

Excerpts from Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act
as amended, Pub. L. No. 93-415 (1974)

42 U.S.C. 5601 Sec. 101. Findings 

(a) The Congress finds the following: 
1. Although the juvenile violent crime arrest rate in 1999 was the lowest in the decade, there remains a consensus that the number of crimes and the rate of offending by juveniles nationwide is still too high. 
2. According to the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, allowing 1 youth to leave school for a life of crime and of drug abuse costs society $1,700,000 to $2,300,000 annually. 
3. One in every 6 individuals (16.2 percent) arrested for committing violent crime in 1999 was less than 18 years of age. In 1999, juveniles accounted for 9 percent of murder arrests, 17 percent of forcible rape arrests, 25 percent of robbery arrest, 14 percent of aggravated assault arrests, and 24 percent of weapons arrests. 
4. More than 1/2 of juvenile murder victims are killed with firearms. Of the nearly 1,800 murder victims less than 18 years of age, 17 percent of the victims less than 13 years of age were murdered with a firearm, and 81 percent of the victims 13 years of age or older were killed with a firearm. 
5. Juveniles accounted for 13 percent of all drug abuse violation arrests in 1999. Between 1990 and 1999, juvenile arrests for drug abuse violations rose 132 percent. 
6. Over the last 3 decades, youth gang problems have increased nationwide. In the 1970's, 19 States reported youth gang problems. By the late 1990's, all 50 States and the District of Columbia reported gang problems. For the same period, the number of cities reporting youth gang problems grew 843 percent, and the number of counties reporting gang problems increased more than 1,000 percent. 
7. According to a national crime survey of individuals 12 years of age or older during 1999, those 12 to 19 years old are victims of violent crime at higher rates than individuals in all other age groups. Only 30.8 percent of these violent victimizations were reported by youth to police in 1999. 
8. One-fifth of juveniles 16 years of age who had been arrested were first arrested before attaining 12 years of age. Juveniles who are known to the juvenile justice system before attaining 13 years of age are responsible for a disproportionate share of serious crimes and violence. 
9. The increase in the arrest rates for girls and young juvenile offenders has changed the composition of violent offenders entering the juvenile justice system. 
10. These problems should be addressed through a 2-track common sense approach that addresses the needs of individual juveniles and society at large by promoting-- 
A. quality prevention programs that-- 
i. work with juveniles, their families, local public agencies, and community-based organizations, and take into consideration such factors as whether or not juveniles have been the victims of family violence (including child abuse and neglect);and 
ii. are designed to reduce risks and develop competencies in at-risk juveniles that will prevent, and reduce the rate of, violent delinquent behavior; and
B. programs that assist in holding juveniles accountable for their actions and in developing the competencies necessary to become responsible and productive members of their communities, including a system of graduated sanctions to respond to each delinquent act, requiring juveniles to make restitution, or perform community service, for the damage caused by their delinquent acts, and methods for increasing victim satisfaction with respect to the penalties imposed on juveniles for their acts. 
11. Coordinated juvenile justice and delinquency prevention projects that meet the needs of juveniles through the collaboration of the many local service systems juveniles encounter can help prevent juveniles from becoming delinquent and help delinquent youth return to a productive life. 
b.    Congress must act now to reform this program by focusing on juvenile delinquency prevention programs, as well as programs that hold juveniles accountable for their acts and which provide opportunities for competency development. Without true reform, the juvenile justice system will not be able to overcome the challenges it will face in the coming years when the number of juveniles is expected to increase by 18 percent between 2000 and 2030.






42 U.S.C. 5603 Sec. 103 Definitions 

(1) the term "community based" facility, program, or service means a small, open group home or other suitable place located near the juvenile's home or family and programs of community supervision and service which maintain community and consumer participation in the planning operation, and evaluation of their programs which may include, but are not limited to, medical, educational, vocational, social, and psychological guidance, training, special education, counseling, alcoholism treatment, drug treatment, and other rehabilitative services; 

(2) the term "Federal juvenile delinquency program" means any juvenile delinquency program which is conducted, directly, or indirectly, or is assisted by any Federal department or agency, including any program funded under this chapter; 

