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128 school districts qualify for high cost transportation aid 

MADISON — The Department of Public Instruction distributed $7.5 million in aid to districts with above-average 

student transportation costs last month through the High Cost Transportation Aid program.  

Districts were eligible for high cost transportation aid if their transportation costs exceed 150 percent of the 

statewide average cost per member, which was $418.87 per student. Additionally, student membership within the 

district must have been 50 students or fewer per square mile. Aid is based on audited information from the previous 

fiscal year (2014-15) and was paid June 20. 

“High Cost Transportation Aid continues to be an important state support to our public school districts, 

allowing them to focus resources on student learning,” said State Superintendent Tony Evers. “However, this aid 

program is not yet fully funded, meaning districts get less aid than they are eligible to receive, putting pressure on 

academic programming for students in our small, rural school districts.” 

The High Cost Transportation Aid program was approved in the 2013-15 budget as a way to reduce 

disproportionately high transportation expenses in some, mostly rural, school districts. The 2015-17 state budget 

increased the aid allocation from $5 million to $7.5 million and added a sparsity factor to target the aid to districts 

experiencing the greatest need for state support in transporting students. 

This year, 128 districts will receive funding through the High Cost Transportation Aid program. Districts 

meeting the statutory criteria submitted $12.4 million in eligible costs resulting in the $7.5 million allocation being 

prorated at 60.4 percent. Of the districts receiving this categorical aid, 24 received over $100,000; 30 received 

between $50,000 and $100,000; 63 received between $5,000 and $50,000; and 11 received less than $5,000. 

### 

NOTES: A list of school districts that received High Cost Transportation Aid follows. More information about High Cost 
Transportation Aid can be found on the department’s School Financial Services Categorical Aid website at http://dpi.wi.gov 
/sfs/aid/categorical/overview. This news release is available electronically at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-
release/dpinr2016_65.pdf.  
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High Cost Transportation Aid 
Based on Audited 2014-15 Fund 10 Transportation Costs – Prorated at 60.4% of Eligible Costs 

 

A-C 
Alma, $40,222.86 
Alma Center, $2,901.63 
Almond-Bancroft, $32,662.37 
Antigo, $6,144.07 
Argyle, $8,698.66 
Ashland, $51,043.62 
Athens, $146,660.57 
Auburndale, $45,525.94 
Augusta, $8,072.37 
Barron Area, $6,320.66 
Bayfield, $114,239.85 
Belmont Community, $17,518.69 
Birchwood, $82,146.81 
Black Hawk, $47,733.63 
Blair-Taylor, $29,777.10 
Bloomer, $12,758.00 
Bowler, $53,713.31 
Brighton #1, $18,328.70 
Butternut, $13,983.92 
Cadott Community, $7,369.75 
Campbellsport, $39,842.99 
Cassville, $31,611.62 
Chequamegon, $55,558.36 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser, $199,699.61 
Clear Lake, $5,956.61 
Cochrane-Fountain City, $53,207.16 
Colby, $62,314.43 
Coleman, $15,740.25 
Cornell, $13,076.94 
Cumberland, $41,746.59 

D-G 
De Soto Area, $99,770.32 
Dodgeland, $12,657.53 
Drummond, $209,217.26 
Durand, $220,962.29 
Edgar, $38,024.96 
Elcho, $88,113.73 
Ellsworth Community, $88,344.96 
Elmwood, $503.61 
Erin, $8,795.39 
Flambeau, $128,925.53 
Florence, $29,632.85 
Fontana J8, $6,602.11 
Friess Lake, $22,796.43 

Gibraltar Area, $125,658.03 
Gillett, $97,308.49 
Gilman, $102,799.11 
Gilmanton, $8,449.43 
Goodman-Armstrong, $9,841.86 
Grantsburg, $50,028.31 
Greenwood, $36,514.70 
Gresham, $4,323.41 

H-N 
Hayward Community, $72,801.58 
Herman #22, $16,190.77 
Hillsboro, $12,761.15 
Howards Grove, $13,651.88 
Hurley, $147,323.30 
Independence, $42,921.71 
Ithaca, $14,601.32 
La Farge, $3,545.05 
Lac du Flambeau #1, $120,491.24 
Ladysmith, $75,307.33 
Lake Holcombe, $143,087.21 
Lakeland UHS, $214,920.62 
Laona, $2,684.19 
Linn J6, $17,262.71 
Luck, $36,703.26 
Manawa, $19,844.01 
Maple, $218,094.80 
Marathon City, $94,595.22 
Mellen, $15,346.95 
Menominee Indian, $11,918.81 
Mercer, $54,150.61 
Merrill Area, $106,435.29 
Minocqua J1, $109,094.96 
Montello, $46,747.52 
Nekoosa, $18,211.48 
Neosho J3, $4,167.09 
New Glarus, $49,910.59 
New Lisbon, $1,839.51 
North Crawford, $13,903.46 
North Lakeland, $109,454.88 
Northland Pines, $146,339.99 
Northwood, $64,642.32 
Norwalk-Ontario-Wilton, $123,237.83 
Norway J7, $3,787.23 
Owen-Withee, $51,239.17 

P-W 
Paris J1, $3,467.16 
Pecatonica Area, $29,478.70 
Phelps, $30,980.64 
Phillips, $81,640.29 
Pittsville, $49,941.97 
Plum City, $19,432.51 
Potosi, $15,027.83 
Prairie Farm, $28,415.54 
Prentice, $25,685.84 
Reedsville, $52,876.88 
Richfield J1, $47,468.96 
River Ridge, $130,285.46 
Seneca, $44,997.17 
Shell Lake, $84,287.81 
Siren, $62,030.19 
Solon Springs, $20,110.63 
South Shore, $123,280.92 
Spooner, $212,368.86 
Stevens Point Area, $409,699.47 
Stratford, $79,285.28 
Suring, $122,784.48 
Thorp, $48,977.76 
Three Lakes, $135,264.40 
Tomah Area, $76,744.73 
Tomahawk, $45,270.70 
Tri-County Area, $28,206.75 
Turtle Lake, $3,625.17 
Valders Area, $87,093.40 
Wabeno Area, $1,368.91 
Washburn, $6,079.51 
Washington, $2,624.07 
Wausaukee, $53,772.57 
Webster, $49,071.80 
Westby Area, $61,380.84 
Weston, $50,290.12 
Wheatland J1, $92,173.78 
White Lake, $19,679.92 
Whitehall, $15,381.78 
Winter, $24,863.40 
Wisconsin Heights, $52,020.16 
Wonewoc-Union Center, $71,808.28 
Woodruff J1, $49,692.96 
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