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Learning Outcomes

• Understand the requirements for ARP-HCY funding.

• Understand allowable use of funds for ARP-HCY funding.

• Learn how to utilize other federal stimulus funds to support students 

experiencing homelessness.
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American Rescue Plan - 
Homeless Children and Youth (ARP-HCY)

• ARP-HCY funds are specifically dedicated to support the identification, 

enrollment, and school participation of children and youth experiencing 

homelessness, including through wrap-around services. 

• Funds should address the specific and urgent needs due to the extraordinary 

impact of the pandemic on students experiencing homelessness, include 

academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs.

• ARP-HCY follows the regulations of the McKinney-Vento Homelessness Assistance 

Act.

• The intent of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act is to ensure all children 

and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence receive 

access to the same free, appropriate public education as provided to other children 

and youth. 

• As part of the McKinney-Vento Act, all LEAs are required to remove barriers to the 

enrollment, attendance, and the academic success of children and youth 

experiencing homelessness, and provide this student population with the 

opportunity to meet the same challenging State academic standards to which all 

students are held.

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
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What is Homelessness?

Children and youth experiencing homelessness: 
“Children who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence”

● Fixed: Stationary, permanent, not subject to change

● Regular: Used on a predictable, routine, consistent basis

● Adequate: Lawfully and reasonably sufficient; sufficient for meeting the 

physical and psychological needs typically met in a home environment

Can the student go to the SAME PLACE (fixed) EVERY NIGHT (regular) to 

sleep in a SAFE AND SUFFICIENT SPACE (adequate)?

ARP-HCY At A Glance

● Wisconsin’s total allocation: $10,092,963

● The funding is split into two tranches: 

○ ARP-HCY Part I (25% of the total allocation)

○ ARP-HCY Part II (75% of the total allocation) 

● States were allowed to reserve 25% of total funds for 

state administrative activities. WI DPI state 

administrative reservation: $2,523,240.
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ARP-HCY Part I Allocations

● ARP-HCY Part I was required to be distributed to LEAs that had gone through a competitive 

grant application process and grant allocations were discretionary

○ A streamlined competitive ARP-HCY Part I grant application process occurred in July 2021

○ LEAs receiving EHCY funds were also awarded an ARP-HCY Part I grant

● DPI distributed $1,892,430 in ARP-HCY Part I funding to 49 LEAs in September 2021

● If you are one of the 49 LEAs who received ARP-HCY Part I funding, you have already been 

asked to submit a budget. No further action is necessary for any other LEAs regarding Part I

○ Part I subrecipients and allocations can be viewed on the DPI ARP-HCY webpage

ARP-HCY Part II Allocations

● Allocations are determined by a formula set forth by the United States Department 

of Education (USDE). 

● The ARP-HCY II formula is based equally on the proportional share of an LEA's 

allocation under Title I-A for 2020-21, and the LEA's proportional share of the 

number of homeless children and youth identified by each LEA relative to all LEAs in 

the State, using the greater of the certified number of homeless children and youth in 

either the 2018-19 or 2019-20 school year in each LEA. 

● $5,680,929 in ARP-HCY Part II funding was distributed on February 2, 2022. 

4



Part I and Part II Comparison

ARP-HCY Part I ARP-HCY Part II

Allocation: Competitive, Discretionary Allocation: Formula

Application period closed July 2021 Application opened February 2, 2022

49 subrecipient LEAs 437 eligible LEAs

Grant Period: 
April 23, 2021-September 30, 2024

Grant Period: 
April 23, 2021-September 30, 2024

LEAs must have at least $5,000 in order to 
manage funds, otherwise must join a 
consortium

Funding Period

● Grant Period: April 23, 2021 - September 30, 2024

○ Funds may be used for pre-award costs dating back to 

March 13, 2020

○ Follows same timeline as ARP ESSER (III) funds

● One-time award, funds can be used until 2024 
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ARP-HCY Part II Consortium

• An LEA must have a formula allocation of at least $5,000 to be eligible 

for an ARP-HCY Part II subgrant on its own. 