(3) the term "juvenile delinquency program" means any program or activity related to juvenile delinquency prevention, control, diversion, treatment, rehabilitation, planning, education, training, and research, including drug and alcohol abuse programs; the improvement of the juvenile justice system; and any program or activity designed to reduce known risk factors for juvenile delinquent behavior, provides activities that build on protective factors for, and develop competencies in, juveniles to prevent, and reduce the rate of, delinquent juvenile behavior;

(11) the term “public agency” means any State, unit of local government, combination of such States or units, or any department, agency, or instrumentality of any of the foregoing; 

(12) the term “secure detention facility” means any public or private residential facility which—
(A) includes construction fixtures designed to physically restrict the movements and activities of juveniles or other individuals held in lawful custody in such facility; and 
(B) is used for the temporary placement of any juvenile who is accused of having committed an offense or of any other individual accused of having committed a criminal offense; 
(13) the term “secure correctional facility” means any public or private residential facility which– 
(A) includes construction fixtures designed to physically restrict the movements and activities of juveniles or other individuals held in lawful custody in such facility; and 
(B) is used for the placement, after adjudication and disposition, of any juvenile who has been adjudicated as having committed an offense or any other individual convicted of a criminal offense; 
(14) the term “serious crime” means criminal homicide, forcible rape or other sex offenses punishable as a felony, mayhem, kidnapping, aggravated assault, drug trafficking, robbery, larceny or theft punishable as a felony, motor vehicle theft, burglary or breaking and entering, extortion accompanied by threats of violence, and arson punishable as a felony; 
(15) the term “treatment” includes but is not limited to medical, educational, special education, social, psychological, and vocational services, corrective and preventive guidance and training, and other rehabilitative services designed to protect the public, including services designed to benefit addicts and other users by eliminating their dependence on alcohol or other addictive or nonaddictive drugs or by controlling their dependence and susceptibility to addiction or use;
(17) the term “Council” means the Coordinating Council on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention established in section 5616(a)(1) of this title;
(18)  (A) a federally recognized Indian tribe;
(19)  the term “comprehensive and coordinated system of services” means a system that– 
(A) ensures that services and funding for the prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency are consistent with policy goals of preserving families and providing appropriate services in the least restrictive environment so as to simultaneously protect juveniles and maintain public safety; 
(B) identifies, and intervenes early for the benefit of, young children who are at risk of developing emotional or behavioral problems because of physical or mental stress or abuse, and for the benefit of their families; 
(C) increases interagency collaboration and family involvement in the prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency; and 
(D) encourages private and public partnerships in the delivery of services for the prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency; 
(20) the term “gender-specific services” means services designed to address needs unique to the gender of the individual to whom such services are provided; 
(21) the term “home-based alternative services” means services provided to a juvenile in the home of the juvenile as an alternative to incarcerating the juvenile, and includes home detention;
(23) the term “nonprofit organization” means an organization described in section 501(c)(3) of Title 26 that is exempt from taxation under section 501(a) of Title 26; 
(24) the term “graduated sanctions” means an accountability-based, graduated series of sanctions (including incentives, treatment, and services) applicable to juveniles within the juvenile justice system to hold such juveniles accountable for their actions and to protect communities from the effects of juvenile delinquency by providing appropriate sanctions for every act for which a juvenile is adjudicated delinquent, by inducing their law-abiding behavior, and by preventing their subsequent involvement with the juvenile justice system;
42 U.S.C. 5633 Sec. 223 State Plans 
(7) (A) provide for an analysis of juvenile delinquency problems in, and the juvenile delinquency control and delinquency prevention needs (including educational needs) of, the State, (including any geographical area in which an Indian tribe performs law enforcement functions), a description of the services to be provided, and a description of performance goals and priorities, including a specific statement of the manner in which programs are expected to meet the identified juvenile crime problems (including the joining of gangs that commit crimes) and juvenile justice and delinquency prevention needs (including educational needs) of the State; 
