WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC §
News Release INSTRUCTION

Education Information Services = 125 South Webster Street = P.O.Box 7841 = Madison, WI 53707-7841 = (608) 266-3559

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DPI-NR 2020-18
Tuesday, March 10, 2020
Contact: DPI Media Line, (608) 266-3559, media.inquiries@dpi.wi.gov

Graduation rates in Wisconsin continue to rise with class of 2019

English language learners, black students, other subgroups make significant progress

MADISON — Graduation rates in Wisconsin continued on an upward trend, with 90 percent of students in
the class of 2019 completing high school within four years, according to data updated Tuesday on the
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction’s WISEdash Public Portal. The 2018-19 four-year graduation
rate increased from the previous year, representing an overall 1.6 percent rise over five years.

Most subgroups of the class of 2019 also improved, with 74.6 percent of English language learning
students graduating within four years, a 4.5 percentage point jump from the previous year, and a 12.4 point
improvement over the past five years. Black students in the class of 2019 graduated in four years at 71.3
percent, a 2 point increase from the previous year, and a 7.3 point improvement over the past five years.
Economically disadvantaged students from the class of 2019 also improved from the previous school year,
with 80.5 percent graduating within four years — a 3.2 point growth over five years.

“The promising trends we see among Wisconsin graduates are a tribute to the tireless work and
dedication of our teachers and students,” State Superintendent Carolyn Stanford Taylor said. “It is
encouraging to see Wisconsin students graduating at higher rates than we’ve seenin a long time.”

The updated graduation data, along with charts showing student homelessness, and students
retained at the end of the school year are available on the DPI's WISEdash data portal. Data shows 2.1
percent of public school students (18,349 students) experiencing homelessness during the 2018-19 school
year. Several other topics were also updated, including 2019-20 certified enrollment data, 2018-19 certified

dropout and discipline statistics, 2018-19 Advanced Placement exam results, and postsecondary enrollment.
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NOTE: Additional information regarding graduation rates is attached on the next page. District- and school-level
datais available on the WISEdash Public Portal (WISEdash.dpi.wi.gov). This news release is available electronically
at https://dpi.wi.gov/news/releases/2020/graduation-rates-wisconsin-continue-rise-class-2019.
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Wisconsin Graduation Rates Statewide by Student Group
Percent of Students Earning a Regular High School Diploma

4-Year 5-Year 6-Year
2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 | 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 | 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19
All Students 88.4 88.2 88.6 89.6 90.0 91.6 91.1 89.8 91.5 91.9 921 92.3 92.0 90.6 92.3
American Indian 78.1 77.8 78.8 77.8 78.7 815 79.5 80.3 81.2 81.0 80.2 83.0 81.1 81.6 82.1
Asian 90.7 88.9 91.0 91.0 92.0 93.9 93.6 91.9 94.0 93.1 95.5 94.5 94.3 92.6 94.6
Black or African American 64.0 64.2 67.0 69.3 71.3 72.3 70.8 70.8 73.8 75.0 74.2 74.3 735 733 75.5
Hispanic / Latino 77.5 79.9 80.3 82.3 82.8 83.9 82.8 834 84.6 85.6 83.2 84.9 84.1 84.6 85.7
Pacific Islander 84.5 804 84.6 94.0 83.3 88.6 91.1 91.3 86.5 98.1 91.2 88.6 914 93.5 88.5
White, Not Hispanic 92.9 927 927 93.5 93.8 94.9 94.8 93.0 94.8 95.1 95.2 95.4 95.3 93.6 95.4
Two or More Races 855 85.3 84.4 85.0 86.1 88.5 90.0 87.3 87.8 88.2 90.7 89.8 91.1 88.5 88.9
Female 90.6 90.2 90.8 91.6 92.0 93.2 92.8 91.3 93.2 93.4 93.8 93.8 93.5 91.8 93.7
Male 86.4 86.3 86.5 87.8 88.2 90.0 89.5 88.3 89.9 90.5 90.5 90.8 90.6 89.3 90.9
With Disabilities 67.5 68.5 68.2 68.5 69.7 774 774 74.9 76.0 76.5 82.0 825 81.7 79.0 80.3
Without Disabilities 91.1 90.6 91.2 92.3 927 93.3 92.8 91.6 93.5 93.8 93.3 93.5 93.2 91.9 93.8
Economically Disadvantaged 77.3 77.4 77.4 80.2 80.5 83.5 825 81.6 82.9 844 84.3 85.1 84.3 83.2 84.4
Disadvantaged 93.7 934 93.6 94.5 95.0 95.4 95.2 93.5 95.3 95.7 95.5 95.7 95.6 93.9 95.7
English Learners 62.2 65.5 65.1 70.1 74.6 72.8 718 72.2 731 754 76.0 74.8 73.3 744 755
English Proficient 89.0 88.7 89.2 90.2 90.6 92.0 91.6 90.1 91.9 92.3 92.5 927 924 90.9 927

Definition: The graduation rate counts only students earning a regular diploma in the numerator of the formula. The denominator is the adjusted cohort. Students are assigned a cohort year when they first enroll in a Wisconsin
public high school. At the end of the selected graduation timeframe (4-year, 5-year, or 6-year), adjustments are made to remove any student from the assigned cohort if the student has transferred to another state or a nonpublic
Wisconsin school, emigrated to another country, or has died prior to the end of that timeframe. The number of years in the cohort group includes the summer following the last school year.
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