• If an LEA's allocation is less than $5,000, in order to receive ARP-HCY 

Part II funding, the LEA must join a consortium of which the sum of its 

members' allocations meets or exceeds the $5,000 threshold. 

• Consortia can be led by an LEA or a CESA.

ARP-HCY Part II Consortium

• Consortia leaders are responsible for co-creating a plan for how 

funds will be used or distributed, including any services to be 

provided to consortium member LEAs  that meet the needs of 

students experiencing homelessness in all member LEAs.

• Consortia leaders will develop and collect Memoranda of 

Understanding (MOU)/agreements signed by all consortium 

member LEAs that reflect the needs of students and plan for the 

use of funds.

6



Application and Budget

• The ARP-HCY Part II application and budget opened in WISEgrants 
on February 2, 2022.

• Business officials should work with LEA homeless liaisons to 
complete the application. 

• Application questions do not contain narrative answers unless it is 
particularly for a consortium leader.

• All LEAs must make a fund management choice by March 4, 2022.            
(This includes LEAs joining a consortium)

• Initial budgets are due to DPI by June 3, 2022.

Needs Assessment and Planning 

• It is important that LEAs utilize data from a recent needs assessment or conduct 

a specific needs assessment to determine how funds can be used to meet the 

immediate and longer term needs of students experiencing homelessness. 

• Every LEA is required to identify a homeless liaison. It is critical that homeless 

liaisons are included in LEA conversations and planning about using these funds 

to support students and families experiencing homelessness.

For resources on conducting a needs assessment, please see the ARP-HCY FAQ 

document (under Data Collection and Reporting). 
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• LEAs should consider the extraordinary impact of the pandemic on 

students experiencing homelessness when making decisions about 

how to use funds.

• USDE also emphasized that LEAs should analyze the needs of students 

experiencing homelessness and use funds for “other extraordinary or 

emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths 

to attend school and participate fully in school activities.”

Purpose and Focus of ARP-HCY

Use of Funds

USDE also encourages LEAs to award contracts to community-based 

organizations (CBOs) that are well-positioned to identify historically 

underserved populations such as rural children and youth, Tribal 

children and youth, students of color, children and youth with 

disabilities, English learners, and LGBTQ+ youth, and connect them 

to educationally related support and wraparound services.
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Use of Funds

• Overall, costs must be “reasonable and necessary” and align with the 

purpose of, and other requirements in, the EHCY statute. 

• Grant funds may be used for the 16 activities authorized under Section 

723(d) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/homeless/pdf/ARP-HCY_Allowable

_Costs_09-2021.pdf 

Increase outreach and identification by:

● Increasing staff hours for the homeless liaison or McKinney-Vento related personnel. 

Hiring additional staff, or adding hours to staff specifically tasked with finding and 

re-engaging students.

● Launching an outreach campaign which may include increasing posters, flyers, and 

other outreach throughout the community.

● Screen for homelessness by embedding questions and information about 

homelessness in all school or district outreach efforts and registration materials.

● Provide training to all teachers and staff to assist with identification.

● Upgrade online enrollment systems to ensure full and easy accessibility to families 

and students experiencing homelessness.

Use of Funds - Identification/Outreach
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Enhance communication options with students and families.

● Provide prepaid cell phones for students, software for communicating 

with families, other technology devices.

Partner with Community-Based Organizations or hire “systems navigators” to 
help families and youth access wrap-around services.

● To help students and families meet basic needs like food, health care, hygiene 

items, laundry, shelter, housing and rental assistance, Head Start, etc.

Use of Funds - Communication/            
Wrap-Around Services

Provide academic coaching, enrichment opportunities, and access to summer learning.

● Offer transportation to all available in-person enrichment opportunities.