(B) contain—
(i) a plan for providing needed gender-specific services for the prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency; 
(ii) a plan for providing needed services for the prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency in rural areas; and 
(iii) a plan for providing needed mental health services to juveniles in the juvenile justice system, including information on how such plan is being implemented and how such services will be targeted to those juveniles in such system who are in greatest need of such services;
(8) provide for coordination and maximum utilization of existing juvenile delinquency programs, programs operated by public and private agencies and organizations, and other related programs (such as education, special education, recreation, health, and welfare programs) in the State; 
(9) provide that not less than 75 percent of the funds available to the State under section 5632 of this title, other than funds made available to the State advisory group under section 5632(d) of this title, whether expended directly by the State, by the unit of local government, or by a combination thereof, or through grants and contracts with public or private nonprofit agencies, shall be used for—
(A) community-based alternatives (including home-based alternatives) to incarceration and institutionalization including– 
(i) for youth who need temporary placement: crisis intervention, shelter, and after-care; and 
(ii) for youth who need residential placement: a continuum of foster care or group home alternatives that provide access to a comprehensive array of services; 
(B) community-based programs and services to work with—
(i) parents and other family members to strengthen families, including parent self-help groups, so that juveniles may be retained in their homes; 
(ii) juveniles during their incarceration, and with their families, to ensure the safe return of such juveniles to their homes and to strengthen the families; and 
(iii) parents with limited English-speaking ability, particularly in areas where there is a large population of families with limited-English speaking ability; 
(C) comprehensive juvenile justice and delinquency prevention programs that meet the needs of youth through the collaboration of the many local systems before which a youth may appear, including schools, courts, law enforcement agencies, child protection agencies, mental health agencies, welfare services, health care agencies, and private nonprofit agencies offering youth services; 
(D) programs that provide treatment to juvenile offenders who are the victims of child abuse or neglect, and to their families, in order to reduce the likelihood that such juvenile offenders will commit subsequent violations of law; 
(E) educational programs or supportive services for delinquent or other juveniles – 
(i) to encourage juveniles to remain in elementary or secondary schools or in alternative learning situations; 
(ii) to provide services to assist juveniles in making the transition to the world of work and self-sufficiency; and 
(iii) enhance coordination with the local schools that such juveniles would otherwise attend, to ensure that– 
(I)  the instruction that juveniles receive outside school is closely aligned with the instruction provided in school; and 
(II) information regarding any learning problems identified in such alternative learning situations are communicated to the schools; 
(F) to expand the use of probation officers – 
(i) particularly for the purpose of permitting nonviolent juvenile offenders (including status offenders) to remain at home with their families as an alternative to incarceration or institutionalization; and 
(ii) to ensure that juveniles follow the terms of their probation. 
(G) counseling, training, and mentoring programs, which may be in support of academic tutoring, vocational and technical training, and drug and violence prevention counseling, that are designed to link at-risk juveniles, juvenile offenders, or juveniles who have a parent of legal guardian who is or was incarcerated in a Federal, State, or local correctional facility or who is otherwise under the jurisdiction of a Federal, State, or local criminal justice system, particularly juveniles residing in low-income and high-crime areas and juveniles experiencing educational failure, with responsible individuals (such as law enforcement officials, Department of Defense personnel, individuals working with local businesses, and individuals working with community-based and faith-based organizations or agencies) who are properly screened and trained. 
(H) programs designed to develop and implement projects relating to juvenile delinquency and learning disabilities, including on-the-job training programs to assist community services, law enforcement, and juvenile justice personnel to more effectively recognize and provide for learning disabled and other juveniles with disabilities; 
