PSCT Minutes


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COUNCIL (PSC)

Crowne Plaza
4402 East Washington Avenue

Madison, Wisconsin

April 12, 2010
The Professional Standards Council (PSC) convened Monday, April 12, 2010, at the Crowne Plaza, 4402 East Washington Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin. The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

Members Present:



Stephanie Armstrong, Lisa Benz, Alan Bitter, Michael Castaneda; Ann Cattau, William Dallas, Karin Exo, John Gaier, Paula Hase, Katy Heyning, James Juergensen, Jeff McCabe, Thomas Mulligan; Terry Schoessow, Katherine Swain; Dwight Watson
Members Absent:


Frances Bohon, Stephanie Hanson, Katherine Staff
Others Present:




Tony Evers, State Superintendent; Cathy Cullen, DPI; Tammy Huth, DPI; Ron Jetty, WEAC; Paul Nelson, WAICU; Peggy Solberg, DPI; Sue Stoddart, Marian University; Sharon Suchla, DPI

It was noted that the public meeting notice had been published in the Wisconsin State Journal.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The discussion on the Title II Audit was moved to the end of the day.
M/S/C. 
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2010 MINUTES
M/S/C. 
REMARKS BY STATE SUPERINTENDENT TONY EVERS
Tony greeted members of the Professional Standards Council (PSC) and provided an overview of the department’s many initiatives. 

According to Dr. Evers, the national education landscape is moving at a swift pace right now with the Race-to-the-Top application process, the recent release of the proposed federal 2011 U. S. Department of Education budget, and the release of the ESEA reauthorization blueprint. Wisconsin will be submitting an application for the second round of Race to the Top funding in early June.
In addition, the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors Association are leading an initiative to develop Common Core State Standards. Wisconsin is one of 48 states committed to this project. 

Dr. Evers announced the first public draft of the Common Core State Standards for English language arts and mathematics was released March 10, 2010, and the project developers are seeking feedback on these draft documents through an online survey. Once the Common Core Standards are finalized, Wisconsin will review the standards with an eye to adoption and implementation. These standards would also be used in the development of an assessment system to replace the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE).
Dr. Evers highlighted the need to keep up with new instructional processes in local school districts and the efforts to explore licensing flexibility.
2008-2009 ANNUAL REPORT

Paula Hase, PSC Chair, shared the final 2008-2009 Annual Report.  The document will also be posted to the DPI PSC web site.
DISCUSSION OF LICENSING FLEXIBILITY INITIATIVE

Sharon Suchla, Assistant Director, Teacher Education, Professional Development and Licensing (TEPDL) led a PowerPoint presentation and discussion of licensing flexibility initiatives currently under review at the department.  Examples range from adding a license in a related area to an existing license based on passing a content specific examination to creating a supplemental license for science, math and technology (STEM) and allowing a teacher to teach project-based integrated courses provided there is a 50% or greater match the their license and course content. 
PDP UPDATE
Cathy Cullen, Education Consultant, TEPDL, shared the document, “Professional Development Plan (PDP) Team Member Survey Preliminary Findings,” based on data collected from surveying PDP team members in August 2009. PSC members felt it imperative that professional development and support be provided to initial educators as they complete their first PDP, either through the district, CESA, professional organization(s) or UniServs. A discussion followed.
Highlights below:

· The department wanted to understand the processes PDP reviewers were using to approve goals and verify plans as well as suggestions on how to improve implementation.

· The largest number of trained team members participated in training in 2005.

· 83.5% of respondents reviewed between 1 and 10 plans for goal approval.

· 41.1% of respondents have reviewed a plan for verification. The most common reason for which an initial educator plan was not verified was evidence missing from the plan.
· 73.4% of respondents indicated that they were prepared for their roles as PDP team members while 32.7% indicated that they felt they needed to update their knowledge with regard to the process.

DISCUSSION: QUALITY, CONSISTENCY AND RIGOR OF THE PDP PROCESS

Sharon Suchla led a brainstorming session around the issues related to the quality, consistency and rigor of the PDP process and possible solutions. Results of the brainstorming session are presented in Attachment A.

TITLE II AUDIT, APRIL 20-21, 2010
Tammy Huth, Assistant Director, TEPDL, provided an overview of the upcoming U.S. Department of Education ESEA Title II audit to be conducted at the department on April 20-21, 2010. ESEA provides funding to each of the states; one section of this grant is Title II, which provides funding used to prepare highly qualified educators. They will be looking at all technical assistance the department provides to LEAS; how the money is spent in the state; and all provisions related to highly qualified educators.

OTHER:
Judy Peppard, former TEPDL director, retired December 31, 2009. Julie Brilli will be joining the Department of Public Instruction as Director, Teacher Education, Professional Development, and Licensing on May 3, 2010. Julie has served as an elementary principal in the Oshkosh School District for the past five years; and prior to that served as assistant superintendent, principal and teacher in Wisconsin public schools.  

ADJOURNMENT
M/S/C.
ps 
Upcoming 2010-11 Professional Standards Council Meeting:  Crowne Plaza, Madison

· October 25, 2010

· January 10, 2011

· April 4, 2011

All meetings begin at 9:00 a.m. and conclude by 2:00 p.m.
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