● Tutoring for students experiencing homelessness; specifically designed for remote or 

hybrid learners.

Offer early childhood education services for young children experiencing homelessness.

● Provide transportation to existing in-person options.

● Increase capacity in preschool, Head Start, child care, and early intervention programs.

● Hire early childhood homelessness specialists at LEA, Head Start programs, and child 

care programs who assist in the identification and support of young children 

experiencing homelessness and their families.

Use of Funds - Academic Support/   
Early Childhood
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Help meet rising mental health needs.

● Invite mental health providers to support students virtually and/or on-site at schools.

● Implement trauma-informed training and practices. 

Increase counseling and social work services.

● Ensure counselors can assist students experiencing homelessness with credit accrual 

and recovery, FAFSA completion, and college/career transition.

● Hire or assign building-level “success/graduation coaches” for students experiencing 

homelessness.

Use of Funds - Mental Health Needs

Provide more transportation options.

● Purchase and staff a vehicle for student transportation and community outreach to motels, 

campgrounds, food banks and doubled-up students.

● Increase capacity of existing bus services by hiring more drivers or increasing the number 

of routes.

● Partner with public transportation providers to offer no-cost or reduced-cost bus options. 

● Assist youth to obtain drivers’ licenses, and reimburse youth and parents for 

gasoline/mileage to/from school of origin.

Use of Funds - Transportation
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LEAs will be expected to have specific procedures in place for handling these expenses.

• Providing emergency housing for families experiencing homelessness
 Hotel/motel stays, vouchers

• Providing a gift card for school and hygiene supplies, clothing, or items necessary to 
attend and fully participate in school.
 Purchasing these items outright is easiest for LEAs but gift cards may be acceptable as long as 

they are following obligations rules under EDGAR.
 ARP-HCY Procedures for Gift Cards

• Car repairs for student or family experiencing homelessness
 Situation specific. Is it the only way to ensure the student(s) can attend school? Is there any 

other transportation option?

More details and guiding questions are available in the DPI ARP-HCY FAQ

Use of Funds - Specific Situations

Data Collection & Reporting

• All students experiencing homelessness must be identified in the Student 
Information System (SIS). This is currently a requirement of all LEAs.

• Track any young children (0-5) not enrolled in the LEA, but are served (directly or 
indirectly) by the grant funds.

• Track the supports and services students receive provided with ARP-HCY funds.

• If contracting with a community-based organization (CBO) to provide services to 
students, create a process for tracking which students receive services and what 
those services are.

• Work with homeless liaisons on data and reporting requirements.

✳ SEAs do not have final data collection and reporting regulations for ARP-HCY yet. 
Subrecipients might be asked to provide other data based on future requirements.
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Other Funds to Support Students 
Experiencing Homelessness

• Title I, Part A Homeless Reservation

• Education for Homeless Children and Youth Grant (competitive)

• ESSER (I, II, III)

• GEER

• ARP-HCY Part I and Part II

Coordinating with Other Stimulus Funds

● Children and youth experiencing homelessness were exceptionally vulnerable 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. This population of students has been historically 

underserved, have higher needs, and lower academic performance than other 

student subgroups. 

● ESSER and GEER funds should be used to address the specific needs of students 

experiencing homelessness, as they are intended to meet the needs of 

underserved groups of students and other groups of students most impacted by 

the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Coordinating with Other Stimulus Funds

● LEAs should strategically use and leverage both ESSER funds and dedicated 

homeless funding (Title I, Part A reservation, EHCY) to locate, engage, maintain 

connection, and support children and youth experiencing homelessness.

● ARP-HCY, GEER, and ESSER funds can all be used to support the 16 allowable 
activities under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. 

● Even if an LEA received a small amount of ARP-HCY funds or joined a 

consortium, ESSER funds can and should be used to support the extraordinary 

needs of students experiencing homelessness.