(I) projects designed both to deter involvement in illegal activities and to promote involvement in lawful activities on the part of gangs whose membership is substantially composed of youth; (J) programs and projects designed to provide for the treatment of youths' dependence on or abuse of alcohol or other addictive or non-addictive drugs; 
(K) programs for positive youth development that assist delinquent and other at-risk youth in obtaining– 
(i) a sense of safety and structure; 
(ii) a sense of belonging and membership; 
(iii) a sense of self-worth and social contribution; 
(iv) a sense of independence and control over one's life; and 
(v) a sense of closeness in interpersonal relationships; 
(L) programs that, in recognition of varying degrees of the seriousness of delinquent behavior and the corresponding gradations in the responses of the juvenile justice system in response to that behavior, are designed to—
(i) encourage courts to develop and implement a continuum of postadjudication restraints that bridge the gap between traditional probation and confinement in a correctional setting (including expanded use of probation, mediation, restitution, community service, treatment, home detention, intensive supervision, electronic monitoring, and similar programs, and secure community-based treatment facilities linked to other support services such as health, mental health, education (remedial and special), job training, and recreation); and 
(ii) assist in the provision by the provision4 by the Administrator of information and technical assistance, including technology transfer, to States in the design and utilization of risk assessment mechanisms to aid juvenile justice personnel in determining appropriate sanctions for delinquent behavior; 
(M) community-based programs and services to work with juveniles, their parents, and other family members during and after incarceration in order to strengthen families so that juveniles may be retained in their homes; 
(N)  programs (including referral to literacy programs and social service programs) to assist families with limited English-speaking ability that include delinquent juveniles to overcome language and other barriers that may prevent the complete treatment of such juveniles and the preservation of their families; 
(O) programs designed to prevent and to reduce hate crimes committed by juveniles; 
(P)  after-school programs that provide at-risk juveniles and juveniles in the juvenile justice system with a range of age-appropriate activities, including tutoring, mentoring, and other educational and enrichment activities; 
(Q)  community-based programs that provide follow-up post-placement services to adjudicated juveniles, to promote successful reintegration into the community; 
(R)  projects designed to develop and implement programs to protect the rights of juveniles affected by the juvenile justice system; and 
(S)   programs designed to provide mental health services for incarcerated juveniles suspected to be in need of such services, including assessment, development of individualized treatment plans, and discharge plans.
(12)   there is in effect in the State a policy that requires individuals who work with both such juveniles and such  adult inmates, including in collocated facilities, have been trained and certified to work with juveniles;
(15)  provide assurance that youth in the juvenile justice system are treated equitably on the basis of gender, race, family income, and disability
(16)  provide assurance that consideration will be given to and that assistance will be available for approaches designed to strengthen the families of delinquent and other youth to prevent juvenile delinquency (which approaches should include the involvement of grandparents or other extended family members when possible and appropriate and the provision of family counseling during the incarceration of juvenile family members and coordination of family services when appropriate and feasible);
(22)  address juvenile delinquency prevention efforts and system improvement efforts designed to reduce, without establishing or requiring numerical standards or quotas, the disproportionate number of juvenile members of minority groups, who come into contact with the juvenile justice system; 
(23) provide that if a juvenile is taken into custody for violating a valid court order issued for committing a status offense –
(A) an appropriate public agency shall be promptly notified that such juvenile is held in custody for violating such order; 
(B) not later than 24 hours during which such juvenile is so held, an authorized representative of such agency shall interview, in person, such juvenile; and 
(C) not later than 48 hours during which such juveniles is so held – 
(i) such representative shall submit an assessment to the court that issued such order, regarding the    immediate needs of such juvenile; and 
(ii) such court shall conduct a hearing to determine – 
(I) whether there is reasonable cause to believe that such juvenile violated such order; and 
(II) the appropriate placement of such juvenile pending disposition of the violation alleged;


