
WI Federal Funding Conference                                
February 2021  1

Intro to Title III, Part A -
Language Instruction for 

English Learners and 
Immigrant Students

Federal Funding Conference
February 2021

Land Acknowledgment



WI Federal Funding Conference                                
February 2021  2

Common Acronyms 

• MLs (Multilingual leaners)

• EL or ELs (English Learner/s)

• LIEP (Language Instruction Education Program)

• BLBC (Bilingual-Bicultural),  MLMC (Multilingual Multicultural)

• ELD (English Language Development),  ELP (English Language Proficiency)

• Lau  (lau vs. Nichols. 1974)

What is Title III ?

• Supplemental Grant under Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA)

• Designed to improve and enhance the education 
of English Learners in both becoming proficient 
in English and meeting Academic Standards

• Includes the Title III Immigrant Grants, 
supporting immigrant students and their 
families.
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Who is an English Learner?

ESEA defines an 

English Learner as 

an individual:

State Statistics

• Just under 51,000 Multilingual Learners (MLs) 
in WI.

• Top home language spoken:

• Spanish

• Hmong

• Arabic

• Chinese

• Somali
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How does Wisconsin get Title III funds?

• US Department of Education 
determines the grant award by 
using a formula based on the 
number of English Learners 
and Immigrant students 
enrolled in the state. 

How are Title III funds allocated?

• Wisconsin’s Title III allocation is based 

on the number of English Learners 

who took the ACCESS for ELLs or 

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs English 

Language Proficiency Test .

• Wisconsin reserves 5% of its Title III 

allocation for the Immigrant 

Discretionary grant. 
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EXAMPLE DISTRICT

Silly String School District
2020-2021 School Year

2019-2020 # of students tested K-12 x PPA

85 public school students (times)≈$120.00= $10,200.00
5 non-public students (times) ≈$120.00= $600.00

TOTAL:  $10,800.00

Do private schools get an allocation?

• No, ESSA prohibits the private school from obligating or 

receiving funds. 

• Control of funds is maintained by the LEA. 

• Materials purchased are administered and remain 

property of the LEA.

• Services must be provided by an employee of the LEA or 

through a contract with an individual or entity 

independent of the private school and religious 

organization.
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Timeline for the Use of funds

• Encouraged to use funds during the current year and must expend or 
obligate the funds from July 1-June 30 of the following year.

• Claims can be made on obligations outstanding through September 
30th of that following year. 

• 100% can be carried over to the next fiscal year. 

• All current funds must be claimed by September 30 of the second 
year.

Consortium Requirements

• Districts that generate a formula subgrant of less than $10,000 
in any school year are required to participate in either a district-
lead consortium or a consortium that is lead by your local 
CESA, if available.

• The consortium lead will then act as the fiscal/program agent 
and submit expenditures in WISEgrants based on collaboration 
and MOU’s or agreements made with districts

• A district is still required to complete the appropriate 
assurances including equitable participation requirements.
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Required Title III activities

Instruction • Providing effective language 
instruction education programs that 
meet the needs of ELs and 
demonstrate success in increasing 
English Language Proficiency and 
student academic achievement.

Required Title III activities

Effective
Professional

Development

• Designed to improve the instruction and assessment of ELs, 

• Designed to enhance the ability to understand and implement curricula, 

assessment practices and measures, and instructional strategies for ELs,

• Effective in increasing children’s English language proficiency or 

substantially increasing the subject matter knowledge, teaching 

knowledge, and teaching skills of such teachers, 

• Of sufficient intensity and duration (which shall not include activities such 

as one-day or short-term workshops and conferences) to have a positive 

and lasting impact on the teachers’ performance in the classroom.
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Required Title III activities

Family 
Engagement

• Providing and implementing other effective 
activities and strategies that enhance or 
supplement language instruction educational 
programs for ELs, which must include parent, 
family, and community engagement 
activities, and may include strategies that 
serve to coordinate and align related 
programs. 

Administrative Costs and indirect Cost

2%
• A District may use up to 2 percent of an LEA 

allocation for direct administrative costs. 

• For private schools receiving Title III 
services through equitable participation, 2 
percent of the per-pupil allocation is 
assigned to the LEA to manage Title III 
funds. 

• An LEA may apply its restricted indirect cost 
rate to the portion of its subgrant that it 
does not reserve for administrative costs for 
up to 98% of its Title III award.
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Required Title III activities

Instruction Professional
Development

Family 
Engagement

Call for Collaboration

Business 
Leaders

Program 
Leaders/Teachers

School/District
Leaders
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Supplemental Funds

CORE
Language Instruction 
Education Program

(LIEP)

Supplement not Supplant

In general, it is presumed that supplanting has occurred if:

• LEAs use federal funds to provide services that the LEA was 
required to make available under other laws. 

• An LEA uses federal funds to provide services that the LEA 
provided with other funds in the prior year.



WI Federal Funding Conference                                
February 2021  11

A.C.R.E. Guiding Questions

All Students?

What is the instructional program/service provided 

to all students?

A.C.R.E. Scenario

All Students?

A district would like to provide after school tutoring for their 

English Learners at their local High School and budget the 

salary of their EL teacher to stay after school once a week for 2 

hours to work with these students.   Is this allowable?
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A.C.R.E.: Guiding Questions

Civil Rights?

What does the local educational agency do to meet 

civil rights requirements?

Scenario

Civil Rights?

A district would like to pay for interpretation services to call 

home to communicate with parents their child isn’t feeling well 

at school and needs to go home.  Is this allowable? 
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A.C.R.E.: Guiding Questions

Regulations?

What service is the LEA required to provide, according 

to federal, state, and local laws or regulations?

Scenario

All Students?

A district would like to use title III to pay for 

paraprofessionals to interpret at an IEP meeting and 

then translate the final IEP. 
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A.C.R.E.: Guiding Questions

Existed Previously?

Was the program/service previously provided with 

federal, state or local funds?

Other Considerations

• Reasonableness criterion

reasonable

allocable 

allowable

• Alcohol, lobbying, or Entertainment
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Immigrant Children and Youth Grant

• 5% Reservation to support immigrant children and youth.

• LEAs must demonstrate a significant increase (25% increase in the 

current year for the number of immigrant and youth over the 

average of the previous two years. 

• Districts can apply for any grant year if eligible. 

• Grant year runs from July 1- June 30.

Technical Support/Questions

amy.maciolek@dpi.wi.gov

Multilingual Learners/Title III Consultant

608.266.1570