ESSER Funds

• ARP-HCY Part I and II funds are supplemental to the supports and services 
provided with ESSER funds. 

• The needs of students experiencing homelessness must be addressed through 
the use of the ARP ESSER (III) funds at the state level.

• LEAs are required to reserve 20% of ESSER III funds to address the academic 
impact of lost instructional time through the implementation of Evidence-Based 
Improvement Strategies (EBIS). When selecting the EBIS to be implemented 
with ESSER III funds, LEAs should consider how students experiencing 
homelessness will benefit from and have access to the EBIS.
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Coordination - Use of Funds Ideas

● Provide academic coaching, in-person learning opportunities, and access to summer 
learning.

○ Focus on addressing learning loss by establishing tutoring programs for students - 
ensure students experiencing homelessness are given priority for participation.

● Provide more and better transportation options. LEAs are encouraged to use ESSER 
and GEER funds for transportation costs. 
(https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/11/FAQs-Transportation.pdf). 

○ When determined to be the most cost-effective available transportation option, 
purchase a vehicle to transport students, with priority given to students requiring 
school of origin transportation. 

○ Coordinating transportation to after-school and extracurricular activities. 

Coordination - Use of Funds Ideas

● Help meet rising mental health needs by increasing counseling and social 

work services, augmenting existing staff hours, hiring additional staff or 

contracting with mental health service providers.

○ Give priority to students experiencing homelessness.

● Hire “systems navigators” to increase access to education and other related 

wrap-around services, such as shelter, utilities, housing and rental 

assistance, child care, Head Start, unemployment, and tax credits.
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Coordinating with Title I, Part A

• LEAs should coordinate the use of ESSER and GEER funds with EHCY 

and Title I, Part A funds to ensure a comprehensive approach to meet 

the needs of students experiencing homelessness.

• LEAs are still required to take a Title I, Part A homeless reservation 

despite receiving ARP-HCY funds. ARP-HCY funds should not be taken 

into account when determining a reasonable and necessary reservation 

amount.

Application/Budget Reminders

● Since this is a new grant, like other stimulus funds, DPI has attempted to create WUFAR options 

in the ARP-HCY Part II grant budget that are allowable and meet the needs of LEAs. 

● If there is a WUFAR you cannot find and believe may need to be added to the grant, please 

submit a WISEgrants help ticket and EHCY staff will be consulted for the requested WUFAR.

● If there are specific situations that arise which may require further discussion, please contact 

the DPI EHCY team. 

● Please ask questions and provide details in budget lines and in messages! 

● Include the homeless liaison, pupil services staff and/or other staff working with students 

experiencing homelessness to ensure the funds are being used in the best way possible to serve 

students experiencing homelessness. 
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ARP-HCY Specific Resources

● DPI ARP-HCY grant information 

https://dpi.wi.gov/homeless/arp-hcy

○ DPI ARP-HCY Frequently Asked Questions

● US Department of Education ARP-HCY Frequently Asked Questions 

● https://schoolhouseconnection.org/arp-hcy/ 

○ https://schoolhouseconnection.org/covid19-and-homelessness/

○ https://schoolhouseconnection.org/how-to-use-arp-funds/

Related Resources

● SchoolHouse Connection: https://schoolhouseconnection.org/arp-hcy/ 

○ https://schoolhouseconnection.org/covid19-and-homelessness/

○ https://schoolhouseconnection.org/how-to-use-esserii-funds/ 

○ https://schoolhouseconnection.org/how-to-use-arp-funds/ 

● USDE Frequently Asked Questions: ESSER and GEER

● DPI Guidance on allowable costs under ESSER 

● US Department of Education Frequently Asked Questions: Transportation 
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Contact Us

Kristine Nadolski, State EHCY Coordinator

kristine.nadolski@dpi.wi.gov

Clara Pfeiffer, Grants Specialist

clara.pfeiffer@dpi.wi.gov

Questions?
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