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Graduation rate improves with class of 2018

MADISON — Students in the class of 2018 graduated at higher rates than their predecessors. The overall

graduation rate jumped a point from the 2016-17 school year to 89.6 percent. Four-year graduation rates

improved from the prior year for most subgroups of . .
Wisconsin 4-Year

students as well. GraduationRate
90.0 - Regular Diploma —All Students
“Congratulations to the class of 2018. A
high school diploma is a ticket to the future,” noted 89.6
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State Superintendent Carolyn Stanford Taylor. .
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“Graduation is to be celebrated because it 4
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improves students’ opportunities for better jobs,

income, and further education, which contributes
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to life success.”

There were some notable gap closures for some subgroups of students. The largest gap closure was
5.1 points between 2013-14 and 2017-18 for students learning English and their English proficient peers,
though this may be due to changes in criteria for exiting English learner identification. English learners in the
class for 2018 had a graduation rate of 70.1 percent compared to 90.2 percent for English proficient
students. For economically disadvantaged students the gap closed 1.6 points over five years. Economically
disadvantaged students in the class of 2018 had a graduation rate of 80.2 percent compared to 94.5 percent
for students who are not economically disadvantaged. By race and ethnicity, notable graduation rate gap
reduction over five years was 3.7 points for black or African American students, 3.6 points for Hispanic
students, and 0.5 points for Asian students.

“Disparities in graduation rates by race and ethnicity and for English learners, students with
disabilities, and students from economically disadvantaged families are truly troubling,” Stanford Taylor

said. “We must persist in our work with schools and communities to close gaps.”
(more)
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The high school graduation rate counts only students who earn a regular diploma. Students are
assigned to a cohort year when they first enroll in a Wisconsin public high school, which for the class of 2018
would be students who started high school in the 2014-15 school year. Graduating in four years or less is
the standard for federal graduation rate reporting.

However, Wisconsin’s Constitution guarantees young people the right to a public education from
the ages of 4 to 20. Additionally, federal law requires educational services for students with disabilities, if
needed, until the age of 21. Thus Wisconsin calculates five-, six-, and seven-year graduation rates to honor
the additional time and effort of students who, due to illness or injury, personal or family events, or lifetime
or temporary disabilities, need longer to complete their high school education.

For 2017-18 data reporting, the five-year graduation rate for the class of 2017 was 91.5 percent.
The six-year rate for the class of 2016 was 90.6 percent, and the seven-year rate for the class of 2015 was

92.5 percent.
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NOTES: Additional information about graduation rates is available on the attached table. District- and school-level
graduation rate data is available on WISEdash, https://wisedash.dpi.wi.gov/. Click on the “Graduation” tab. This news
release is available electronically at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2019-14.pdf.
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Wisconsin Graduation Rates Statewide by Student Group
Percent of Students Earning a Regular High School Diploma
4-Year 5-Year 6-Year

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 | 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 | 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
All Students 88.6 88.4 88.2 88.6 89.6 91.3 91.6 91.1 89.8 91.5 91.5 92.1 92.3 92.0 90.6
American Indian 78.4 78.1 77.8 78.8 77.8 78.7 81.5 79.5 80.3 81.2 814 80.2 83.0 81.1 81.6
Asian 89.9 90.7 88.9 91.0 91.0 94.6 93.9 93.6 91.9 94.0 93.5 95.5 94.5 94.3 92.6
Black or African American 65.0 64.0 64.2 67.0 69.3 72.1 72.3 70.8 70.8 73.8 73.3 74.2 74.3 73.5 73.3
Hispanic / Latino 78.1 77.5 79.9 80.3 82.3 81.8 83.9 82.8 83.4 84.6 82.0 83.2 84.9 84.1 84.6
Pacific Islander 88.6 84.5 80.4 84.6 94.0 91.2 88.6 91.1 91.3 86.5 94.2 91.2 88.6 914 93.5
White, Not Hispanic 92.9 92.9 92.7 927 93.5 94.6 94.9 94.8 93.0 94.8 94.8 95.2 95.4 95.3 93.6
Two or More Races 85.3 85.5 85.3 84.4 85.0 89.9 88.5 90.0 87.3 87.8 90.9 90.7 89.8 91.1 88.5
Female 90.8 90.6 90.2 90.8 91.6 93.2 93.2 92.8 91.3 93.2 93.0 93.8 93.8 93.5 91.8
Male 86.6 86.4 86.3 86.5 87.8 89.4 90.0 89.5 88.3 89.9 90.1 90.5 90.8 90.6 89.3
With Disabilities 69.0 67.5 68.5 68.2 68.5 77.2 77.4 77.4 74.9 76.0 815 82.0 82.5 817 79.0
Without Disabilities 911 911 90.6 91.2 92.3 93.0 93.3 92.8 91.6 93.5 92.8 93.3 93.5 93.2 91.9
Economically Disadvantaged 77.9 77.3 774 774 80.2 825 835 825 81.6 82.9 83.3 84.3 85.1 84.3 83.2
Not Economically Disadvantaged 93.8 93.7 934 93.6 94.5 95.1 95.4 95.2 935 95.3 94.9 95.5 95.7 95.6 93.9
English Learners 64.0 62.2 65.5 65.1 70.1 73.0 72.8 718 72.2 73.1 77.0 76.0 74.8 73.3 74.4
English Proficient 89.2 89.0 88.7 89.2 90.2 917 92.0 91.6 90.1 91.9 92.0 92.5 92.7 92.4 90.9

Definition: The graduation rate counts only students earning a regular diploma in the numerator of the formula. The denominator is the adjusted cohort. Students are assigned a cohort year when they first enroll in a Wisconsin public
high school. At the end of the selected graduation timeframe (4-year, 5-year, or 6-year), adjustments are made to remove any student from the assigned cohort if the student has transferred to another state or a nonpublic Wisconsin
school, emigrated to another country, or has died prior to the end of that timeframe. The number of years in the cohort group includes the summer following the last school year.
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