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Eight new districts with 4K continue growth trend 
96.6 percent of districts offering elementary education provide 4-year-old kindergarten 

 
MADISON — Wisconsin experienced continued growth in the number of school districts that provide 4-year-old 

kindergarten (4K) programs with 96.6 percent of public school districts that provide elementary education also 

offering services to 4-year-olds and their families. 

 “There is no question that quality 4K programs support our young 

children, their parents, and our communities,” said State Superintendent Tony 

Evers. “Early education through 4K is an essential piece in our efforts to close 

achievement gaps. Kids who have a strong start in 4K will be more likely to 

graduate ready for college and careers.” 

 For the 2015-16 school year, 399 public school districts are offering 4K to 48,111 students, an increase of 

eight districts from the prior school year. Most of this year’s new programs use a community approach to 4K, which 

brings together community leaders representing business, schools, child care, Head Start, parents, recreation, and 

parent education to develop programs that meet local needs. The 

community approach to 4K started in the La Crosse School District in 2000 

and has fueled much of the expansion of 4K throughout the state. Benefits 

of the community approach to 4K include the common effort to meet the 

emotional, educational, societal, and physical well-being of children in the 

community; fewer transitions for young children; and better information 

sharing among 4K teachers, early childhood staff members, and public 

schools. Wisconsin is considered a national leader in implementing 4K 

through the community approach. 

 Characteristics of quality 4K programs include highly trained 

teachers who have expertise in early childhood education, small class sizes, 

and a program that provides rich learning experiences and time for child-directed exploration. Public 4K programs 
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School
Year

Number of
Districts

Number of 
Students

2001-02 166 14,483
2002-03 180 16,051
2003-04 189 16,957
2004-05 208 18,652
2005-06 235 20,959
2006-07 257 24,078
2007-08 283 27,759
2008-09 319 33,976
2009-10 333 38,075
2010-11 350 41,176
2011-12 368 46,022
2012-13 375 46,914
2013-14 386 48,590
2014-15 391 47,844
2015-16 399 48,111
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follow the Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards, which are aligned with the academic standards students will 

encounter as they progress through school. 

 “I am pleased with 4K growth in Wisconsin,” Evers said. He noted that the state’s collaborative model — 

working with partners in the Department of Children and Families, early childhood groups, Head Start, and the 

business community — is being embraced in the new federal education law. “The Every Student Succeeds Act 

includes Preschool Development Grants that will support the development and expansion of high-quality early 

learning opportunities in the states,” he said.  

 In addition to 4K in public schools and various community approach settings, many 4-year-olds attend 

state-supported 4K through independent charter and private voucher schools. All 20 of the state’s independent 

charter schools in Racine and Milwaukee that provide elementary education offer 4K, enrolling 963 students. For 

the 2015-16 school year, 1,939 students are enrolled in 4K at 92 private schools participating in the Milwaukee 

Parental Choice Program. The Racine Parental Choice Program has 135 students enrolled in seven private schools. 

In the statewide Wisconsin Parental Choice Program, 29 private schools enrolled 69 students in 4K programs for the 

current school year. 

 

 
### 

 
 

NOTES: A list of the 399 public school districts enrolling 4-year-old kindergarten (4K) students for the 2015-16 school year 
is attached. This news release and a map of 4K throughout Wisconsin are available electronically at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites 
/default/files/news-release/dpinr2015_123.pdf or http://dpi.wi.gov/news/releases/2015/eight-new-districts-4k-continue-
growth-trend. More information about 4K is available at http://ec.dpi.wi.gov/ec_ec4yrpag. A website on the benefits and 
impacts of the 4K Community Approach is available at http://4kca.dpi.wi.gov/.  
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NOTE: The eight districts marked with an asterisk (*) reported 4K enrollment for the 2015-16 school year and did not have 4K enrollment 
the previous school year. 
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