42 U.S.C. 5651 Sec. 241 Authority to Make Grants 
(1) projects that provide treatment (including treatment for mental health problems) to juvenile offenders, and juveniles who are at risk of becoming juvenile offenders, who are victims of child abuse or neglect or who have experienced violence in their homes, at school, or in the community, and to their families, in order to reduce the likelihood that such juveniles will commit violations of law; 
(2) educational projects or supportive services for delinquent or other juveniles—
(A) to encourage juveniles to remain in elementary and secondary schools or in alternative learning situations in educational settings; 
(B) to provide services to assist juveniles in making the transition to the world of work and self-sufficiency; 
(C) to assist in identifying learning difficulties (including learning disabilities); 
(D) to prevent unwarranted and arbitrary suspensions and expulsions; 
(E) to encourage new approaches and techniques with respect to the prevention of school violence and vandalism; 
(F) which assist law enforcement personnel and juvenile justice personnel to more effectively recognize and provide for learning-disabled and other juveniles with disabilities; 
(G) which develop locally coordinated policies and programs among education, juvenile justice, and social service agencies; or 
(H) to provide services to juveniles with serious mental and emotional disturbances (SED) in need of mental health services; 
(3) projects which expand the use of probation officers—
(A) particularly for the purpose of permitting nonviolent juvenile offenders (including status offenders) to remain at home with their families as an alternative to incarceration or institutionalization; and 
(B) to ensure that juveniles follow the terms of their probation; 
(4) counseling, training, and mentoring programs, which may be in support of academic tutoring, vocational and technical training, and drug and violence prevention counseling, that are designed to link at-risk juveniles, juvenile offenders, or juveniles who have a parent or legal guardian who is or was incarcerated in a Federal, State, or local correctional facility or who is otherwise under the jurisdiction of a Federal, State, or local criminal justice system, particularly juveniles residing in low-income and high-crime areas and juveniles experiencing educational failure, with responsible individuals (such as law enforcement officers, Department of Defense personnel, individuals working with local businesses, and individuals working with community-based and faith-based organizations and agencies) who are properly screened and trained; 
(5) community-based projects and services (including literacy and social service programs) which work with juvenile offenders and juveniles who are at risk of becoming juvenile offenders, including those from families with limited English-speaking proficiency, their parents, their siblings, and other family members during and after incarceration of the juvenile offenders, in order to strengthen families, to allow juvenile offenders to be retained in their homes, and to prevent the involvement of other juvenile family members in delinquent activities; 
(6) projects designed to provide for the treatment (including mental health services) of juveniles for dependence on or abuse of alcohol, drugs, or other harmful substances; 
(7) projects which leverage funds to provide scholarships for postsecondary education and training for low-income juveniles who reside in neighborhoods with high rates of poverty, violence, and drug-related crimes; 
(8) projects which provide for an initial intake screening of each juvenile taken into custody—
(A) to determine the likelihood that such juvenile will commit a subsequent offense; and 
(B) to provide appropriate interventions (including mental health services) to prevent such juvenile from committing subsequent offenses; 
(9) projects (including school- or community-based projects) that are designed to prevent, and reduce the rate of, the participation of juveniles in gangs that commit crimes (particularly violent crimes), that unlawfully use firearms and other weapons, or that unlawfully traffic in drugs and that involve, to the extent practicable, families and other community members (including law enforcement personnel and members of the business community) in the activities conducted under such projects; 
(10) comprehensive juvenile justice and delinquency prevention projects that meet the needs of juveniles through the collaboration of the many local service systems juveniles encounter, including schools, courts, law enforcement agencies, child protection agencies, mental health agencies, welfare services, health care agencies (including collaboration on appropriate prenatal care for pregnant juvenile offenders), private nonprofit agencies, and public recreation agencies offering services to juveniles; 
(11) to develop, implement, and support, in conjunction with public and private agencies, organizations, and businesses, projects for the employment of juveniles and referral to job training programs (including referral to Federal job training programs); 
(12) delinquency prevention activities which involve youth clubs, sports, recreation and parks, peer counseling and teaching, the arts, leadership development, community service, volunteer service, before- and after-school programs, violence prevention activities, mediation skills training, camping, environmental education, ethnic or cultural enrichment, tutoring, and academic enrichment; 
(13) to establish policies and systems to incorporate relevant child protective services records into juvenile justice records for purposes of establishing treatment plans for juvenile offenders; 
(14) programs that encourage social competencies, problem-solving skills, and communication skills, youth leadership, and civic involvement; 
(15) programs that focus on the needs of young girls at-risk of delinquency or status offenses; 
(16) projects which provide for—
(A) an assessment by a qualified mental health professional of incarcerated juveniles who are suspected to be in need of mental health services; 
(B) the development of an individualized treatment plan for those incarcerated juveniles determined to be in need of such services; 
(C) the inclusion of a discharge plan for incarcerated juveniles receiving mental health services that addresses aftercare services; and 
(D) all juveniles receiving psychotropic medications to be under the care of a licensed mental health professional; 
(17) after-school programs that provide at-risk juveniles and juveniles in the juvenile justice system with a range of age-appropriate activities, including tutoring, mentoring, and other educational and enrichment activities; 
(18) programs related to the establishment and maintenance of a school violence hotline, based on a public-private partnership, that students and parents can use to report suspicious, violent, or threatening behavior to local school and law enforcement authorities; 
(19) programs (excluding programs to purchase guns from juveniles) designed to reduce the unlawful acquisition and illegal use of guns by juveniles, including partnerships between law enforcement agencies, health professionals, school officials, firearms manufacturers, consumer groups, faith-based groups and community organizations; 
(20) programs designed to prevent animal cruelty by juveniles and to counsel juveniles who commit animal cruelty offenses, including partnerships among law enforcement agencies, animal control officers, social services agencies, and school officials; 
(21) programs that provide suicide prevention services for incarcerated juveniles and for juveniles leaving the incarceration system; 
(22) programs to establish partnerships between State educational agencies and local educational agencies for the design and implementation of character education and training programs that reflect the values of parents, teachers, and local communities, and incorporate elements of good character, including honesty, citizenship, courage, justice, respect, personal responsibility, and trustworthiness; 
(23) programs that foster strong character development in at-risk juveniles and juveniles in the juvenile justice system; 
(24) local programs that provide for immediate psychological evaluation and follow-up treatment (including evaluation and treatment during a mandatory holding period for not less than 24 hours) for juveniles who bring a gun on school grounds without permission from appropriate school authorities; and 
(25) other activities that are likely to prevent juvenile delinquency.

