuality and employment.
· Plan and implement age and ability appropriate instruction for students with CD.
· Academic development including functional skills.
· Daily living skills including self-care, health, safety, home maintenance, transportation, recreation and leisure activities.
· Transition planning and skills including career awareness, work-related skills and attitudes, job exploration, job-training skills, work experience and community based instruction.
· Design, implement and evaluate instructional programs that enhance social participation across environments.
· Strategies for facilitating the application and generalization of skills.
	

	5. Planning and managing the teacher and learning environment for students with CD including:
· Research-based information on basic classroom management theories, methods and strategies. 
· The methods for arranging learning environments to maximize the acquisition of objectives, use of materials, universal design and specially designed and adapted equipment.
· Structure, direct and support the activities of paraeducators, volunteers and tutors.
· Approaches to create positive learning environments for students with CD.
· Provide instruction in community-based settings.
· Use and maintain assistive technologies.
· Structure the physical environment to provide optimal learning for students with CD.
· Strategies for monitoring instructional effectiveness.
	

	6. Managing student behavior including:
· Various classroom management techniques and effective teaching practices that assist students with CD to develop and maintain appropriate social behavior, social interaction and conflict resolution skills.
· Strategies for crisis prevention and intervention that use the least intensive intervention consistent with the needs of the student.
· Functional behavioral assessment and intervention planning using behavior analysis principles.
· Behavioral principles including positive reinforcement, negative reinforcement, and ignoring, and how the application of these principles affects student behavior and motivation. 
· Applicable laws, rules, regulations, and procedural safeguards regarding the planning and implementation of behavior management strategies with students with disabilities, including restraint and seclusion.
· Use the least intensive behavior management strategy consistent with the needs of the student with CD.
· Modify the learning environment to manage behaviors.
	

	7. Communication and collaborative partnerships including:
· The use of strategies which facilitate communication and collaborative relationships among general and special education teachers, paraprofessionals, related services staff, support staff, administrators, parents, and others to jointly plan, implement, and evaluate educational services for students with CD.
· Effective training and appropriate utilization of special education paraeducators who assist students with CD.
· Working with health care professionals and other support staff to plan, develop, implement, and evaluate a health care plan that may include seizure management, feeding including tube feeding, catheterization, use of oxygen, CPR and other health needs.
· Effective communication and collaborative relationships with parents, students and school and community personnel.
· Collaborate with team members including school, adult service organizations and community businesses to plan transition to adulthood that encourages full community participation.
· Knowledge of services, networks and organizations for individuals with cognitive disabilities/developmental disabilities.
	

	8. A commitment to professionalism and ethical practices including:
· Awareness and sensitivity to culture, religion, gender, and sexual orientation among students, family and colleagues.
· Maintenance of a sense of professional efficacy by developing high expectations for the quality of life span potential of individuals with disabilities.
· Accountability for meeting student’s unique needs and maintaining a high level of competence and integrity in the practice of their profession.
· Professional conduct that protects the confidentiality of students and their families.
· Participate in the activities of professional organizations in the field of cognitive disabilities/developmental disabilities. 
	

	9. A teacher of students with cognitive disabilities has a deep knowledge of the Common Core Standards in math and English language arts and the Wisconsin’s Model Academic Standards for science, social studies and health and learning progression in the disciplines he/she teaches.
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