42 U.S.C. 5676 [Sec. 299E.] Confidentiality of program records 
Except as authorized by law, program records containing the identity of individual juveniles gathered for purposes pursuant to this subchapter may not be disclosed without the consent of the service recipient or legally authorized representative, or as may be necessary to carry out this subchapter. Under no circumstances may program reports or findings available for public dissemination contain the actual names of individual service recipients.
42 U.S.C. 5783 [Sec. 504.] Grants for delinquency prevention programs 
(a) Purposes 
The Administrator may make grants to a State, to be transmitted through the State advisory group to units of local government that meet the requirements of subsection (b), for delinquency prevention programs and activities for youth who have had contact with the juvenile justice system or who are likely to have contact with the juvenile justice system, including the provision to children, youth, and families of– 
(1) alcohol and substance abuse prevention services; 
(2) tutoring and remedial education, especially in reading and mathematics; 
(3) child and adolescent health and mental health services; 
(4) recreation services;
(5) leadership and youth development activities; 
(6) the teaching that people are and should be held accountable for their actions; 
(7) assistance in the development of job training skills; and 
(8) other data-driven evidence based prevention programs. 

b) Eligibility The requirements of this subsection are met with respect to a unit of general local government if—
(1) the unit is in compliance with the requirements of part B of title II; 
(2) the unit has submitted to the State advisory group a minimum 3-year comprehensive plan outlining the unit's local front end plans for investment for delinquency prevention and early intervention activities; 
(3) the unit has included in its application to the Administrator for formula grant funds a summary of the minimum 3-year comprehensive plan described in paragraph (2); 
(4) pursuant to its minimum 3-year comprehensive plan, the unit has appointed a local policy board of not fewer than 15 and not more than 21 members, with balanced representation of public agencies and private nonprofit organizations serving juveniles, their families, and business and industry; 
(5) the unit has, in order to aid in the prevention of delinquency, included in its application a plan for the coordination of services to at-risk youth and their families, including such programs as nutrition, energy assistance, and housing; 
(6) the local policy board is empowered to make all recommendations for distribution of funds and evaluation of activities funded under this title; and 
(7) the unit or State has agreed to provide a 50 percent match of the amount of the grant, including the value of in-kind contributions, to fund the activity. 
(c) Priority in considering grant applications under this section, the Administrator shall give priority to applicants that demonstrate ability in—
(1) plans for service and agency coordination and collaboration including the collocation of services; 
(2) innovative ways to involve the private nonprofit and business sector in delinquency prevention activities; 
(3) developing or enhancing a statewide subsidy program to local governments that is dedicated to early intervention and delinquency prevention; 
(4) coordinating and collaborating with programs established in local communities for delinquency prevention under part C of this subtitle; and 
(5) developing data-driven prevention plans, employing evidence-based prevention strategies, and conducting program evaluations to determine impact and effectiveness.
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